
Major misfire:
Guard F-16 shoots

at N.J. school
Page 5

Würzburg's
Suzanne
Hamilton ’70s rock

icon gets
political

Page 23

Title matches
for DODDS

volleyball set
Page 35

Soldier killed; U.S. jets strike city
as Allawi warns ‘window is closing’

Page 6

Oil prices, U.S. deficit push euro to all-time high against dollar Page 14

Peter Frampton

U.S. readies major
assault on Fallujah

AP photos

Above: A U.S. Marine from the 1st Division checks ammunition Friday at a base outside

Fallujah. More than 10,000 U.S. troops have taken positions around the rebel-controlled

city. Top right: A legend for a map of Fallujah, composed of gravel, Legos and poker chips,

is on display at a base outside the city. Bottom right: Marines perform maintenance on their

vehicles in preparation of an assault on the city.
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Older vets reach
out to new vets

States

National park snowmobiles: The
National Park Service released a final

plan Thursday for snowmobile use in
Wyoming’s Yellowstone and Grand
Teton national parks allowing limited,

guided snowmobile treks in the parks for
the next three winters.

The plan, which was proposed earlier,
would allow for up to 720 snowmobiles a
day led by guides into Yellowstone and 140
snowmobiles in Grand Teton and on the
John D. Rockefeller Jr. Memorial Parkway
connecting the parks. Nearly all the snow-
mobiles would be required to meet new stan-
dards for noise and pollution.

Wild condor flight: A California condor
chick born in the wild has become the first
such bird to take flight in 22 years, wildlife
officials said Thursday.

Hatched in April near Hopper Mountain
National Wildlife Refuge, the condor took a
flight of 30 feet in mid-October and soared
150 feet two weeks later. The last wild con-
dor chick to fly in the wild was in 1982.

Boston fan death: Civil rights advocates
angry over the death of a student hit by a
pepper-spray pellet are seeking at least a
temporary ban on the Boston Police Depart-
ment’s use of so-called “less-lethal” weap-
ons to control crowds.

The police commissioner last week creat-
ed an independent commission to investi-
gate the Oct. 21 death of Victoria Snelgrove
and review weapons like the one believed to
have caused the 21-year-old’s death. Snel-
grove was shot in the eye during a massive
celebration outside Fenway Park after the
Red Sox won the American League pen-
nant.

Eric Rudolph trial: Lawyers for serial
bombing suspect Eric Rudolph tried to
show Thursday that federal agents — not
Rudolph — may have spread traces of explo-
sives from a deadly abortion clinic bombing
in Alabama to his North Carolina home.

Prosecutors have said eyewitnesses and
traces of explosives found in Rudolph’s
home, including on a towel and chair, link
him to the 1998 Birmingham bombing that
killed a police officer and critically injured
a nurse.

However, under defense questioning dur-
ing an evidentiary hearing Thursday,
agents Richard Strobel and Gregory P. Czar-
nopys of the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explosives both said they
did not swab their hands to check for such
traces before searching Rudolph’s trailer.

Anthrax vaccine: The government said
Thursday it is purchasing 75 million doses
of a new generation anthrax vaccine under
an $877.5 million contract — the first award-
ed through a federal program to develop
and stockpile antidotes to biological and
chemical weapons.

The five-year contract with VaxGen Inc.
will provide enough vaccine to treat roughly
25 million people. The company expects to
begin delivery by 2006.

No-fly list suit: A Justice Department law-
yer on Thursday asked a federal judge in Se-
attle to dismiss a lawsuit that alleges the gov-
ernment’s handling of its “no-fly” list vio-
lates air travelers’ rights.

The American Civil Liberties Union law-
suit says the government has put in place in-
sufficient safeguards to ensure that people
with names similar to those on the list aren’t
treated with suspicion because of mistaken
identity.

Mars rovers: As NASA’s Mars rovers
keep rolling past all expectations of their
useful lives, scientists have a happy mys-
tery: For some reason, one of the vehicles
has actually gained power recently.

Opportunity recently experienced an un-
explained rejuvenation from what can so far
be described only as two or three significant
“cleaning events,” said Jim Erickson, the
rover project manager at NASA’s Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif.

“Now we’re assuming they’re cleaning,
but all we can really say is that overnight
the solar panels produced between 2 and 5
percent additional power immediately,” he
said.

World

Indonesia terror trial: Alleged Southeast
Asian extremist chief Abu Bakar Bashir on
Thursday accused police of arresting him
on orders of President Bush, and dismissed
terror charges against him as “laughable.”

In a rambling defense
plea read to Jakarta, In-
donesia, court, the
66-year-old cleric also
attacked the secular gov-
ernment in the world’s
most populous Muslim
nation, accusing Indone-
sia of ignoring the plight
of Muslims killed by
U.S. forces in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Bashir is accused of
heading the
al-Qaida-linked terror
group Jemaah Islamiyah, and of inciting his
followers to take part in the 2002 Bali bomb-
ings and the J.W. Marriott Hotel attack last
year in Jakarta. He faces the death penalty
if convicted.

Sinai bomb suspects: Five Egyptians ar-
rested in connection with last month’s Sinai
explosions have been charged with commit-
ting terrorist acts and premeditated mur-
der, officials at the prosecutor’s office said
Friday.

The five were among eight Egyptians and

a Palestinian implicated last month in the
Oct. 7 bombings at Egyptian tourist resorts.

Three car bombs exploded almost simul-
taneously outside the Taba Hilton hotel, just
yards from Egypt’s border with Israel, and
two tourist camps 35 miles farther south.

The blasts killed 34 people, including Is-
raelis, Egyptians, Italians and Russians.

Iran nuclear denial: Iran’s top leader on
Friday insisted that his country was not
seeking nuclear weapons because it had “de-
voted youth and a nation united” to rely on
instead, saying U.S. accusations were aimed
at preventing Iran’s technological progress.

“They accuse us of seeking nuclear weap-
ons. No sir. We are not thinking of building
atomic weapons,” Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
told tens of thousands of worshippers in his
prayer sermon.

“Our nuclear weapon is this nation, is our
youth. A system that has so many devoted
youth and a nation united doesn’t need nu-
clear weapons,” Khamenei said.

Iran insists its nuclear activities are
peaceful and geared solely toward generat-
ing electricity.

Serb election boycott: Top Belgrade offi-
cials will meet Friday to plot a strategy on
Kosovo following a massive Serb boycott of
the province’s general election last month.

The meeting was called by conservative
Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica and is ex-
pected to gather other government leaders
and officials from Serbia’s main political
parties.

However, Serbia’s pro-Western President
Boris Tadic has said he would not attend, in
a sign of a rift over Kosovo between him and
Kostunica.

Russia school seizure: Russian prosecu-
tors said Friday they would investigate re-
ports that twice as many terrorists seized a
Russian school two months ago as the gov-
ernment had claimed.

Prosecutors also charged a senior police
officer with negligence in connection with
the Sept. 1-3 seizure of the school in Beslan
in the southern province of North Ossetia,
which ended in a hail of gunfire and explo-
sions, killing more than 330 hostages.

Stories and photos from wire services

Scene on Sunday

In Friday’s edition, text accompanying a photo of U.S. Air
Force members working on a C-130 propeller contained incor-
rect information. The troops are in Rwanda.

Jamie Foxx
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Scene on Sunday
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Ivory Coast civil war: A pro-government “Jeune Patriote” militia supporter holds a sign in

French which translates as “We are ready to fight the rebellion” at a demonstration Thurs-

day in Abidjan, Ivory Coast. Government warplanes bombed the largest city in Ivory Coast’s

rebel-held north Thursday, relaunching fighting after more than a year in what a commander

said was a major government drive to reunite the war-divided nation.
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BY JESSICA INIGO

Stars and Stripes

Army investigators hoping to get someone
to talk about the murder of a soldier three
years ago have increased the reward to
$75,000.

The Army Criminal Investigation Com-
mand, known as CID, has not charged any-
one and will not release whether there are
any suspects in the slaying of Pfc. Amanda
Gonzales, a 19-year-old Texan found dead
Nov. 5, 2001, in her barracks room in Hanau,
Germany.

Investigators ruled the
death a homicide by as-
phyxiation, CID officials
said.

Shortly after Gonzales’
death, the CID offered a
$20,000 reward for infor-
mation in the case. It
boosted the reward in
mid-2003 to $50,000.
Now, investigators issued
an Army-wide release of
the latest increase to moti-
vate anyone with information to come for-
ward.

“We want to speak with anyone who may
have information — in Germany or any-
where else in the world,” CID spokesman
Chris Grey, based in Fort Belvoir, Va., wrote
in an e-mail to Stars and Stripes.

“The reward was increased by CID be-
cause we are determined to bring whomever
is responsible for the death of this soldier to
justice. … We are reaching out to the commu-
nity at large to encourage anyone who may
have information, no matter how insignifi-
cant it may seem, to come forward and do
the right thing.”

Gonzales, a cook assigned to Headquar-
ters Supply Company of the 127th Aviation
Support Battalion on Fliegerhorst Casern,
was four months pregnant at the time of her
death.

Grey said during a phone interview that
though it has been three years, death investi-
gations take time and there still is hope of
finding Gonzales’ killer.

“We want to solve this murder. ... Some-
one somewhere knows something that can
help us put the pieces of this puzzle togeth-
er.”

Grey said there has continually been a spe-
cial agent assigned to the Gonzales case and
that CID has been working with the FBI and
other investigative firms to solve the death.

In earlier Stars and Stripes reports, Gonza-
les’ father, Santos “T.C.” Gonzales, said the
Army kept four soldiers from leaving Hanau
as part of the investigation. Later, an agent
told him the suspects were released and had
gone back to the States.

Last year, Stars and Stripes reported that
many friends and family members had given
up hope that the CID was still looking for the
murderer.

However, Grey insists that CID is continu-
ing the search and does care about finding
out who killed Gonzales.

“We take pride in solving crimes,” Grey
said from his Virginia office.

Anyone with information on the case can
call the Hanau CID office at DSN 323-2303
or 323-2863, or civilian (+49) (0)6181-
180-2303 or (0)6181-180-2863. Also, tips can
be e-mailed to CID at crime.tips@belvoir.
army.mil.

E-mail Jessica Inigo at:
inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY JASON CHUDY

Stars and Stripes

The USS La Salle, based in Gaeta, Italy,
and the Sixth Fleet staff are taking part in
multinational exercises in the Black Sea this
month.

The exercises will run about two weeks
and include port visits to the Ukraine and
Bulgaria for La Salle and its staff.

“We are truly excited about this opportuni-
ty to visit the Black Sea, and to participate in
exercises with Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey
and Ukraine,” Rear Adm. Robert Clark, the
exercise’s senior Navy officer, said in a re-
cent Navy news release.

Clark is the theater security cooperation
commander for Naval Forces Europe and
the Sixth Fleet.

As well as exchanging crewmembers be-
tween ships, the navies will conduct various
shipboard and seamanship drills and hold
maritime interception operation training, the
release stated.

“The training and interaction we will
share in the next two weeks is designed to
combine our resources and refine our collec-
tive approach to some basic but crucial mari-
time missions,” Clark said in the release.

The La Salle and the Sixth Fleet last sailed
to the Black Sea in August 2001, visiting Rus-
sia, the Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria and Tur-
key.

E-mail Jason Chudy at: chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Stars and Stripes

Two military contractors, who were at-
tacked in Kuwait two months before the
war in Iraq began, were awarded the ci-
vilian equivalent of the Purple Heart at a
ceremony Friday in Vogelweh, Germa-
ny.

David Caraway and Mike Pouliot
were working in Kuwait City for Tapes-
try Solutions Inc., a computer software
firm, when their vehicle was ambushed
a few miles from Camp Doha.

Pouliot, vice president of the firm, was
killed in the attack. Caraway was shot
six times in the arm, chest and leg, but
survived.

Maj. Bennie Williams, commander of
the 21st Theater Support Command, pre-
sented the Defense of Freedom Medals
to Caraway and to Pouliot’s family at a
3 p.m. ceremony.

The medal was created to honor Penta-
gon employees who were killed or in-
jured during the Sept. 11 attacks, accord-
ing to a 21st TSC news release. The
medal may be awarded to non-Defense
employees, to include contractors, based
on their involvement with DOD activi-
ties, the release stated.

The ceremony was held in Germany
because “even though they were killed
or wounded in Kuwait, Tapestry has a
very close relationship with the 21st
TSC,” said Jim Kramer, a TSC director.

Gonzales

KURT RIGGS/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

A sailor from the Sixth Fleet flagship USS La Salle prepares to fire a line Thursday across to USNS Patuxent during an under way replen-

ishment in the Aegean Sea. The U.S. Sixth Fleet is participating in a series of naval exercises with forces from Turkey, Romania, the

Ukraine and Bulgaria during November in the Black Sea.

La Salle in Black Sea for multinational exercise

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Tessa Pouliot, second from left, reaches over her mother, Carol, to David Caraway

during a ceremony at Panzer Casern in Kaiserslautern, Germany, on Friday. Caraway

and Tessa’s father, Mike, were awarded the Defense of Freedom Medal. Pouliot was

killed and Caraway wounded in a terrorist attack in Kuwait in late January 2003.

Two hit in Kuwait attack

awarded civilian medal

Army hikes reward in
’01 murder for clues
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BY SANDRA JONTZ

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — It is un-
fathomable to Kevin Kennedy, ex-
ecutive director for Wisconsin’s
State Board of Elections, that
there are voters who think their
absentee ballots aren’t counted.

“The idea boggles my mind. …
It’s one of those election myths
out there,” he said.

Joe Kanefield, state elec-
tion director for Arizona,
shared his disbelief.

“I don’t know where peo-
ple get that. I’m not sure
where that started.”

All votes are counted,
whether cast at the polls or
in absentia, said election of-
ficials from a dozen states
interviewed since Tuesday’s elec-
tion. That is, of course, if the bal-
lots arrived on time and met all
legal requirements.

Yet rumors persist that absen-
tee ballots are counted only in
hotly contested races, when re-
sults are close or in the event of a
recount.

Not true, said Judy Wagnon, a
staff member in the office of Sec-
retary of State in Alabama.
There, for example, absentee bal-
lot tallies are listed as separate
precincts.

And they’re counted, even if
one candidate has conceded, all
officials said.

“The law says they must be
counted, no matter what. Every
vote counts,” Wagnon said. “The
statistics are important and it mat-
ters to everyone. It matters to the
winner and it matters to the
loser.”

And they matter for all of the

political races.
In 2000, absentee ballots re-

versed the outcome of a local Con-
necticut election.

Democratic challenger
Jonathan Harris was thought to
have beaten the incumbent, Re-
publican Bob Farr, by 23 votes
for the West Hartford seat in that
state’s House of Representatives,
acccording to Larry Perosino,
spokesman for the Office of the
Secretary of State.

Then, someone noticed a stack
of absentee ballots inadvertently
was not counted.

The inclusion put the Republi-
can incumbent ahead in the final
tally by 30 votes, Perosino said.

He doesn’t know why the bal-
lots weren’t counted the first
go-around. “Someone just missed
them,” he said.

And yet, possibly thousands of
ballots from military and civilian
voters mailed Election Day won’t
end up in the counted statistical

columns because they will
fail to meet deadline re-
quirements.

Those deadlines vary by
state. Some require ballots
be in precinct offices and
polling stations by Election
Day, others only that they
be postmarked by Election
Day.

The Defense Department
should now focus on improving fu-
ture methods to avoid what ap-
pears to be a logistical mailing
snag that delayed getting ballots
out, said Peter Feaver, professor
of political science at Duke Uni-
versity in Durham, N.C.

“And I’m not sure DOD can do
anything unless they allow elec-
tronic voting, and there, too, they
are going to have challenges,” he
said.

In February, the Pentagon
scrapped a pilot program that
would have facilitated Internet

voting for up to 100,000 overseas
U.S. citizens amid criticism that
programs could not guarantee a
secure and tamper-proof system.

However, Congress tasked the
Pentagon through the 2005 De-
fense Authorization Act to contin-
ue studying the issue via a pro-
gram called Remote Internet Vot-
ing System Standards, said Lt.
Col. Ellen Krenke, a department
spokeswoman. No time line is
given.

Although final numbers won’t
be available for about three
months, voter turnout in Europe
and the Middle East appears
lower than in the past. As of Elec-
tion Day, 88,788 ballots were
mailed from APO and FPO ad-
dress in Europe, and 48,935 bal-
lots were mailed from Central
Command’s theater of operations
by Oct. 26. Pacific Command was
not able to supply any numbers.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@stripes.osd.mil

Tom Philpott

T
hough surprise transition
problems frustrated
some beneficiaries, Tri-
care this month complet-

ed a major shift, to larger regions
and performance-based con-
tracts, to improve customer ser-
vice and access to care for 9.1 mil-
lion beneficiaries.

The Defense Department an-
nounced two years ago that Tri-
care would consolidate 12 regions
into three, simplify support con-
tracts, and impose tougher stan-
dards on contractors, from an-
swering phone calls and setting
appointments, to making physi-
cian referrals and paying claims.

On Tuesday, Dr. William
Winkenwerder, assistant secre-
tary of defense for health affairs,
declared the transition complete
as Humana Military Healthcare
Services Inc., of Louisville, Ky.,
accepted beneficiaries from the
final states to join the new South
Region.

The new North Region, run by
Health Net Federal Services Inc.,
of Sacramento, Calif., was com-
pleted Sept. 1. The West Region
began full operations Oct. 1 with
the TriWest Healthcare Alliance
Corp., of Phoenix providing
health services and managerial
support.

The contracts were awarded in
August 2003. They direct no
change to benefits, patient costs
or the enrollment process. Still,
by last summer, both contractors
and beneficiaries faced unexpect-
ed problems.

In an interview, David J. McIn-
tyre Jr., president and CEO of Tri-
West, discussed the challenges
that began to surface last spring,
at least in the West Region. Tri-
West’s five-year, $10.5 billion con-
tract is to cover 2.7 million benefi-
ciaries across 21 states, including
16 states of the former “Central
Region” that TriWest was servic-
ing under its earlier contract.

An early priority for the new re-
gion, said McIntyre, was re-sign-
ing at least 85 percent of physi-
cians in the Tricare network for
five Pacific coast states previous-
ly managed under a contract with
Health Net. The first of these
states to join the region would be
Oregon and Washington on June
1.

When not enough providers
were signed as the date ap-
proached, TriWest sought authori-
ty from the government to roll the
old physician networks into the
new region for 90 days to protect
beneficiaries. When that idea was
rejected, TriWest was forced to
send letters to 43,000 beneficia-
ries advising them that they
might need new doctors by June.
The letter, which many patients
apparently shared with their phy-
sicians, produced a wave of new
contracts. But 19,600 beneficia-
ries did have to change doctors.

In July, California, Hawaii and
Alaska came into the region, and
TriWest “got absolutely crushed”
with phone calls, said McIntyre.
Some of the unexpected volume

came from mobilized Reserve
and National Guard members
whose families are less familiar
with Tricare.

“Our job is to make sure they
get answers” and timely care,
said McIntyre. “It’s not to say,
‘Hey, we’ll ship you a manual.
You figure and it and call us if
you have any questions.’ ”

But the typical call from a re-
serve family lasts five to seven
minutes, he said, twice as long as
other callers. This extends wait
times for other callers. The new
contracts specify that beneficiary
calls are to be answered in 30 sec-
onds for TriWest get dinged finan-
cially. At one point in July, the av-
erage wait exceeded 20 minutes.

Number and length of calls
weren’t the only problem. Tri-
West was the only Tricare con-
tractor to structure its communi-
cation system around new tech-
nology, the Voice-Over Internet
Protocol. VoIP allows both phone
calls and e-mail to be carried si-
multaneously over the same
lines. But in this case, McIntyre
said, system designers underesti-
mated the capacity of those lines
to handle six large customer-con-
tact centers and 90 smaller offic-
es across the region.

“Within three weeks we had
our key lines tripled,” McIntyre
said. By the middle of August, the
issue of lost calls and long wait
times was resolved.

To comment, write Military Update, P.O.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA 20120-1111,
e-mailmilupdate@aol.com or visit
www.militaryupdate.com

MILITARY UPDATE

AP

A group of U.S. soldiers watch a TV broadcast of the presidential

election at U.S. Eagle Base near Tuzla, Sarajevo, on Wednesday. Some

900 U.S. troops serving as part of the NATO-led peacekeeping mission

in Bosnia had the chance to cast absentee ballots, and U.S. election

officials say they are making sure all those votes are counted.

Ballot counting continues
Election officials make sure absentee votes are included

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Tenhue Gladstone, an Army and Air Force Exchange Service employee

from Kaiserslautern, Germany, stands in front of the Frankenstein

Castle in Darmstadt on Friday after finishing first in the 13k Franken-

stein Castle Run. The annual run, which is mostly uphill, starts at

Cambrai Fritch Casern and ends at the famed castle.

A ‘monster’-ously good run

Tricare completes transition

The law says they must be

counted, no matter what.

Every vote counts.

Judy Wagnon
Alabama election official

PAGE 4 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · Saturday, November 6, 2004



Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
has designed a new identity
card for veterans that will safe-
guard confidential information.

“The new identification card
ensures veterans’ personal in-
formation is protected,” said
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Anthony J. Principi, in a Thurs-
day news release.

The card, formally known as
the Veterans Identity Card, will
have the veteran’s photo on the
front and identify him as enroll-
ees in the VA’s health care sys-
tem.

Veterans should request the
new card at their local medical
center. Processing will take
five to seven days once eligibili-
ty is verified. VA hopes to com-
plete the conversion to the new,

safer card by mid-November.

The existing cards will remain

valid until veterans receive

their new cards.

Veterans traveling to the

United States from overseas

will be issued the cards when

they visit a VA facility, VA

spokesman Phil Budahn told
Stars and Stripes. “Those vets
won’t be barred from getting
treated because they don’t have
the cards,” he said.

Encrypted on a magnetic
tape on the back of the card will
be the veteran’s Social Security
number, date of birth and a con-
trol number. The magnetic
strip also records whether the
veteran has a service-connect-
ed disability.

Identity theft is one of the fast-
est growing crimes in the na-
tion. The Federal Trade Com-
mission lists identity theft as
the No. 1 fraud reported by con-
sumers in 2003.

Requests from veterans and
their congressional representa-
tives were instrumental in
bringing about these latest
changes.

Personal

information will

be encrypted on

a magnetic strip

on the back

of the card, along

with health

information.

Student wins $5,000 Savings Bond

A student at Croughton American School at RAF
Croughton, England, has won a $5,000 U.S. Savings
Bond from the Army and Air Force Exchange Ser-
vice.

Marshall Duncan, son of Chaplain (Capt.) Rives
Duncan and Jan Duncan, was a sixth-grader last
year when he submitted an entry form in AAFES’
“You Made the Grade” promotion.

Students with at least a B average in school can
receive a book of coupons worth $50 from their
local exchange manager. Each coupon book in-
cludes an entry form to win the savings bond.

The exchange service supports the “You Made
the Grade” program for students in grades one to
six and another one for students in grades seven to
12. The savings bonds are presented to winners
four times a year.

From staff reports
BY WAYNE PARRY

The Associated Press

LITTLE EGG HARBOR, N.J.
— The target was an object on the
ground well within the confines
of the Warren Grove firing range,
a 2,400-acre scrub pine expanse
used by the military to train pilots
in bombing and strafing tech-
niques.

But when the heavy gun in the
left wing of an Air National Guard
F-16 fighter jet fired Wednesday
night, it sent 25 rounds of 20mm
ammunition smashing through
the roof and zinging off the as-
phalt parking lot of the Little Egg
Harbor Intermediate School 3½
miles from the range.

Military investigators are try-
ing to determine how it could
have happened.

A custodian was the only per-
son in the school when the shots
hit at 11 p.m., and no one was in-
jured.

The jet that fired the rounds
was assigned to the 113th Wing of
the District of Columbia Air Na-
tional Guard, based at Andrews
Air Force Base in Maryland. It re-
turned there after the shots were
fired, an Air National Guard
spokesman said.

Military officials would not
identify the pilot. Operations
were suspended at the firing
range pending completion of the
investigation.

Police were called after the cus-
todian heard what sounded like
someone running across the roof.

Police Chief Mark Siino said of-
ficers who responded noticed
punctures in the roof. Ceiling tiles
had fallen into classrooms, and
there were scratch marks in the
asphalt outside.

The pilot of the single-seat jet
was supposed to fire at a ground
target on the firing range 3½

miles from the school, said Col.
Brian Webster, commander of
the 177th Fighter Wing of the
New Jersey Air National Guard,
which is responsible for the
range.

The plane was flying at 7,000
feet when the rounds were fired
from the M61-A1 Vulcan cannon
in the plane’s left wing. The weap-
on fires 2-inch-long lead projec-
tiles that do not explode, Webster
said.

Webster said he did not know
what caused the gun to fire.

“The National Guard takes this
situation very seriously,” said Lt.
Col. Roberta Niedt, a spokeswom-
an for the state Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs.
“The safety of our people and the
surrounding communities are our
foremost concern.”

Mike Dupuis, president of the
township’s Board of Education,
said school workers are mindful
that the firing range is nearby.

“Being so close to the range,
that’s always in the back of our
minds. It is very scary. I have chil-
dren in that school and relatives
that work there,” he said.

Schools in New Jersey were
closed Thursday because of a
teachers convention.

The Warren Grove range,
about 30 miles north of Atlantic
City, has been used by the mili-
tary since the end of World War
II, long before the surrounding
area was developed.

In 2002, an Air National Guard
F-16 that had been practicing at
the range crashed along the Gar-
den State Parkway. The plane’s
pilot ejected safely, and no one on
the ground was hurt.

Errant practice bombs were
blamed for forest fires that
burned more than 11,000 acres of
the Pine Barrens near the range
in 1999 and more than 1,600 acres
in 2002.

Guard F-16 hits

school in error

AP

Little Egg Harbor Intermediate School in Little Egg Harbor, N.J., is

closed off Thursday after a National Guard F-16 fighter jet on a night-

time training mission strafed the school with 25 rounds of ammunition,

according to authorities. No one was injured.

New card for veterans helps
protect personal information

Little Egg Harbor Intermediate, near
N.J. firing range, shot at by mistake
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BY TINI TRAN

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. jets struck Fallujah
with five air raids in 12 hours, softening up
the insurgent stronghold for an expected
major assault. Guerrillas responded with a
rocket attack Friday, killing a U.S. soldier
and wounding seven others, the U.S. mili-
tary said.

Iraq’s interim prime minister, Ayad Al-
lawi, warned that the “window is closing”
for a peaceful settlement to avert an offen-
sive on Fallujah, west of Baghdad. U.S.
troops sealed off roads into the city over-
night.

U.S. commanders said a combined
U.S.-Iraqi force would carry out the attack
on what is considered the insurgents’ stron-
gest bastion.

Prime Minister Ayad Allawi must give
the green light for the operation — part of a
campaign to uproot insurgents ahead of
vital elections planned for late January.

The deadly rocket attack came a day
after two American Marines were killed
and four others were wounded Thursday
in fighting west of Baghdad.

The rocket attack occurred about 1:20
p.m. Friday against a U.S. position outside
Fallujah. Also on the outskirts of Fallujah,
guerrillas attacked two new checkpoints
set up by U.S. forces, prompting exchanges
of fire that killed at least one attacker, the
military said.

In another incident, mortar shells explod-
ed on a small U.S. base at Saqlawiyah west
of Fallujah, the military said. U.S. troops re-
turned fire, killing an undetermined num-
ber of insurgents, the military said.

Elsewhere, three British soldiers were
killed Thursday south of Baghdad and
eight others were wounded when a suicide
driver blew up his vehicle at a checkpoint.
An Iraqi translator also died in the attack.

It was the single biggest loss of life for
the British since August 2003 and came
only days after British troops redeployed
from the relative safety of the south to the
base close to Baghdad in order to free up
U.S. troops for a Fallujah offensive.

Ayad Allawi suggested Friday that the of-
fensive could come soon.

“We intend to liberate the people and to
bring the rule of law to Fallujah,” Allawi
told reporters in Brussels, where he was ap-
pealing to European nations to keep troops

in Iraq and to accelerate training of Iraqi
forces.

“The window really is closing for a
peaceful settlement,” he said.

“We have been asked by the people of
Fallujah to help them liberate them from
the terrorists and insurgents,” he said. Al-
lawi said most to the city’s civilian popula-
tion had left.

However, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan warned that the election could be
undermined by a new campaign against
Fallujah because of a possible backlash
from the Sunni Muslim community.

In a letter dated Oct. 31, Annan told
American, British and Iraqi leaders that
the United Nations wants to help prepare
for the elections but fears a rise in violence
could disrupt the process.

“I have in mind not only the risk of in-
creased insurgent violence, but also re-
ports of major military offensives being
planned by the multinational force in key
localities such as Fallujah,” Annan wrote
in the letter obtained by The Associated
Press.

U.S. airstrikes early Friday hit a system
of barriers rigged with bombs in the south-
eastern part of Fallujah, a command post,
suspected fighting positions and a weapons
cache, said Lt. Nathan Braden of 1st Ma-
rine Division.

Explosions could be heard in the south-
ern part of Fallujah on Friday afternoon.

Also Friday, U.S. Marines fired on a civil-
ian vehicle that did not stop at a checkpoint
in Fallujah, killing an Iraqi woman and
wounding her husband, according to the
U.S. military and witnesses.

The car didn’t notice the checkpoint at
the time, witnesses said.

“Marines fire upon vehicles only as a
last resort when verbal and visual warn-
ings to stop fail. Such was the case today,”
the Marines said in an e-mailed response.

Meanwhile, the Iraqi election commis-
sion said that Iraqis who live outside the
country will be allowed to vote in the elec-
tion, which is to be held by Jan. 31.

Commission spokesman Fareed Ayar
said the government planned to establish
voting centers in countries with large Iraqi
populations.

Details of how many centers, where they
would be located and which countries
would be involved have not been finalized,
he said.

Iraqi authorities have put together a
team of Iraqi administrators to run Fallu-
jah after the offensive, Marine Maj. Jim
West said Thursday. West said $75 million
has been earmarked to repair the city.

The strategy is similar to one used when
U.S. troops restored government authority
in the Shiite holy city Najaf last August
after weeks of fighting with militiamen.

The deteriorating security situation

prompted the humanitarian organization
Medecins Sans Frontieres, or Doctors With-
out Borders, to announce it was closing its
operations in Iraq. CARE International
withdrew from the country after its nation-
al director, Margaret Hassan, was kid-
napped last month.

An Iraqi known for cooperating with
Americans was killed near Ramadi, police
said. The assailants stopped a car carrying
Sheik Bezei Ftaykhan, ordered the driver
to leave and pumped about 30 bullets into
the sheik’s body, police said.

The wave of violence in Iraq also has
been marked by the kidnapping of more
than 170 foreigners, more than 30 of them
killed, since Saddam Hussein’s regime fell
in April 2003.

In other developments Friday:
� Four buses carrying Shiite pilgrims to

Karbala plunged into a river near Latifiyah
in central Iraq, killing 18 people on board,
when the drivers apparently failed to see
that a bridge had been destroyed two days
earlier by insurgents, said Dr. Dawoud
al-Taie of nearby Mahmoudiya Hospital.

� A private security company, Global
Risk Strategies, said a British contractor
was killed in a suicide car bombing at
Baghdad airport Wednesday that also in-
jured several Iraqi civilians.

� In Muqdadiyah, north of Baghdad, a
mortar shell targeting a police station fell
short, killing two children in a nearby
home, police said.

Military hospital in Iraq sets up morgue,
doubles staff in preparation for assault

U.S. deaths in Iraq

BY JIM KRANE

The Associated Press

NEAR FALLUJAH, Iraq —
The combat hospital on the chief
U.S. base near Fallujah has set up
a morgue and doubled medical
staff and supplies in preparation
for an expected stream of casual-
ties from an anticipated assault
on the rebel stronghold.

“We’ve had 20 to 30 casualties
on a given day here. We expect
maybe double that on a serious
day. And we can handle them,”
Capt. Eric Lovell, a U.S. Navy doc-
tor, said at the base hospital, a
concrete building announced by a
sign saying “Cheaters of Death.”

The hospital added a Marine

Mortuary Affairs team last
month, a unit charged with identi-
fying dead troops, cataloguing
their personal effects and prepar-
ing their bodies for the flight to
Dover Air Force Base in Dela-
ware in the United States.

The morgue team counts 16 re-
servists trained in handling corps-
es of U.S. troops as well as Iraqi ci-
vilians and fighters that arrive at
the hospital here, said Command-
er Lach Noyes, a U.S. Navy sur-
geon. The morgue team also trav-
els to bomb scenes to recover
body parts and corpses that need
to be extracted from vehicles.

In hospital parlance, those
killed in action are known as “an-
gels.” In last weekend’s suicide

bombing of a truckload of U.S.
Marines traveling south of Fallu-
jah, the eight killed and nine in-
jured came to the hospital. “We
took care of angels and wounded
on that one,” Noyes said.

The hospital’s daily toil is grim.
Patients arrive with devastating
wounds. Common procedures in-
clude amputations or stabilizing
broken bones or torn organs. The
surgeons and staff say they cope,
knowing the soldiers need them
to be steady in the face of shock-
ing carnage.

“The first patient I had was six
hours after I got here,” Lovell
said. “His heart was out of his
chest. I said ‘Whoa, that’s a shak-
er. Welcome to Fallujah.’ But I’m
more confident now.”

Three U.S. troops
killed in fighting

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, Nov. 4, 2004,
at least 1,123 members of the
U.S. military have died since the
beginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an As-
sociated Press count. At least
862 died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, the Defense Department
said. The figures include three
military civilians.

The AP count is two higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated Thursday at
10 a.m. EST.

The British military has re-
ported 73 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary

and Latvia have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 985 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 753 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

� None reported.
The latest identifications re-

ported by the Defense Depart-
ment:

� Army Sgt. Charles J. Webb,
22, Hamilton, Ohio; killed
Wednesday by an explosive in
Baghdad, Iraq; assigned to the
82nd Engineer Battalion, 1st In-
fantry Division (Mechanized),
Bamberg, Germany.

Allawi: ‘Window is closing’ to avert assault

AP

American soldiers convoy toward the insurgent-held city of Fallujah as residents evacuate the city. In multiple airstrikes on Friday,

U.S. warplanes struck several targets in Fallujah, including a system of barriers rigged with bombs in the southeastern part of the city.

They also hit a command post, suspected fighting positions and a weapons cache, said Lt. Nathan Braden, of 1st Marine Division.
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Above: Lt. Col. Erik Kurilla, right,

speaks to the resident of a house

during a cordon-and-knock

mission in Mosul, Iraq. For the

mission, U.S. and Iraqi forces

systematically check out a

neighborhood looking for enemy

forces or illegal weapons, but do

so without building animosity.

“Rather than kick the door and

make everybody upset, we knock

and ask permission to come in,”

says Capt. Matthew McGrew.

Left: An Iraqi National Guard

soldier speaks to a resident in his

home during an early-morning

mission. The first face a resident

sees during a cordon-and-knock

mission is always an Iraqi National

Guard soldier. Facing insurgents

who are increasingly tagerting

Iraqi forces, the Iraqi soldiers

wear scarves to conceal their

identity.

PHOTOS BY JULIANA GITTLER

Stars and Stripes

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Arabic televi-
sion station Al-Jazeera said Fri-
day a Filipino and a Nepalese kid-
napped earlier in the week have
been released by their captors.
Nepalese officials confirmed the
report but the Filipinos said they
could not.

The Doha, Qatar-based satel-
lite network did not give a source
for its information, saying the re-
lease of the two hostages comes
after the wife of one hostage ap-
pealed to kidnappers for his re-
lease on the occasion of holy Ra-
madan.

Earlier in the day, Nepal’s for-
eign minister announced the re-
lease of Inus Dewari, 27, who had
been abducted along with Filipi-
no accountant Robert Tarongoy,
an unidentified American col-

league and three other Iraqis by
armed gunmen from their com-
pound in Baghdad on Monday.

Minister Prakash Sharan
Mahat said Dewari’s Saudi em-
ployers had assured him that
Dewari was safe and had been
taken to the airport.

It was unclear when he was re-
leased and who his captors were.

All six men had worked for the
Saudi Arabian Trading and Con-
struction Co, a Riyadh-based com-
pany that provided catering and
foodstuffs to the Iraqi army and
others. Two of the Iraqi guards
have already been released.

There have been no claims of
responsibility and no demands
made for the remaining hostages’
release.

Government officials in Manila
said Friday they have no informa-
tion about Tarongoy being freed
and are checking on the reports.

Earlier in the day, Tarongoy’s
wife in Manila made a plea for his
release and reminded his abduc-
tors that there are no longer any
Filipino troops in the war-torn na-
tion.

“Robert is a good man with
deep respect for all Muslims,”
said Ivy Tarongoy. “My country,
the Philippines, has no troops in
Iraq. My husband and I wish only
the best for the Iraqi people.

“I ask that he be freed as a sym-
bol of goodwill and friendship be-
tween the peoples of Iraq and the
Philippines,” she told The Associ-
ated Press. “I do not see any more

possible grievances that the kid-
nappers may have against the
Philippine government.”

It was the second abduction of
a Filipino worker in Iraq. More
than 4,000 Filipinos work in U.S.
military camps across Iraq, most-
ly as maintenance workers and
cooks because of the high wages.

The Philippines have an-
nounced a ban on work in Iraq,
but about 2,000 Filipinos have en-
tered Iraq since the ban was im-
posed.

In July, insurgents snatched
truck driver Angelo dela Cruz
and persuaded Manila to recall
its small peacekeeping force
early in exchange for his life. The
move was sharply criticized by
Washington and its allies but
hailed in the Philippines.

BY JULIANA GITTLER

Stars and Stripes

MOSUL, Iraq — Before the
first streaks of dawn break
through the sky, teams of U.S.
and Iraqi forces systematically
trickle through a neighborhood
on a “cordon-and-knock” mis-
sion.

They rap on each door, check
inside for weapons or explosives
and pass out leaflets asking for
help finding terrorists. They’re
hoping to flush out lurking enemy
forces, but a critical part of the
mission is more proactive. It lets
residents get to know coalition
forces.

Unlike a raid, a
“knock” operation
is meant to stay
tranquil. Soldiers
don’t break down
doors; they work
to earn the locals’
respect.

“Rather than
kick the door and
make everybody
upset, we knock and ask permis-
sion to come in,” says Capt. Mat-
thew McGrew, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company com-
mander and liaison with the Iraqi
guardsmen. “That being said, we
are checking every house.”

The missions also are meant
bolster support for the burgeon-
ing Iraqi National Guard. An
Iraqi guardsman will be the first
person the homeowners see when
they open their doors.

“The key is you want to get that
Iraqi face forward,” Lt. Col. Erik
Kurilla, commander of the 1st
Battalion, 24th Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Brigade (Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team), 25th Infan-
try Division (Light), tells the unit
leaders before they move out for
a recent mission.

Shortly after 4 a.m., soldiers
load into their Strykers and roll
across the city to the targeted
neighborhood. One group secures

a perimeter around the affluent
neighborhood. Another starts
working its way from door to
door.

Insurgents have launched mor-
tars from the neighborhood be-
fore, gunning for Iraqi guards-
men. Locals tell the U.S. soldiers
that the insurgents drive in,
launch the mortars, then scatter.

Despite the Army’s goal of mak-
ing friends in the neighborhood,
the residents are uneasy about
the soldiers’ early morning visit.
But they seem eager to keep
enemy forces out. As soldiers
leave one home, a woman and sev-
eral children huddled in a side

room offer a
thumbs up and a
smile.

“I think they’re
so used to the
American and coa-
lition presence,”
Kurilla says.
“They’re used to
the knock at the
door.”

The three-hour
mission turns out peaceful. There
is no small-arms fire or explo-
sives. Soldiers find some gre-
nades, make one arrest and begin
identifying residents who might
offer future intelligence.

“Every once in a while some-
one will give us a good lead,”
McGrew says.

It’s also another step in prepar-
ing Iraqi forces for the United
States’ eventual departure. But
the Iraqi guardsmen still have
plenty of training to do. Insur-
gents are already targeting them,
even though the guardsmen wear
scarves to hide their identities.
For two nights before the cordon
and knock, ING soldiers were in-
jured engaging the enemy.

“They’re threatening their fami-
lies, but they still come back to
work,” McGrew says. “They want
to do their jobs.”

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:

gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

Al-Jazeera: Captors release two hostages

‘Knock’ missions
help earn respect

AP

Grace Ivy Tarongoy begged

kidnappers in Iraq to release her

husband, Filipino accountant

Robert Tarongoy. He was one of

two hostages reportedly released

Friday.

Filipino, Nepalese workers among six taken Monday

The key is you

want to get

that Iraqi face

forward.

Lt. Col. Erik Kurilla
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BY CHARLIE COON

Stars and Stripes

PORT OF DJIBOUTI, Djibouti — The
port looked peaceful enough.

Waves washed the rocks. Crabs climbed
out of the water to sun themselves. But
Staff Sgt. Joe Mendiola wasn’t taken in by
the mellowness.

“Anywhere you go on this side of the
world, if you leave your guard down,
you’re going to get hurt,” said Mendiola, of
the Guam Army National Guard. “It may
look peaceful, but there are eyes out
there.”

Mendiola was one a 44 troops pulling se-
curity Wednesday at the Port of Djibouti
for the arrival of a U.S. military ship. The
ship, an Army TSV-1X, would be carrying
containers of supplies — mostly food — for
the troops based at nearby Camp Lemoni-
er.

Djibouti is not the most violent outpost in

the war against terror: Not a single shot
has been fired in anger here since the U.S.
military took over operation of the former
French base in May 2003.

But since Djibouti is located 17 miles
across the strait from the Arabian Peninsu-
la and next to tempestuous nations such as
Somalia and Sudan, why take chances?

First Lt. Spencer Templeton of Norfolk,
Va., a force-protection officer for Com-
bined Joint Task Force — Horn of Africa,
said troops from all four service branches
participated in this day’s port security,
along with Djiboutian port security offic-
ers.

They arrived at about 2:30 p.m., 2½
hours before the scheduled arrival of the
ship. Some of the troops combed the road-
side and nearby buildings for bombs and
searched passing vehicles.

“When you’re searching for [improvised
explosive devices], you’re looking for some-
thing that doesn’t belong,” Templeton said.

Bosco was on duty, too.

After troops made visual inspections for
explosives, Bosco, a 7-year-old Belgian Ma-
linois, went sniffing around for anything
the troops might have missed, as well as
into tight spaces the troops couldn’t reach.

Bosco was helped by Marine Cpl. Terry
Donaldson of Marine Central Command,
who liked his job.

“On one hand, most Marines are very
best friends with other Marines,” Donald-
son said, a Columbus, Ohio native. “I’m
very best friends with my dog.

“A lot of [troops] just like seeing a dog,
because they might be missing their dog
back home.”

Next to the huge concrete slab to which
the ship would be moored, Chief Petty Of-
ficer Daniel Trout and Petty Officer 1st
Class Roy Sedano searched underwater for
anything that wasn’t quite right.

The water, they said, was muddy with
very low visibility.

“We had to do a lot of work with our
hands,” said Trout, a member of Navy Ex-
plosive Ordnance Disposal Detachment 18
of Sigonella, Sicily.

“It takes good diver discipline to not hit
the bottom and kick up more silt,” the West
Palm Beach, Fla., native said.

About 1,500 U.S. troops are stationed in
and around Djibouti, a small country in
eastern Africa. French, German, Roma-
nian and other troops help patrol the strate-
gic sea lane.

That was fine with Said Haussein, the
port-protection director for the Djiboutian
navy.

“We feel very good about it,” Haussein
said. “We want to help them, and they are
very welcome in our country.

“We want to be a commercial port. We
want our friends to come here. We want to
protect it.”

E-mail Charlie Coon at:

coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As the wife
of a 25-year Air Force veteran,
Debra Bascom has long dreaded
the day that word would arrive on
her doorstep that her husband
had died on a distant battlefield.

“It never occurred to me that
such an incident would occur for
my son instead,” she wrote in a
letter this week to President Bush
describing the pain of losing her
oldest son, Marine Corps Sgt. Dou-
glas E. Bascom, 25, of Colorado
Springs, Colo. He was killed by in-
surgents in western Iraq on Oct.
20.

Bascom is one of more than
1,100 American troops who have
died in the Iraq conflict, but the
first from a rarely mobilized sec-
tor of the military known as the In-
dividual Ready Reserve.

Hundreds of the Army’s Indi-

vidual Ready Reserve have failed
to report for duty on time since
the Army began sending out mobi-
lization orders to individual re-
servists last summer, but Debra
Bascom said her son never hesi-
tated when the Marine Corps
called last April with his orders.

“He wanted to go to Iraq and
fight and serve,” she said in a tele-
phone interview Tuesday.

Individual Ready Reserve
members are people who were
honorably discharged after finish-
ing their active-duty service, usu-
ally four to six years, but re-
mained in the ready reserve for
the rest of the eight-year commit-
ment they made when they joined
the Army. They are separate
from the reserve troops who are
more routinely mobilized — the
National Guard and Reserve.

Bascom joined the Marines at
age 19 and spent four years on ac-
tive duty. Once he was out of uni-

form he began to feel out of place,
knowing that thousands of Ma-
rines were fighting in Iraq.

“He was a Marine,” his mother
said. “He told me that if you’re a
Marine you protect your own, you
protect their back, you fight. You
don’t stay home.” When the Iraq
war started in March 2003, Bas-
com’s parents encouraged him to
get out of the Marines and avoid
the risk of combat.

“He did get out, but it bothered
him,” Debra said. “He hadn’t
done what he felt was the right
thing. So when he got back in he
told me: ‘Mom, I have to go. I’ll be
careful, but I have to go because
I’m a Marine.’ ”

Leaving his job at a savings and
loan, Bascom found himself in
Iraq in early September, assigned
to the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine
Regiment. On Oct. 17, he called
home to tell his parents that he’d
been awarded a Purple Heart for

a flesh wound he suffered about
two weeks earlier when a bullet
grazed his arm.

Three days later he was killed,
apparently near the city of Rama-
di, a stronghold of the insurgency
and one of the most dangerous
places in Iraq for U.S. troops. De-
tails are still sketchy, but appar-
ently shrapnel from a bomb or
grenade penetrated behind his
left ear, killing him instantly.

In her letter to Bush, Debra
Bascom said she supports the
president’s approach to fighting
terrorism.

“I believe my son died for a
cause that is essential to the wel-
fare of our world,” she wrote.

She told the president that two
days after the family was notified
of Douglas’s death, an e-mail
from him arrived “telling us how
happy he was to be serving” and
how he looked forward to return-
ing home. He also mentioned that

he’d written letters still winding
their way to Colorado.

“This is a mixed blessing,” she
told Bush. “How does one endure
the loss of a loved one as messag-
es of life and the future continue
to arrive in the mail?”

PHOTOS BY CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

Above: Petty Officer 1st Class Roy Sedano of Chula Vista, Calif., center,

climbs out of the water at the Port of Djibouti on Wednesday after in-

specting underwater for bombs prior to the arrival of an Army ship.

Right: Sgt. Michael Taman of Mangilao, Guam, and the Guam Army

National Guard keeps watch as an Army ship pulls into port Wednesday.

Mom’s letter to Bush describes loyalty, loss

Port of Djibouti may look peaceful, but safety requires diligence

Sgt. Douglas E. Bascom

‘There are eyes out there’
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BY MIKE GLOVER

The Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — Presi-
dent Bush won Iowa on Friday,
finishing the campaign with wins
in all three of the states that were
still up in the air on election night.

The last re-
sult came in
the state that
started the
election year
with its
party caucus-
es back in
January. Al-
though Dem-
ocratic Sen.
John Kerry
already had
conceded
the race for the White House on
Wednesday, the counting of ab-
sentee ballots continued in Iowa.

By Friday, Bush had 745,980
votes and Kerry had 732,764 with
the number of outstanding ballots
too few to change the outcome.

Long after the polls closed on
Tuesday, Bush won Ohio, which
gave him the 270 electoral votes

necessary for a second term, and
then he won New Mexico.

With Iowa decided on Friday,
Bush finished with 286 electoral
votes and Kerry 252.

In 2000, Democrat Al Gore won
Iowa and New Mexico. The only
Republican-to-Democratic switch
this year was New Hampshire.

The Democrats’ defeat in Iowa
reflects a larger problem for
them in the Midwest and across
the political map.

Along with Wisconsin and Min-
nesota, Iowa and its seven elector-
al votes are part of the once-Demo-
cratic Upper Midwest that is grow-
ing more conservative with each
presidential election. Kerry won
Minnesota by 3 percentage points,
Wisconsin by a single point.

In addition, Michigan and Penn-
sylvania went Democratic by 3
percentage points or less and
Bush won Ohio despite its eco-
nomic miseries.

Democrats hope to cultivate
the Southwest as a fertile substi-
tute for Midwest losses, but Bush
narrowed Democratic advantag-
es among Hispanics in the region.

So GOP red states dominated

the Electoral College map, with
dashes of blue saved for both
coasts and the shifting Midwest.

Kerry began campaigning in
Iowa nearly three years ago. His
surprising win in the Jan. 19 cau-
cuses over a slate of eight other
candidates gave him the momen-
tum to claim the Democratic nom-
ination.

In Iowa, absentee ballots had to
be postmarked by Nov. 1, and
those received by county auditors
up until noon Monday can be
counted. Special precinct boards
also have been reviewing provi-
sional ballots that were cast.

The state will not certify its re-
sults until Nov. 29. Iowa Secre-
tary of State Chet Culver had
asked the public for patience
while the state pursued its
vote-counting process, which has
been in place for 30 years.

Both the Bush and Kerry cam-
paigns had worked hard to cap-
ture Iowa’s electoral votes, with a
steady stream of visitors in the
weeks leading up to Election Day.

Before this year, the last Repub-
lican to carry Iowa was Ronald
Reagan in 1984.

Democratic Sen. John Kerry earns 252 Electoral College votes

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — An error with an electronic voting system
gave President Bush 3,893 extra votes in suburban Columbus, elec-
tions officials said.

Franklin County’s unofficial results had Bush receiving 4,258
votes to Democrat John Kerry’s 260 votes in a precinct in Gahanna.

Records show only 638 voters cast ballots in that precinct.
Bush actually received 365 votes in the precinct, Matthew Dam-

schroder, director of the Franklin County Board of Elections, told
The Columbus Dispatch.

State and county election officials did not immediately respond to
requests by The Associated Press for more details about the voting
system and its vendor, and whether the error, if repeated elsewhere
in Ohio, could have affected the outcome.

Bush won the state by more than 136,000 votes, according to unof-
ficial results, and Kerry conceded the election on Wednesday after
acknowledging that 155,000 provisional ballots yet to be counted in
Ohio would not change the result.

The Secretary of State’s Office said Friday it could not revise
Bush’s total until the county reported the error.

The Ohio glitch is among a handful of computer troubles that
have emerged since Tuesday’s elections.

In one North Carolina county, more than 4,500 votes were lost be-
cause officials mistakenly believed a computer that stored ballots
electronically could hold more data than it did.

And in San Francisco, a malfunction with custom voting software
could delay efforts to declare the winners of four races for county
supervisor.

BY DIEDTRA HENDERSON

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Buffeted by
criticism, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration said Friday that it
would appoint a director of drug
safety and take other steps to im-
prove the safety of medications.

Critics charge the agency ig-
nored risks associated with anti-
depressants and the blockbuster
drug Vioxx, then intimidated its
own reviewers when they pointed
to safety concerns in both cases.
As sick and elderly Americans
competed in lotteries for scarce
flu vaccine, members of Con-
gress chided the FDA for relying
on the word of Chiron, the vac-
cine manufacturer, rather than in-
vestigating as aggressively as
British regulators.

“Medicines that receive FDA
approval are among the safest in
the world; the measures we are
taking are designed to strength-
en this quality as well as our con-
sumers’ confidence that FDA’s
processes ensure the highest pro-
tection of the public health,”
Lester M. Crawford, acting FDA
commissioner, said in a state-
ment.

FDA’s Center for Drug Evalua-
tion and Research will fill the va-
cant post of director of the Office
of Drug Safety to oversee the safe-
ty of drugs after they have been
approved for use.

In addition, the agency will
sponsor a study by the Institute
of Medicine, the health care arm

of the National Academy of Sci-
ence, to look at the effectiveness
of the agency’s drug safety over-
sight.

The study will take a closer
look at whether improvements
are needed to tease out more de-
tails of a drug’s side effects as it is
more widely used.

The FDA also said it would
begin a program to bridge differ-
ences of opinions among its scien-
tific reviewers.

Because “such disagreements
can have a potentially significant
public health impact,” Crawford
said the agency will convene an
independent panel to review doc-
uments and make recommenda-
tions within 30 days to resolve
those disputes.

Crawford said the agency’s clin-
ical reviewers and epidemiolo-
gists “evaluate and respond to
identified concerns. This is what
occurred recently with antide-
pressants and Vioxx.”

Yet, in both cases reviewers
told members of Congress they
faced resistance within the agen-
cy after raising red flags.

This week, the FDA released
David Graham’s report on Vioxx
in which the associate director
for science said “disturbingly” he
found evidence of increased car-
diovascular risks among people
taking the drug continued to
mount after a 2000 study and an-
other study linked the drug to
“significantly increased” risk of
hospitalization for gastrointesti-
nal bleeding.

Bush

Bush wins Iowa, bringing total to 286
Ohio voting machine error
gave president extra votes

New measures aiming
to improve drug safety

IN THE STATES
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BY JIM ABRAMS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The next
Congress will look slightly more
like the real America, with more
women, Hispanics and blacks, in-
cluding the first black man to
enter the Senate in a quarter cen-
tury.

In addition to Senator-elect
Barack Obama, D-Ill., only the
third black ever to be elected by
popular vote to the Senate, newly
elected senators Ken Salazar,
D-Colo., and Mel Martinez,
R-Fla., will become the only His-
panic-Americans in the Senate.

The House will see the arrival
of Bobby Jindal, R-La., the son of
immigrants from India and only
the second Indian-American to
serve in Congress.

There will be 65 women in the
435-member House in the 109th
Congress, including Democratic
leader Nancy Pelosi and 41 other
Democrats and 23 Republicans.
That’s up five from the current
Congress.

Among the newcomers are Mel-
issa Bean, D-Ill., a 42-year-old
businesswoman who unseated
Rep. Philip Crane, the long-
est-serving member of the
House, and Gwen Moore, D-Wis.,
the first black ever to represent
Wisconsin.

The Senate will continue to
have 14 women. Sen. Lisa

Murkowski, R-Alaska, narrowly
survived a tough election chal-
lenge, but the other four women
up for re-election — Democrats
Blanche Lincoln of Arkansas, Bar-
bara Boxer of California, Barbara
Mikulski of Maryland and Patty
Murray of Washington — won
handily.

The Congressional Black Cau-
cus boosted its representation in

the House by three, to 40, all Dem-
ocrats. That includes such veter-
ans as Charles Rangel, D-N.Y.,
top Democrat on the Ways and
Means Committee and John Cony-
ers, D-Mich., senior Democrat on
the Judiciary Committee.

Blacks in Congress are still
under the 13.3 percent share of
the population in general, but
now make up 20 percent of House

Democrats. “I think the caucus
will play a major role and will be
listened to very carefully,” said
Rep. Elijah Cummings, D-Md.,
current head of the Black Caucus.

Cummings said Obama’s elec-
tion in Illinois was a “tremendous
victory” that will open the door
for other black candidates. “It
shows that an African-American
who has the right kind of message
and is bright and has a lot on the
ball can win in a situation where
it is predominantly white.”

Obama, son of a black man
from Kenya and a white woman
from Kansas, will be the first Afri-
can-American in the Senate since
Carol Moseley Braun, D-Ill., left
in 1999 and the first black man
since Edward Brooke, a Massa-
chusetts Republican who served
from 1967 to 1979.

Hispanics in Congress were
still well below the national popu-
lation rate of 13.7 percent, but
picked up one seat in the House,
with 19 Democrats and four Re-
publicans elected.

More important, Hispanics will
return to the Senate for the first

time since Joseph Manuel Mon-
toya, D-N.M., was defeated in
1976.

Cuba-born Martinez was Hous-
ing and Urban Development sec-
retary in the Bush administration
before his successful run for the
Senate seat from Florida, while
Salazar, D-Col., replaced the retir-
ing Colorado Republican Ben
Nighthorse Campbell, the only
American Indian in the Senate.

With Campbell’s departure and
the defeat of Rep. Brad Carson,
D-Okla., in a Senate bid, the only
American Indian in Congress is
Tom Cole, R-Okla., a member of
the Chickasaw Nation.

There are also five Asians in
Congress: Hawaii’s Democratic
senators Daniel Akaka and
Daniel Inouye and three Demo-
cratic representatives — Michael
Honda and Bob Matsui of Califor-
nia and David Wu of Oregon.

According to a Congressional
Quarterly survey, the House will
have 128 Roman Catholics, 36
Presbyterians and 26 Jews, while
the Senate will have 24 Roman
Catholics, 14 Presbyterians and
11 Jews.

New Congress will be more like population
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BY NEKESA MUMBI MOODY

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — It seems Ashlee
Simpson will forever bear the
scarlet “L” — for lip-synching.

The 20-year-old “singer” has
been lampooned and shamed,
held up as an example of today’s
style-over-substance culture —
all because of one lip-synch gone
famously awry on “Saturday
Night Live.”

Yet must Simpson bear the
cross alone, while all the enter-
tainment world goes free? Consid-
er this:

� Now-classic footage from
shows like “American Band-
stand” featured artists lip-synch-
ing.

� Michael Jackson mouthed
part of his superstar-making mo-
ment on the “Motown 25” TV
show in 1983.

� Whitney Houston’s
spine-chilling rendition of the
“The Star-Spangled Banner” at
the 1991 Super Bowl was prere-
corded.

� And perhaps the only mo-
ments when Britney Spears did

not lip-synch during her recent
tour was when she said hello and
goodbye to her audience.

“It doesn’t make the least bit of
difference,” Dick Clark, Ameri-
ca’s oldest teenager and the cre-
ator of the now-defunct “Ameri-
can Bandstand,” said.

“Every motion picture you’ve
seen, every ‘American Band-
stand’ you saw, most of all MTV
you see, it’s all lip-synched,” he
said.

“[What’s important is] the im-
pression you get as an audience.
If you’re pleased with what you
saw, who gives a hoot how it got to
you?”

It never seemed to matter in
the past.

We’ve all watched performanc-
es where singers dance, prance
and almost do back-flips while
singing — but aren’t a bit out of
breath. Or when they sing earnest-
ly to a prerecorded ballad during
a TV show. Or rap along to their
own song, à la Eminem, also on a
recent “Saturday Night Live.”

Producer Jimmy Jam, who’s
worked with artists ranging from
Janet Jackson to Usher, said he

too was surprised over the Simp-
son incident — surprised that it
was such a big deal.

“I thought everybody knew
that everybody lip-synched,” he
said. “I just thought when you
went and saw Britney Spears, you
knew that she lip-synched the
whole concert. ... They’re seeing a
show, and to them, that’s what a
show is.”

Not for everyone. R&B veteran
Patti LaBelle, known for her
booming voice and creative im-
provisations, lamented that “the
whole world is so phony today, so
people are accepting it. People
are loving phonies.”

Sounding hoarse from recent
performances, LaBelle said she
never lip-synchs at shows. But
she’s seen plenty of it and not just
from singers with feather-light
voices.

“I was surprised when I heard
some of the people who were
doing it,” he said. “When some of
the bigger stars who can sing
their butts off are using some en-
hancements, I’m like, why?”

Steve Leeds, a former record
executive at labels such as Virgin
and Universal, offers an explana-
tion: “People want to hear what’s
on the record. You’ve got to sup-
ply that expectation with whatev-
er’s necessary. Studio wizardry is
definitely part of a live music
show today.”

Sometimes, performers just
plain lip-synch. Other times they
add an extra vocal of the song,
and sing along to it so their voices
sound fuller. Then there’s live
help — background singers to
make the star’s voice sound stron-
ger.

And sometimes, they just want
it to sound perfect.

“There’s more of a premium of
getting it right,” said Jam.

“Whitney, when she did the na-
tional anthem, which was the
greatest national anthem that we
ever heard, what we heard over
the air was prerecorded. The rea-
son it was prerecorded was that
was a moment that no one wanted
any mistake. They didn’t want
any feedback, they didn’t want
any technical difficulties ... and it
was great.”

While Taylor Hanson of the
group Hanson acknowledges that
not all lip-synched performances

are evil, he complains that record
companies today are manufactur-
ing artists who can’t perform live
even if they wanted to.

“There’s so many great bands
who are performing, and singing
their guts out every night, and the
prevalence of artists being repre-
sented ... and saying, ‘Hey, every-
one does this, everyone sings to
track,’ I just think it’s lowering
the standard,” he fumed.

“It’s totally insulting to so much
great music out there.”

But P. Diddy says the practice
has become standard, especially
in an era where it’s become more
common for entertainers to do ev-
erything but juggle onstage.

“So many people at times have
used backup tracks. I just think
[Simpson] was the first one that
had a mishap on it. I’ve heard her
sing live. I don’t think she’s doing
no Milli Vanilli,” he said, refer-
ring to the infamous duo that
didn’t even sing the vocals they
were lip-synching to.

“That’s the way the ball bounc-
es,” Diddy said. “I don’t think
she’ll be the last one to sing along
to a track.”

Fla. slots approved

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — A
proposal that would let voters
decide whether to allow slot
machines at race tracks and
jai alai frontons in South Flori-
da won approval after elec-
tions officials discovered thou-
sands of absentee votes missed
in an electronic tally on Elec-
tion Day.

The vast majority of the
79,000 absentee ballots added
late in Broward County ap-
proved the initiative Thurs-
day. That made all the differ-
ence in the outcome, swamp-
ing the narrow lead that oppo-
nents had clung to since Tues-
day.

State and local elections offi-
cials said the ballot oversight
was due to human error in
computer programming, not a
technical glitch.

AbioCor patient dies

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — A man
who lived more than five
months with an artificial heart
has died of multiple organ fail-
ure, the heart manufacturer
said Friday.

William Wiley, 73, was the
14th recipient of the soft-
ball-sized AbioCor artificial
heart, which is made of plastic
and titanium and powered by
batteries.

When he received the de-
vice at Jewish Hospital in
May, Wiley probably had less
than two weeks to live without
the implant, said Andrea ten-
Broek, spokeswoman for
Abiomed Inc., the Danvers,
Mass.-based company that
makes the device.

AbioMed has said it hopes to
begin marketing the AbioCor
on a limited basis next year.

Jazz musician dies

LOS ANGELES — Jazz pia-
nist and songwriter Joe Bush-
kin, who co-wrote Frank Si-
natra’s first hit and performed
with some of the best jazz musi-
cians of his time, has died of
pneumonia. He was 87.

Bushkin died Wednesday at
his Santa Barbara home, his
daughter Nina Bushkin Jud-
son said.

Bushkin performed and re-
corded with such jazz and big

band
greats as
Fats
Waller,
Eddie
Condon
and Billie
Holiday.
As a mem-
ber of the
Tommy
Dorsey
band, he
co-wrote

the hit “Oh! Look at Me Now”
with John DeVries. The song
launched the career of a young
Frank Sinatra, the band’s vo-
calist.

Besides daughters Christina
and Nina, Bushkin is survived
by his wife, Francice, daugh-
ters Tippy Bushkin and Maria
Bushkin Stave, and six grand-
children.

From The Associated Press

Lip-synching furor: Out of tune with reality?

BY NATALIE GOTT

The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — A State Board of Educa-
tion member called on textbook publishers to
change the wording in health books being con-
sidered for use in Texas schools to clearly
state that marriage is between a man and a
woman.

Republican Terri Leo said certain books at-
tempt to nullify a Texas law banning the recog-
nition of same-sex civil unions by using “asex-
ual stealth phrases” such as “individuals who
marry” instead of husbands and wives.

“I want the reader, the child to know that
marriage is between a man and a woman,”

Leo said in a written statement released dur-
ing a board meeting Thursday.

The 15-member board is scheduled to vote
Friday on whether to approve the books for
middle- and high schools. The decision could
affect dozens of states because books sold in
Texas, the nation’s second-largest textbook
buyer, often are marketed elsewhere.

Democratic board member Mary Helen Ber-
langa noted that one textbook showed a pic-
ture of a mother and a father and a young girl
and her brother.

“We cannot start censoring books because
we do not like the terminology,” Berlanga
said. “I don’t see two males or two females
holding hands.”

The elected board, which has 10 Republi-
cans and five Democrats, is allowed to reject
books only because of factual errors or failure
to follow state-mandated curriculum.

A spokesman for one of the publishers, Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, said it will come up
with something it believes is appropriate and
bring it to the board Friday.

Randall Ellis, executive director of the Les-
bian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas, said Leo was
asserting a religious right agenda into stu-
dents’ textbooks.

“My bottom-line opinion is it’s irresponsi-
ble,” Ellis said.

“There comes a time when you need to put
your own agenda aside and do what’s best for
youth.”

Bushkin

AP

Singer Patti LaBelle, at the

Democratic National Convention

in Boston in July, says she never

lip-synchs at shows.

One member says books must define marriage as between man, woman

Texas Board argues textbook terms

Artists say fans’ demands for over-the-top performances fuel use of backup tracks
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BY LARA SUKHTIAN

The Associated Press

PARIS — Yasser Arafat is in a coma and
is “between life and death,” though he is
not brain dead, his spokeswoman said Fri-
day. Doctors still had no diagnosis, but anx-
ious Palestinian officials were already look-
ing for ways to prevent unrest if their
75-year-old leader dies.

Leila Shahid, the Palestinian envoy to
France, strongly denied French and Israeli
media reports that Arafat was being kept
alive on life support amid conflicting re-
ports over his condition after a sharp de-
cline a day earlier.

“I can assure you that there is no brain
death,” Shahid told French RTL radio. “He
is in a coma. We don’t know the type, but
it’s a reversible coma. ... Today we can say
that, given his condition and age, he is at a
critical point between life and death.”

Shahid suggested the coma occurred
after he was put under anesthesia to have
additional medical tests, including an endo-
scopy, colonoscopy and a biopsy of the spi-
nal cord.

“He may or may not wake up,” Shahid
said, adding that “all vital organs are func-

tioning.”
Endoscopy and colonoscopy, where a

camera is threaded down the throat and up
the colon to inspect the intestine, involves
sedation but not a
general anesthetic,
which would induce
unconsciousness.

However, a spinal
cord biopsy is often
done under general
anesthesia.

Experts say it is
highly unlikely that
Arafat’s coma was
caused by a reaction
to a general anesthet-
ic and that it is far
more probable that
deterioration in his
underlying illness
led to the coma.

With Arafat fighting for life, Palestinians

sought to project unity ahead of what is

feared will be a divisive succession strug-

gle. Arafat’s Fatah faction of the PLO met

with members of the militant groups

Hamas and Islamic Jihad, along with other

factions, in the Gaza Strip on Friday.
Arafat has not appointed a successor and

it appears that in any transition period, the
Palestinians will be led by a collective,

headed by Prime
Minister Ahmed
Qureia and Arafat’s
No. 2 in the PLO,
Mahmoud Abbas.

Much will depend
on how well the two
men get along, since
the division of pow-
ers is not clearly de-
fined. As prime min-
ister, Qureia is to
deal with day-to-day
affairs of governing
and he has assumed
some of Arafat’s fi-
nancial and security

powers. Abbas is to handle diplomacy, Pal-

estinian officials said.

Israel, meanwhile, underlined that it will

not allow Arafat to be buried in Jerusalem

as he reportedly wishes. Jerusalem is the

city where Jewish kings are buried and not

Arab terrorists,” Israeli Justice Minister

Yosef Lapid told Associated Press Televi-
sion News.

Palestinian lawmaker Saeb Erekat chid-
ed Israel after some celebrated reports that
Arafat had died.

Asked if there was any chance Arafat
will revive and be able to continue to rule,
Erekat said, “I don’t know. I’m not with the
doctors. The doctors haven’t told us. But
our thoughts and prayer is that he may be
[able to] do that.”

Putin signs Kyoto Protocol, will start in ’05

EU looks for better relations
with U.S. in Bush’s 2nd term

BY VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — President Vladimir Putin has
signed a bill confirming Russia’s ratification of the
Kyoto Protocol, the Kremlin said Friday, giving
the final stamp of approval to the global climate
pact that will come into force early next year.

Both houses of parliament last month ratified
the protocol, which aims to stem global warming
by reducing greenhouse-gas emissions. Putin
signed the bill on Thursday, the Kremlin said.

Without Russia’s support, the pact — which has
been rejected by the United States and Australia
— could not have come into effect.

It needed endorsement by 55 industrialized na-
tions accounting for at least 55 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions in 1990.

The United States alone accounted for 36 per-
cent of carbon dioxide emissions in 1990, while
Russia accounted for 17 percent.

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
praised Russia’s move.

“It’s a fresh start for policies to combat global
warming. I warmly welcome it,” he said.

After years of hesitation, Putin pledged in May
to speed up approval in return for the European
Union’s support of Russia’s bid to join the World
Trade Organization. The 1997 pact would take ef-
fect 90 days after Russia notified the United Na-
tions of its ratification.

Russian officials have voiced hope that the trea-
ty’s provisions allowing countries to trade green-
house gas emission allowances would enable Mos-
cow to attract foreign investment for its crumbling
industries.

Once the deal takes effect, industrialized coun-
tries will have until 2012 to cut their collective
emissions of six key greenhouse gases to 5.2 per-
cent below the 1990 level. Greenhouse gases are
believed to trap heat in the atmosphere.

Dollar hits record low on euro

Official: Arafat ‘at a critical
point between life and death’

AP

Supporters of Palestinian leader Yasser

Arafat hold a Palestinian flag as they stand

behind a fence outside the Percy Military

Teaching Hospital in Clamart outside Paris

early Friday.

BY RAF CASERT

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The
European Union and the United
States recommitted themselves
to a smooth trans-Atlantic rela-
tionship Friday and hoped Presi-
dent Bush’s second term would
no longer be marred by nasty po-
litical and trade disputes.

But French President Jacques
Chirac, wary of Washington’s glo-
bal economic and political clout,
said it was imperative for Europe
to boost its standing so that the
world can become “multi-polar.”

“It is evident that Europe, now
more than ever, must strengthen
its unity and dynamism when
faced with this great world
power,” Chirac said at the end of
a two-day summit. “More than

ever we must reinforce Europe
politically and economically.”

Jan Peter Balkenende, the
Dutch prime minister who
chaired the meeting of 25 EU
leaders, made a slate-clearing
phone call to Bush after hosting
the summit of government lead-
ers and congratulated him on his
re-election.

“We share the same values,”
said Balkenende. “We want to
fight terrorism, problems in parts
of the world, poverty — all the is-
sues make it necessary to work to-
gether.”

At their summit, EU leaders of-
fered to put differences aside and
issued a statement saying: “Our
deep political, economic and cul-
tural ties make us each other’s
natural and indispensable part-
ners.”

AP

French President Jacques Chirac gestures as he talks with Spain’s

Prime Minister Jose Luis Zapatero on Thursday prior to the start of the

EU summit in Brussels.

The Associated Press

BERLIN — The U.S. dollar hit
an all-time low against the euro
Friday, shrugging off positive
U.S. employment data amid wor-
ries about oil prices and concern
over the U.S. budget deficit.

The dollar had rallied a bit earli-
er in the day, with the euro brief-
ly dropping below $1.28 after the
U.S. Labor Department reported
that employers aggressively
hired new workers in October,
adding 337,000 people to their
payrolls.

But the U.S. currency resumed
its downward trend, and later in
the day the euro reached a new

high of $1.2950. It had reached its
previous peak of $1.2927 in Febru-
ary. The shared currency of 12
European nations has been trad-
ing since 1999.

Oil prices, which remain rela-
tively high despite an 11 percent
decline in the past 10 days, have
raised doubts about the strength
of the U.S. economy, adding new
concerns on top of high U.S. trade
and budget deficits, factors that
have weighed on the dollar for
months.

The U.S. current account defi-
cit, the broadest measure of for-
eign trade, has risen to nearly
$600 billion, or around 6 percent
of gross domestic product, as

Americans buy more from over-
seas than U.S. businesses can ex-
port.

Commerzbank economist Chris-
toph Balz said he expected to see
the euro hit $1.31 in the next cou-
ple of months, but to settle in the
long-term.

“The U.S. economy is stronger
than people think, which will lead
to higher interest rates and make
the dollar more attractive,” he
said.

In addition, many analysts be-
lieve the administration of U.S.
president George W. Bush,
re-elected Tuesday, has deliber-
ately sought a lower dollar in
order to help U.S. exports.

IN THE WORLD

PLO pushes for unity in face of possible transition power struggle

It appears that in any

transition period, the

Palestinians will be led

by a collective, headed

by Prime Minister

Ahmed Qureia and

Arafat’s No. 2 in the

PLO, Mahmoud Abbas.
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BY GEIR MOULSON

The Associated Press

BERLIN — The German government on
Thursday proposed moving the annual
Unity Day holiday to create an extra work-
ing day, a plan meant to help boost Eu-
rope’s biggest economy but labeled as un-
patriotic by some critics.

The Oct. 3 public holiday marks the date
on which West Germany and East Germa-
ny reunited in 1990, ending decades of
Cold War division. The Finance Ministry
said reunification will now be marked on
the first Sunday in October, and argued
that the economically struggling, formerly
communist east would benefit.

“Reducing the number of holidays will
mobilize extra forces for growth,” Econom-
ics and Labor Minister Wolfgang Clement
told reporters. “The national holiday won’t
be lost if it is celebrated on a Sunday —
that doesn’t stop anyone taking part with
every emotion.”

However, opposition leaders argued that
the move — announced days before next
week’s 15th anniversary of the fall of the
Berlin Wall — would have little economic
effect and would belittle the historical sig-
nificance of German reunification. The
move still requires approval by the lower
house of parliament.

President Horst Koehler, a member of
the conservative opposition, sent a letter to
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder calling the
day “a symbol for the reunification of Ger-
many in peace and freedom [that] is impor-

tant for the future of our country,” accord-
ing to an early report by the Frankfurter Al-
lgemeine Zeitung daily.

“Oct. 3 is the most important symbol of
national identity and of the bonds between
Germans,” said Bavaria’s conservative gov-

ernor, Edmund Stoiber. “Scrapping the na-
tional holiday on Oct. 3 shows no sense of
history and is unpatriotic.”

Germany’s top union leader argued that
moving the holiday — part of a package of
measures meant to ensure Germany’s com-
pliance with European Union budget rules
next year — would deliver “no stimulus to
the labor market that is worthy of mention.”

“Measures that lengthen working time
are the wrong way to go,” Michael Som-
mer said. “Moving the national holiday to a
Sunday detracts from the significance of
the historic events of German unification.”

Hours worked per year have steadily
shrunk since the days of Germany’s post-
war economic boom in the 1960s and 70s.
Some economists argue that Germans’
long vacations and many holidays are one
of the reasons for the country’s economic
underperformance. Six weeks’ paid vaca-
tion each year is typical, and a dozen more
days are taken up by holidays.

Clement’s ministry has estimated that
adding the single extra working day would
push up gross domestic product growth by
0.1 percentage point. Economists have said
that a calendar quirk this year that puts
several major holidays on weekends will
add as much as 0.6 percent to growth.

Growth in Germany has picked up after
three years of stagnation, but unemploy-
ment remains just above 10 percent and do-
mestic demand is sluggish.

Economists also forecast that Germany
in 2005 will breach for the fourth straight
year EU rules that oblige countries using
the euro to keep their budget deficits to a
maximum 3 percent of GDP.

On Thursday, the government predicted
that tax revenue for this year and next
would fall a total short of initial estimates.

In addition to moving the holiday, it said
it would sell formerly state-owned compa-
nies’ pension liabilities in an effort to com-
ply with the budget rules next year.

Moving the Unity Day holiday is “com-
pletely right,” said Lars Uebelacker, a
29-year-old who works for a car rental
agency in Frankfurt. “I think other coun-
tries are more flexible than Germany.”

Alleged smugglers arrested

LONDON — Police on Thursday arrest-
ed 18 alleged members of a gang suspect-
ed of smuggling hundreds of people from
Turkey to Britain, authorities said.

The arrests in southern London and Sur-
rey were part of a yearlong investigation
coordinated with authorities in Germany
and elsewhere in Europe, where more sus-
pects were being arrested, police said.

All 18 are suspected of conspiring to fa-
cilitate trafficking of illegal immigrants
and money laundering. The alleged ring-
leader is believed to own 10 fast-food res-
taurants employing illegal Turkish immi-
grants in the London area, police said.

In Germany, five other people were held
after raids in Hamburg and Cologne.

Queen wraps up Germany visit

DÜSSELDORF, Germany — Britain’s
Queen Elizabeth II said Thursday her state
visit to Germany gave her “renewed confi-
dence” in the friendship between the
former enemies, emphasizing strong eco-

nomic ties as she
ended her three-day
tour.

In a speech to the
state parliament of
North Rhine-Westpha-
lia, Germany, the
queen underscored
the post-World War II
reconciliation be-
tween the countries.

This week’s state
visit is the queen’s
fourth to Germany.
She also visited

Düsseldorf on her first trip to the country
in 1965, and on Thursday recalled “the ap-
preciation for how Britain had helped in
the years immediately following the war.”

From The Associated Press

Germany may shift Unity holiday

Queen Elizabeth II

Government hopes extra work day will boost flagging economy

The national holiday

won’t be lost if it

is celebrated on a

Sunday — that

doesn’t stop anyone

taking part with

every emotion.

Wolfgang Clement

economics and labor minister
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CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — You can make
a bundle from selling your stuff
on online auction sites.

If you don’t have the time or
experience to auction items

yourself, try a service that will
sell your items for you. Here are
two such services:

� Auction Drop. This service
works with UPS for a commis-
sion of 20 percent to 38 percent
of the item’s selling price. To
sell your items, fill out a form at
www.auctiondrop.com. Drop
your unpackaged items off at a
participating UPS store and Auc-
tion Drop will take care of list-

ing, selling and sending the
items. You’ll receive a check —
minus Auction Drop’s take and

e-Bay selling fees. If your item
doesn’t sell, it will be returned to
you at no charge.

� Trading Assistants. This
eBay service pairs you with indi-

vidual sellers on the auction
Web site. Search for a trading as-
sistant at www.ebay.com/ta by

ZIP code or specialty. Each sell-
er charges a different commis-
sion and has different guidelines

for pickup or delivery. Trading
assistants must be reputable sell-

ers on eBay and must follow the
Web site’s guidelines for buying
and selling.

BY ANDREA K. WALKER

The (Baltimore) Sun

BALTIMORE — Some call it
the “CNN effect.”

Retailers experience a drop in
activity during especially large
news events.

“Election Day retailing is a
very soft retailing day,” said Britt
Beemer, chairman of America’s
Research Group, which tracks
shopping habits.

In an era of 24-hour news, con-
sumers are often immune to the
continual buzz of headlines, but
some events carry enough sus-
pense and anxiety to disrupt buy-
ing patterns. The terrorist attack
on Sept. 11, 2001, and the U.S.
launch of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom in mid-March 2003 froze
normal patterns of commerce.
Sometimes, events can freeze ac-
tivity in just one region, such as
the sniper attacks in and around
Washington, D.C., two years ago.
Sports championships can con-
sume a region, too, although they
can also stimulate certain types
of spending, such as at restau-
rants and sports merchandisers.

“Anytime consumers are dis-
tracted with world events, poli-
tics, sports or any other piece of
news, they become more focused

on finding out more information
or educating themselves and
they tend not to think as much
about shopping,” said Ellen Tol-
ley, a spokeswoman for the Na-
tional Retail Federation, a trade
group in Washington. “When con-
sumers become involved with
other issues, shopping takes a
back seat. It becomes a second-
ary activity.”

The impact normally doesn’t
last long or hurt overall sales, ex-

perts said. In most years, shop-
pers are back to their old selves
within a week after the election.

Not all retailers are affected, ei-
ther. People won’t stop buying ne-
cessities such as food and health
supplies. People with birthdays
this week still get presents, Tol-
ley pointed out. Discretionary
items such as a new winter coat
or computer might get delayed.

“Shopping has become a social
experience to some degree and
people don’t devote the effort
when there is anything that has
an impact on their free time and
thoughts,” said Fred Hurvitz, an
instructor of marketing at the
Smeal College of Business at
Pennsylvania State University.

“We notice certain types of re-
tailers suffer when certain events

are unfolding,” Hurvitz said. “Ne-
cessities will sell regardless. A lot
of discretionary items won’t.”

With the onslaught of candi-
date advertisements in broadcast
and print media, retailers also
have fewer ad outlets to lure shop-
pers, especially in the so-called
“battleground states” where the
candidates are jockeying for Elec-
toral College votes.

“It’s the constant bombard-
ment of seeing nothing that is re-
ally marketing products but in-
stead selling candidates, so
you’re not just focusing on things
you’re buying,” Beemer said.
“You’re thinking about who
you’re going to vote for presi-
dent.”

Some retailers try to draw shop-
pers in with Election Day sales
and many retailers figure they’ll
make up the numbers later in the
month.

“Traffic may drop slightly, but
not enough to impact overall
sales,” said Quinton Crenshaw, a
spokesman for J.C. Penney Co.
Inc.

Other observers maintain that
the election, even a tense one, re-
mains a strong day for shopping.

An analysis by Bain & Co. Inc.
in New York found that holiday
sales in past years have been
greater during an election year,
although they’re not sure why.
But the analysts also pointed out
that factors such as a
slow-back-to-school season may
test the theory this year.

“An election is no guarantee
for a great year for retailers,”
said Darrell Rigby, head of
Bain’s global retail practice.
“When you look at back-to-school
sales, utility costs, bankruptcies,
debt levels and consumer confi-
dence levels there’s no guarantee
of a great year.

We believe this year will be
solid, but not as strong as last
year.”

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro ................................................... $1.3217
British pound ....................................... $1.89
Japanese yen (Nov. 6) ....................... 104.00
South Korean won (Nov. 5) .......... 1,086.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................ 0.37698
British pound .................................... $1.8437
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2072
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.45
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 6.2301
Euro .................................................... $1.2867
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7786
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 190.63
Iceland (Krona) ..................................... 66.31
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.4425
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 106.08
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................. 0.29429
Norway (Krone) ..................................... 5.98
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 56.35
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.59
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6607
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,113.30
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 1.12
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 41.15
Turkey (Lira) ............................. 1,463,000.00

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $432.20
Silver ..................................................... $7.44

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 4.75
Discount rate ......................................... 2.75
Federal funds market rate ............. 1.8125
3-month bill ............................................ 1.97
30-year bond .......................................... 4.82
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Stores see sales slow down
during larger news events

Auctioning items online

Shopping a second thought during election

AP

Clara Tuberville and Boyd Toliver, a married couple from Washington, D.C., shop at the Save-A-Lot grocery

store in Capitol Heights, Md., in September. Although Americans won’t stop buying food and health items,

suspense and anxiety during a down-to-the-wire presidential campaign does interrupt shopping patterns.

YOUR MONEY

THURSDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,753.63 9,585.50 Dow Jones Industrials 10,314.76 +177.71 +1.75 -1.33 +4.64
3,521.82 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,562.84 +68.20 +1.95 +18.48 +19.34

315.50 243.26 Dow Jones Utilities 321.54 +6.68 +2.12 +20.47 +27.73
6,803.24 5,922.45 NYSE Composite 6,885.20 +97.80 +1.44 +6.91 +15.04
1,323.41 1,055.81 Amex Index 1,329.48 +6.16 +.47 +13.29 +24.81
2,153.83 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,023.63 +19.30 +.96 +1.01 +2.39
1,163.23 1,031.20 S&P 500 1,161.67 +18.47 +1.62 +4.47 +9.79

618.46 545.26 S&P MidCap 618.33 +8.72 +1.43 +7.35 +10.34
606.42 515.90 Russell 2000 602.13 +6.80 +1.14 +8.12 +10.90

11,371.14 10,059.28 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,371.20 +166.41 +1.49 +5.29 +10.14

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 15 61.25 +1.20 +6.0
Armor Holdings ... 26 38.99 +.60 +48.2
Boeing .80 15 50.59 -.56 +20.1
Computer Sciences ... 18 50.88 +.68 +15.0
Engineered Sup Sys .04 21 52.21 +1.10 -5.2
General Dynamics 1.44 18 105.77 +1.50 +17.0
General Electric .80 23 35.09 +.76 +13.3
Halliburton .50 ... 36.90 -.18 +41.9
Harris Corp. .48 29 62.70 +1.31 +65.2
Allied Signal .75 21 35.57 +.72 +6.4
L-3 Communications .40 20 68.37 +.90 +33.1
Lockheed Martin 1.00 20 55.95 +.06 +8.9
NorthrpG s .92 19 53.77 +.02 +12.5
Raytheon .80 43 37.71 +.16 +25.5
Rockwell Intl. .66 26 44.98 +2.99 +26.3
Sequa Corp. ... 43 56.26 +2.01 +14.8
Texas Instruments .10 24 24.26 +.34 -17.4
Textron Inc. 1.30 31 70.45 +1.26 +23.5
United Technologies 1.40 18 95.95 +.94 +1.2

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Pfizer 803723 29.06 -.39
Lucent 485730 3.57 -.04
Calpine 381388 2.77 +.34
Altria 358026 54.23 +4.23
Merck 342258 27.02 -.85
GenElec 251211 35.09 +.76
NortelN lf 243491 3.40 -.13
Motorola 241320 17.05 +.35
NokiaCp 231077 16.12 +.33
Gap 195744 22.14 +1.90

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 1103698 37.62 +.21
SPDR 533167 116.56 +1.56
SemiHTr 217423 32.39 +.24
DJIA Diam 93660 103.32 +1.61
GoldStr g 75641 4.45 -.61
iShJapan 59790 10.24 +.14
iShRs2000 58116 119.98 +1.45
BemaGold 55368 3.02 +.09
WheatR g 45864 3.36 +.08
RetailHT 40057 98.35 +2.70

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Microsoft 853858 29.00 +.53
Intel 603235 22.88 +.21
Cisco 485084 19.52 +.24
SunMicro 460680 4.62 +.14
ApldMatl 398166 16.24 +.12
Qualcom s 395966 38.07 -1.80
Oracle 370647 13.10 +.27
StemCells 259323 2.90 -.24
RschMot s 251381 88.08 +3.56
SiriusS 245847 3.92 ...

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.26 +.54 +5.8
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 52.44 +.43 +4.7
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 27.95 +.36 +4.9
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 41.27 +.66 +5.8
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 18.62 +.33 +6.1
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 15.90 +.12 +2.4
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 32.06 +.36 +6.1
AIM Investments A: Const p 21.82 +.30 +1.4
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.22 ... +4.1
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 33.24 +.39 +5.8
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.32 +.38 +2.4
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 27.47 +.44 +6.7
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.13 +.35 +5.4
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 7.95 +.08 +6.6
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.43 +.14 +4.5
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.42 +.20 +2.8
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 27.44 +.27 +4.7
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 41.66 +.46 +8.5
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 16.61 +.20 +5.2
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.00 +.14
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.02 ... +4.7
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.34 ... +3.1
Scudder Funds S: Devel 18.48 +.20 -1.9
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 12.81 +.05 +5.3
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 54 47
Bahrain 87 71
Beijing 58 38
Beirut 80 67
Bermuda 79 68
Caracas 89 77
Helsinki 45 34
Hong Kong 82 72
Lisbon 69 58

HI LO
Manila 89 79
Mexico City 64 44
Montreal 41 32
Riyadh 90 68
Rio de. Jan 85 72
Seoul  55 41
Sofia  59 36
Sydney 72 60
Tokyo 66 57

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 78 57
Dakar  86 74
Freetown 85 75
Kinshasa 88 71

HI LO
Mogadishu 85 76
Nairobi 75 60
Rabat   72 53
Tripoli 82 56

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 78 49 PCldy
Akron,Ohio 55 41 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 51 41 Cldy
Albuquerque 66 41 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 57 38 PCldy
Amarillo 72 42 Clr
Anchorage 20 16 Cldy
Asheville 64 36 Clr
Atlanta 67 45 Clr
Atlantic City 61 40 PCldy
Austin 81 42 Clr
Baltimore 60 41 Clr
Baton Rouge 72 44 Clr
Billings 66 38 Clr
Birmingham 68 43 Clr
Bismarck 62 25 PCldy
Boise 56 35 Clr
Boston 58 46 PCldy
Bridgeport 58 44 PCldy
Brownsville 83 59 Clr
Buffalo 52 43 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 47 35 Snow
Caribou,Maine 38 26 Cldy
Casper 64 33 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 69 45 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 60 40 Clr
Charlotte,N.C. 66 40 Clr
Chattanooga 66 42 Clr
Cheyenne 67 34 Clr
Chicago 63 40 Clr
Cincinnati 61 43 Clr

Cleveland 55 43 PCldy
Colorado Springs 68 32 Clr
Columbia,S.C. 70 39 Clr
Columbus,Ga. 69 42 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 58 45 Clr
Concord,N.H. 49 36 PCldy
Corpus Christi 81 54 Clr
Dallas-Ft Worth 76 51 Clr
Dayton 58 43 Clr
Daytona Beach 75 60 Clr
Denver 69 36 Clr
Des Moines 71 43 Clr
Detroit 58 42 PCldy
Duluth 55 30 PCldy
El Paso 71 45 PCldy
Elkins 55 33 Clr
Erie 54 44 PCldy
Eugene 58 34 PCldy
Evansville 65 44 Clr
Fairbanks 0 -12 Cldy
Fargo 56 27 PCldy
Flagstaff 59 31 PCldy
Flint 58 42 PCldy
Fort Smith 77 47 Clr
Fort Wayne 59 43 Clr
Fresno 65 45 PCldy
Goodland 71 33 Clr
Grand Junction 62 32 PCldy
Grand Rapids 57 43 PCldy
Great Falls 62 34 PCldy
Green Bay 59 37 PCldy
Greensboro,N.C. 63 38 Clr
Harrisburg 57 39 PCldy

Hartford Spgfld 57 41 PCldy
Helena 58 31 PCldy
Honolulu 83 71 Rain
Houston 77 51 Clr
Huntsville 67 42 Clr
Indianapolis 61 44 Clr
Jackson,Miss. 70 42 Clr
Jacksonville 73 46 Clr
Juneau 34 30 Cldy
Kansas City 72 43 Clr
Key West 80 71 Cldy
Knoxville 63 42 Clr
Lake Charles 75 50 Clr
Lansing 55 42 PCldy
Las Vegas 72 53 PCldy
Lexington 62 42 Clr
Lincoln 74 41 Clr
Little Rock 71 47 Clr
Los Angeles 65 53 Rain
Louisville 65 45 Clr
Lubbock 74 42 PCldy
Macon 70 39 Clr
Madison 59 40 Clr
Medford 63 33 Clr
Memphis 71 51 Clr
Miami Beach 80 68 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 75 46 PCldy
Milwaukee 60 42 Clr
Mpls-St Paul 61 39 PCldy
Mobile 70 44 Clr
Montgomery 70 43 Clr
Nashville 66 46 Clr
New Orleans 72 49 Clr

New York City 59 51 PCldy
Newark 59 47 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 65 46 Clr
North Platte 74 29 Clr
Oklahoma City 73 46 PCldy
Omaha 72 42 Clr
Orlando 78 59 Clr
Paducah 68 44 Clr
Pendleton 52 38 PCldy
Peoria 65 41 Clr
Philadelphia 60 43 PCldy
Phoenix 84 60 PCldy
Pittsburgh 55 40 PCldy
Pocatello 57 26 Clr
Portland,Maine 52 37 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 58 42 PCldy
Providence 58 42 PCldy
Pueblo 75 28 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 64 40 Clr
Rapid City 74 38 Clr
Reno 63 32 Clr
Richmond 65 40 Clr
Roanoke 63 46 Clr
Rochester 52 42 Cldy
Rockford 64 39 Clr
Sacramento 66 43 Clr
St Louis 69 47 PCldy
St Thomas 87 76 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 58 34 PCldy
Salt Lake City 63 35 Clr
San Angelo 78 50 PCldy
San Antonio 82 48 Clr
San Diego 66 55 Cldy

San Francisco 62 49 PCldy
San Jose 65 48 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 88 75 PCldy
Santa Fe 65 33 PCldy
St Ste Marie 49 35 Cldy
Savannah 70 43 Clr
Shreveport 73 48 Clr
Sioux City 73 35 Clr
Sioux Falls 68 33 Clr
South Bend 59 43 Clr
Spokane 49 36 Cldy
Springfield,Ill. 65 43 Clr
Springfield,Mo. 70 44 Clr
Syracuse 53 43 Cldy
Tallahassee 72 40 Clr
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 78 59 Clr
Toledo 55 42 PCldy
Topeka 74 41 Clr
Tucson 83 53 PCldy
Tulsa 76 50 Clr
Tupelo 71 43 Clr
Waco 78 48 Clr
Washington,D.C. 60 46 Clr
W.Palm Beach 79 65 PCldy
Wichita 74 41 Clr
Wichita Falls 78 47 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 53 39 PCldy
Wilmington,Del. 59 41 PCldy
Yakima 54 33 PCldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIA
MOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
46/37

•

•
•
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•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

••

•

•

•

•

•
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•
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Moscow
47/37

St. Petersburg
48/38

Kiev
51/41

Bucharest
60/36

Warsaw
48/36

Oslo
44/27

Berlin
47/37

Frankfurt
46/41

Stuttgart
46/39

Prague
43/35

Budapest
48/33

Copenhagen
50/38

Reykjavik
54/41

Dublin
53/47

Ramstein
50/41

Vienna
47/39

Geneva
52/36

Brussels
50/45

Istanbul
66/53

Athens
70/55

Souda Bay
75/60

Sigonella
75/54

Naples
72/52

Rome
70/51

Belgrade
51/32

Sarajevo
52/39

Tirana
71/43

Pristina
55/43

Tuzla
55/37

Aviano
68/52

Pisa
68/54

Paris
53/44

Nice
68/54

Barcelona
67/51

Madrid
63/41

Morón
70/50

Rota
74/56

Lisbon
69/58

Izmir
73/54

London
56/52

Lakenheath
51/45

Stockholm
45/38

Benelux: Cloudy skies with rain.
Highs in the 50s, Sunday lows in the
mid 40s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy skies with
rain. Highs in the 50s, Sunday lows
in the 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
skies with dense morning fog. Highs
in the upper 50s to mid 60s, Sunday
lows in the upper 30s to low 40s.

France: Partly cloudy skies with iso-
lated rainshowers. Highs in the 50s
inland, with highs along the southern
coast in the upper 60s, Sunday lows
in the upper 30s to mid 50s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy skies
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the mid to upper 40s, Sunday lows in
the upper 30s to lower 40s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy skies
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the upper 40s to lower 50s, Sunday
lows in the upper 30s to lower 40s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy skies. Highs
in the upper 40s, Sunday lows in the
lower 30s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy skies
with rainshowers. Highs in the upper
60s to lower 70s, Sunday lows in the
50s.

Southern Italy: Cloudy skies with
rainshowers. Highs in the 70s,
Sunday lows in the 50s.

Kosovo: Partly to mostly cloudy
skies. Highs in the upper 50s to
lower 60s, Sunday lows in the lower
40s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy skies with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
40s, Sunday lows in the upper 20s to
mid 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy skies.
Highs in the mid 60s to lower 70s,
Sunday lows in the lower 40s to mid
50s.

Turkey: Partly cloudy skies. Highs in
the mid 60s to lower 70s, Sunday
lows in the 50s.

European forecast for 06 November 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Erin A Siegrist

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
86/57

Baghdad
79/59

Kuwait City
88/66

Dhahran
89/65

Dubai
90/71

Zahedan
79/43

Karachi
91/68 Bombay

92/71

New Delhi
85/56

Kandahar
79/47

Kabul
68/35

Islamabad
79/51

Mazar-e-Sharif
73/43

Ashgabat
68/44

Tehran
68/54

Hyderabad
80/68

Tel Aviv
83/65

Cairo
88/67

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 6:26am 6:27am
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 7:24am 7:26am
Sunset (Baghdad) 5:07pm 5:06pm
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:54pm 4:52pm

Skopje
62/40•

•Stavanger
50/38

Lajes
69/60

New moon
Nov 12

First qtr.
Nov 19

Full moon
Nov 27

Last qtr.
Dec 5

H

L
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AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Eddie Bowman of Branson, Mo.,

entertains students at Nettie Mar-

shall Elementary in Nacogdoches,

Texas. Bowman, better know to his

fans as children’s author and enter-

tainer Chester Drawers, combines

music and humor in his programs

to encourage children to read.

Laid to rest

OH
DAYTON — Among
the tiny graves on

Blocker Hill, the wind ech-
oes with the tortured cries
of computer programmers.

Beneath the eight grave
markers, and perhaps in a
rumored unmarked
grave nearby, lie reams
of paper printouts of
code for software that
has left this mortal
operating system.

The cemetery is a quirky tradi-
tion among the programmers at
LexisNexis, which provides online
legal and business information.

Rather than simply delete pro-
grams that are retired or replaced,
they print them out for a proper
send-off — not always with fond re-
gards.

“The code wakes us up in the
middle of the night,” said Doug
Perseghetti, who recalls the many
times his fellow systems engineers
and technical support workers are
called in the middle of the night to
fix system problems.

The name Blocker Hill was
picked because the outdated equip-
ment and code represented road-
blocks to the company’s future.

Ruth contract on eBay

RI
PROVIDENCE — Now that
the curse is reversed, Rhode

Island philanthropist Alan Shawn
Feinstein is joining the rush of Red
Sox memorabilia sales by auction-
ing the original 1919 contract that
sent Babe Ruth from Boston to the
Yankees.

Starting bid: $50,000 on eBay,
the online auction store. The eBay
descriptor calls the document “the
most famous sports contract in his-
tory.”

Feinstein paid $99,000 to Le-
land’s Auction House in 1993 to ob-
tain the only known copy of the
agreement that fans came to be-
lieve cursed the Red Sox and their
world-championship dreams.

Feinstein said all the money will
go to charity, including a mil-
lion-dollar national anti-hunger
campaign that he has promised to
endow.

Costume gets reaction

MI
GRAND RAPIDS — A high
school student’s costume

garnered a top prize — and a
five-day suspension — at the
school’s Halloween masquerade
party.

The Ku Klux Klansman getup
took the prize for the scariest cos-
tume at the City High School
dance attended by the principal, as-
sistant principal and other staff
members.

Superintendent Bert Bleke said
he agreed with the school’s deci-
sion to suspend the student but
wanted to know why adults at the
party failed to stop the senior, who
was wearing a white-hooded outfit,
from entering, much less winning
a prize.

Contacted by a newspaper, the
student declined to discuss his Hal-
loween outfit. He said school lead-
ers advised him to keep mum.

Pipeline ruptures, leaks

TX
HOUSTON — A natural gas
explosion shook homes in

northwestern Harris County after
a pipeline ruptured early Wednes-
day, but authorities said there
were no injuries and some resi-
dents were only briefly evacuated.

Residents rushed from their
homes in the Cypress Fairbanks
suburb after hearing a series of

blasts shortly after 1:30 a.m.
They reported hearing a roar

like an approaching plane as the
gas began leaking and a vapor
cloud spread across the area.

Harris County law officers said
gas began spewing from a 6-inch
gash in a pipeline owned by Trunk
Line Gas Co.

Law officers earlier went door to
door, advising some residents liv-
ing close to the leak to leave their
homes. County sheriff’s officers
told other area residents to stay in-
doors with their windows closed
and cut off air conditioning.

Officials were investigating how
the gash occurred in the line.

Couple arrested

KS
WICHITA — A couple who
ran a group home were in-

dicted Wednesday by a federal
grand jury for involuntary servi-
tude for allegedly forcing mentally
ill residents to work at their farm,
a judge said.

Arlan Kaufman, 68, and his wife,
Linda, 61, were informed of the in-
dictment by a federal magistrate
during a detention hearing for the
couple in Wichita.

Prosecutor Linda Krigsten said
the Kaufmans controlled every as-
pect of the residents’ lives, includ-
ing how much they weighed and
whether they could wear clothing,
smoke, get mail or allowances, and
sleep in beds.

The Kaufmans remain jailed
until Magistrate Judge Donald
Bostwick decides whether they
pose a danger to the community
and the former residents of the

group home in New-
ton, in central Kan-
sas.
Federal authorities

arrested the Kaufmans
last week.

New shelter a first

NH LACONIA — For
the first time, a fed-

eral program that lends money
to rural communities is help-
ing build an animal shelter in
New Hampshire.

The Humane Society says
the Agriculture Department’s
Rural Development program is
lending it $1.8 million to help pay
for a new shelter in Laconia. It will
replace an aging shelter than
serves more than 2,000 animals a
year.

The loan will help replace the ex-
isting shelter built in 1953 with a
13,000-square-foot center. Hu-
mane Society officials said the new
shelter will be built on the six
acres that houses the existing shel-
ter buildings.

The federal Department of Agri-
culture Loans are made to assist
rural communities develop or im-
prove essential public community
facilities at low fixed rates.

Eligibility is limited to nonprofit
corporations and public bodies
serving rural areas, such a fire de-
partments, museums, libraries and
health care facilities.

The shelter in Laconia is among
the largest and oldest shelters in
the region.

Paramedics suit settled

TX HOUSTON — The City
Council has approved a

$79.5 million settlement of para-
medics’ nine-year legal battle to
collect overtime pay.

The attorney for the 2,600 para-
medics who are plaintiffs in the
class-action suit said Wednesday
his clients would receive sums
ranging from $500 to tens of thou-
sands of dollars, depending on how
much overtime they worked with-
out proper compensation.

In September, Mayor Bill White
announced that the city would set-
tle the lawsuit rather than continue
to appeal unfavorable court deci-
sions.

Oystermen suing

LA NEW ORLEANS — Louisi-
ana oystermen have asked

the state Supreme Court to restore
a $1.3 billion judgment awarded to
them for a coastal restoration
project that the oystermen say
damaged their grounds.

The high court threw out the
award last month, saying the oys-
termen were not legally entitled to
the money.

In Wednesday’s filing, the oyster-
men argued that the high court
based that ruling not on evidence
that was presented during trial,
but on new evidence introduced by
lawyers for the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources during
the appellate stages.

John Lovett, a Loyola University
professor, said the Supreme Court
can review evidence that was re-
jected by the trial judge. New affi-
davits, depositions and documents
that were not previously intro-
duced at trial cannot be inserted
into the case at the appellate level,
he said.

Separately, another group of oys-
termen suing the state over the
Caernarvon freshwater diversion
amended its lawsuit.

The oyster farmers’ rights to
equal protection have been violat-
ed, according to the suit.

A horse runs in a pasture along

Lower River Road south of

Great Falls, Mont., on Tuesday.

An entertaining guy

Carole Owens shows Yocum Elementary

students about pendulums at Math and

Science Fun Day at the Wildcat Dome on Barton Campus in El Dorado,

Ark. The school’s students have spent the week there. Volunteers helped

with the teaching at the dome and students were broken down into small

groups for the day.

Amber waves of grass

Swinging time

PAGE 20 · S T A R S A N D S T



Dr. Henry L. Johnson, right, Mississippi superintendent of education, stopped

at Lucy Webb Elementary School in Greenville, Miss., to read to a class of kin-

dergartners. The book read by Johnson, “The True Story of the Three Little Pigs,” gives the Big Bad Wolf’s

version of what happened, presenting what the Wolf calls a miscarriage of justice and the legacy of wolves.

4 die after car hits lake

MI
LONG LAKE TOWNSHIP
— As a light rain and dark-

ness fell, a woman driving her
young daughter and two class-
mates to a dance concert apparent-
ly missed a sign at the edge of
Long Lake warning that the road
was about to end. The car plunged
into 20 feet of water, drowning all
four.

“There’s not even a skid mark
showing they tried to brake,” said
waterfront resident Lou Beam.
“It’s a shame — just hard to be-
lieve.”

Authorities believe Dr. Karen
Lynn Gilhooly, 46, took a wrong
turn onto a road that ends at a boat
launch Wednesday evening. By
mistake, she turned a short dis-
tance ahead of another road that
goes toward the arts center where
the concert was held.

A sign warns drivers that the
road ends, but it was dark and rain-
ing, police said.

The children killed were Rowan
Sanford, Gilhooly’s 10-year-old
daughter, and classmates Sierra
Fetterolf, 11, and Anna Lynn
Maas, 10.

A man saw the car hit the water
and called 911 with his cell phone,
and rescuers rushed to the site.
Anna was pulled out alive by a dive
team but died Thursday at a hospi-
tal in Grand Rapids.

Judge rules for customer

NH
CONCORD — A Bedford
man has the right to see the

names and addresses of other Bed-
ford residents who complained
about the electric service provided
by Public Service Company of
New Hampshire, a judge ruled.

Brian Lamy sued the state Public
Utilities Commission after it re-
fused to provide the names and ad-
dresses of people who complained
about voltage problems, claiming it
was violating the state’s
Right-to-Know Law.

Judge John Lewis ruled that al-
though the electric customers have
some privacy interests, the public
has a greater interest in evaluating
the commission’s performance as a
regulatory agency.

“The assurance of high quality
electrical service is of major inter-
est to us all,” he wrote. “Nor has the
court been shown how the disclo-
sure here at issue would likely put
PSNH or any other public utility at
an unfair competitive advantage.

Quarries become parks

IN
BLOOMINGTON — The
state will give $41,898 to

county officials to turn abandoned
limestone quarries in southern In-
diana into parks as early as 2006.
The parks would also include hik-
ing and climbing features.

Surgeon removed

PA
ALLENTOWN — In the
midst of lackluster growth

in Lehigh Valley Hospital’s kidney
transplant program, administra-
tors removed a surgeon who start-
ed the program more than a de-
cade ago, officials said.

Surgeon Craig Reckard and his
associate transplanted 35 kidneys
this fiscal year, a significant in-
crease over the 13 kidneys trans-
planted in 1992, but fewer than the
44 performed in 2002, according to
hospital statistics.

“With a community this size and
the age of the population, we could
be doing twice as many trans-

plants,” said Dr. John Fitzgibbons,
a kidney specialist and chairman of
medicine at the hospital. He said
70 transplants a year seemed rea-
sonable.

Administrators held Reckard ac-
countable for failing to attract and
operate on more patients, Fitzgib-
bons and doctors on staff said.

E. coli outbreak grows

NC
RALEIGH — At least 24
people, most of them chil-

dren, have been infected with E.
coli bacteria, and the outbreak
might be connected to a petting zoo
that was at the State Fair, authori-
ties said.

Two of those stricken have devel-
oped a severe complication known
as hemolytic-uremic syndrome, in
which the number of blood platelets
suddenly drops, red blood cells are
destroyed and the kidneys shut
down The syndrome can be
life-threatening or cause perma-
nent kidney damage.

The number of confirmed cases
of E. coli infections rose to 24, and
nine more cases are suspected, offi-
cials at the state Department of
Health and Human Services said
Wednesday.

Health officials are awaiting ge-
netic tests on some of the bacteria to
see whether the cases are related.
Of the 33 cases being examined, 15
have some link to the state fair, offi-
cials said. Eight people did not go to
the fair, and investigators are await-
ing information from the other 10.

Hot air solved problem

KS
OSWEGO — And you
thought the hot air ended

when Election Day arrived: La-
bette County election officials
pulled out a hair dryer to solve a
jam in an electronic scanner.

Problems started when the coun-
ty clerk’s office began counting 805
advance ballots just after 7 p.m.
Tuesday.

Election officials tried to fix the
machine and called a technician
from the scanner’s manufacturer,
but a concerned citizen stepped up
with her own idea.

Dee Brown, the sales manager at
Flesh Co., a Parsons printer, sus-
pected humidity may have swelled
ballots sent by mail. She suggested a
hair dryer. After a hair dryer was lo-
cated, workers tried it out. Ballots
still didn’t feed perfectly into the
scanner, but the situation improved.

Lawyer couldn’t face up

WA
SEATTLE — A former
prosecutor was arrested

for investigation of attempted mur-
der after he shot and critically in-
jured a lawyer he had been sched-
uled to face at a court hearing, au-
thorities said.

Kevin Y. Jung suffered at least
one gunshot wound after he pulled
his Lexus sedan into the parking lot
outside his quiet suburban office
Wednesday morning, Bellevue po-
lice said. He was in critical condi-
tion early Thursday at Overlake
Medical Center in Bellevue.

Witnesses reported the shooter’s
description and license plate num-
ber to officers, who tracked the
plates through a rental agency to
William R. Joice, a former Snohom-
ish County deputy prosecutor.

Joice was jailed Wednesday
night for investigation of attempted
murder. Joice worked in the prose-
cutor’s office from 1991-2000, said
Mark Roe, the office’s chief crimi-
nal deputy prosecutor. Joice had
been scheduled to face Jung in a
civil case, a local paper reported.

Stories and photos from wire services

Frost rims a petunia in Oakdale Park in Salina, Kan. The low temperature Wednes-

day morning recorded at the Salina Journal weather site was 30.5 degrees.

Deb Copeland, lead keeper for the Rainforest in Cleveland, Ohio, cuddles with

two Asian small clawed otters Tuesday. Wasabi and Lee were born at the zoo

eight weeks ago; their father was born there in 2002. The otters are on the endangered species list, so their

birth in captivity was especially celebrated.

Frosty bloom

A twist on a tale

Otter-ly adorable
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AFRTS Television Schedule
Updated sports listings are available on the first Scoreboard page in the sports section or AFN's Web site at http://myafn.dodmedia.osd.mil/

(AFN-FAMILY) (AFN-MOVIE) (AFN-EUROPE) (AFN-KOREA) (AFN-NEWS) (AFN-SPORTS) (SPECTRUM) (AFN-PACIFIC)

9:00
9:30
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10:30
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00:00
00:30
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5:00
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8:30
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10:00
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11:00
11:30
12:00
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13:00
13:30
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15:00
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18:00
18:30
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20:00
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:00
22:30
23:00
23:30

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2004

Jackie Chan Adventures
Kim Possible (EI)

Teen Titans “Mad Mod”

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turt.
Dragonball GT
X-Men: Evolution
Teen Kids News (EI)

Tutenstein “Ghostbusted”

Endurance “On the Ropes”

Scout’s Safari “Time to Go”

Animal Kidding

Most Extreme Thinkers Bees;
octopus.

Hercules: The Legendary
Journeys “Gladiator”

Hey Arnold!
Rocket Power
SpongeBob SquarePants
Rugrats
Movie ((* “Jimmy Neutron:
Boy Genius” (2001) Voices of
Megan Cavanagh.

Movie (( “The Baby-Sitters
Club” (1995, Drama) Schuyler
Fisk, Bre Blair.

My So-Called Life “Life of Bri-
an”

The Simpsons
The Simpsons

(8:44) Movie (((( “The
Cider House Rules” (1999,
Drama) Tobey Maguire, Charl-
ize Theron, Delroy Lindo.

Movie (((( “Ordinary
People” (1980) Donald Suther-
land. Guilt over his older broth-
er’s death haunts a teenager.

(:14) Movie ((* “Point
Break” (1991, Drama) Patrick
Swayze, Keanu Reeves, Lori
Petty. An FBI agent infiltrates
California’s surfing subculture.

(:25) Movie (((* “Little Big
Man” (1970, Western) Dustin
Hoffman, Faye Dunaway. A
121-year-old man recounts life
as a Wild West pioneer.

Hollywood Shootout
Entertainment Tonight
Movie (((* “Adaptation.”
(2002) Nicolas Cage. A neurotic
screenwriter has trouble with a
difficult book.

(:09) Movie (( “Snow Dogs”
(2002, Comedy) Cuba Gooding
Jr. A Miami dentist becomes a
sled-dog racer in Alaska.

Movie ((* “Con Air” (1997,
Suspense) Nicolas Cage.

Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius
All That
Lizzie McGuire
Switched! “Robby and Josh”

Focus on the Force
American Adventurer
Access Hollywood

WWE Raw

According to Jim
Half & Half
CSI: Miami “Complications”

Law & Order: Special Victims
Unit “Brotherhood”

Headline News
Navy/Marine Corps News
College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

Access Hollywood

Headline News
ESPNews
George Lopez
Half & Half
CSI: Miami “Complications”

Law & Order: Special Victims
Unit “Brotherhood”

Headline News
Saturday Night Live

Kickin’ It Latest in music and
trends.

The Entertainers

College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

Nightline
Nightly Business Report
Hardball With Chris Matthews

Dateline NBC

The O’Reilly Factor

CNN Saturday Morning

20/20

Today

Wall Street Journal Report
America’s Black Forum
News From CNN

Dateline NBC

Headline News
Army Newswatch
20/20

FOX News

FOX News

NASCAR Racing Craftsman
Truck Series -- Chevy Silverado
150. From Phoenix International
Raceway in Avondale, Ariz.
(Taped)

SportsCenter

NFL Live
College Football Marshall at
Akron. (Taped)

SportsCenter
College Gameday

College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

NASCAR Racing Busch Series
-- Bashas’ Supermarkets 200.
From Phoenix International
Raceway in Avondale, Ariz.
(Taped)

Clean House

BBQ With Bobby Flay
$40-a-Day
Fashion Police
Dr. 90210
101 Most Unforgettable SNL
Moments

Intimate Portrait “Sharon
Lawrence”

Antiques Roadshow “Hot
Springs, Arkansas” (Part 1 of 3)

Star Trek: Voyager “Prime Fac-
tors”

Ripley’s Believe It or Not

Fear Factor

What Not to Wear “Ross” Rock
guitarist’s new look.

Trading Spaces

Crossing Jordan “Revealed”

1-800-Missing Parents of a
teenage girl disappear.

Friends
Seinfeld “The Hot Tub”

The Real World
Punk’d

Access Hollywood

Headline News
ESPNews
According to Jim
Half & Half
CSI: Miami “Complications”

Law & Order: Special Victims
Unit “Brotherhood”

Headline News
Saturday Night Live

Kickin’ It Latest in music and
trends.

The Entertainers

College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2004

Futurama
Futurama
Movie ((* “Jimmy Neutron:
Boy Genius” (2001) Voices of
Megan Cavanagh.

Movie (( “The Baby-Sitters
Club” (1995, Drama) Schuyler
Fisk, Bre Blair.

My So-Called Life “Life of Bri-
an”

Sesame Street (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Nature”

Sylvester & Tweety
Scooby Doo
The Magic School Bus (EI)

Adventures-Book of Virtues
House of Mouse
Animaniacs “King Yakko”

Ed, Edd n Eddy
Fillmore (EI)

Out There
Planet’s Funniest Animals
Nick News Special Edition
Happy Days
Movie (( “Noah” (1998,
Comedy-Drama) Tony Danza,
Wallace Shawn, Jane Sibbett.

Movie ((( “Annie” (1999,
Musical) Kathy Bates, Alan
Cumming, Audra McDonald.

Hey Arnold!
Rocket Power (Part 2 of 3)

SpongeBob SquarePants
Rugrats
The Crocodile Hunter “They
Shoot Crocodiles Don’t They”

America’s Funniest Home
Videos

Gilmore Girls “The Nanny and
the Professor”

American Dreams “Ticket to
Ride”

The Cosby Show
Home Improvement
Touched by an Angel “Home-
coming” (Part 2 of 2)

(11:00) Movie ((* “Con Air”
(1997) Nicolas Cage.

(:07) Movie ((( “Ferris
Bueller’s Day Off” (1986,
Comedy) Matthew Broderick,
Mia Sara, Jeffrey Jones.

Movie (((* “Adaptation.”
(2002) Nicolas Cage. A neurotic
screenwriter has trouble with a
difficult book.

(:09) Movie (( “Snow Dogs”
(2002, Comedy) Cuba Gooding
Jr. A Miami dentist becomes a
sled-dog racer in Alaska.

Movie ((( “Muriel’s Wed-
ding” (1994) Toni Collette, Bill
Hunter. A new friend inspires a
misfit to make a fresh start.

(8:52) Movie ((( “Introduc-
ing Dorothy Dandridge” (1999)
Halle Berry. Based on the life of
the history-making actress.

Movie ((( “Forget Paris”
(1995, Comedy) Billy Crystal. A
man tells his fiancee about his
friends’ stormy marriage.

(12:56) Movie (((( “The
Godfather, Part II” (1974, Dra-
ma) Al Pacino, Robert De Niro,
Robert Duvall. The saga of the
Corleone crime family contin-
ues.

(:16) Movie ((* “Passenger
57” (1992, Drama) Wesley
Snipes, Bruce Payne.

Inside the Actors Studio
“Kate Winslet” Kate Winslet.

Movie ((* “Mighty Joe
Young” (1998) Charlize Theron.
Remake of the 1949 classic
about an extremely large gorilla.

(:09) Movie (( “Big Mom-
ma’s House” (2000, Comedy)
Martin Lawrence, Nia Long,
Paul Giamatti.

Movie ((( “The Thing”
(1982, Horror) Kurt Russell.

(9:30) College Football Teams
to Be Announced. (Live)

Saturday Night Live

Kickin’ It Latest in music and
trends.

The Entertainers

The American Athlete
Headline News
Hour of Power
Celebration of Victory
Coral Ridge Hour
Word in the World
Cafe Video Christian music.

Madeline
Reading Rainbow (EI)

Movie “The Other Me” (2000,
Comedy) Andy Lawrence,
Brenden Jefferson, Lori Hallier.

SpongeBob SquarePants
Destinations
Ebert-Movies
Headline News
Army Newswatch
College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

WWE Smackdown!

Stargate SG-1 A key member
of the SGC is killed in action.

NFL Today (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- Kansas City at Tampa
Bay, New York Jets at Buffalo or
Oakland at Carolina. (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- Houston Texans at Denver
Broncos or New England Patriots
at St. Louis Rams. (Live)

(9:30) College Football Teams
to Be Announced. (Live)

College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

Madeline
Reading Rainbow (EI)

The Three Stooges
(:20) The Three Stooges
Gilligan’s Island
The Simpsons
MotorWeek
Ebert-Movies
WWE Smackdown!

Stargate SG-1 “Heroes” (Part 1
of 2)

Headline News
ESPNews
Smallville “Magnetic”

Movie ((* “Enemy at the
Gates” (2001, Drama) Jude
Law. Two snipers face off during
the Battle of Stalingrad.

(:15) Headline News
Scrubs “My Nickname”

Meet the Press

America’s Black Forum
Access Hollywood

ESPNews
Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- Arizona at Miami, Dallas
at Cincinnati, Philadelphia at
Pittsburgh or Washington at
Detroit. (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- Chicago at N.Y. Giants,
New Orleans at San Diego or
Seattle at San Francisco. (Live)

Headline News
McLaughlin Group (N)

The Capital Gang

Washington Week in Review
Headline News
People in the News

CNN Saturday Night

Dateline International

Larry King Live

CNN Saturday Night

The Beltway Boys
Fox News Watch
Make It Count
America’s Black Forum
The Chris Matthews Show
Navy/Marine Corps News
Big Story Weekend Edition

CNN Presents

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

CBS News Sunday Morning

Face the Nation
Make It Count
Navy/Marine Corps News
Late Edition Primetime

FOX News

FOX News

CNN Sunday

Meet the Press

NASCAR Race
College Gameday
SportsCenter
College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

SportsCenter

College Gameday

SportsCenter

NFL Matchup
ESPNews
PGA Golf The Tour Champi-
onship -- Third Round. From
East Lake Golf Club in Atlanta.
(Taped)

SportsCenter

College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter
NFL Countdown

PBA Bowling Chicago Open.
From Vernon Hills, Ill. (Taped)

ESPNews
Countdown to Green
NASCAR Racing Nextel Cup
Series -- Checker Auto Parts
500. From Phoenix International
Raceway in Avondale, Ariz.
(Same-day Tape)

Mad TV

Trading Spaces

Crossing Jordan “Revealed”

1-800-Missing Parents of a
teenage girl disappear.

Friends
Seinfeld “The Hot Tub”

Breathingspace Yoga
Caribbean Workout
Area

Swamp Critters
Harvest
Music and the Spoken Word
Real Videos
Latin Lifestyles
Urban Style
Fantasy Camp
Roker on the Road
Radical Sabbatical
All-American Festivals
The Suze Orman Show

Celebrity Poker Showdown

Battle Stations “Drop Zone”

JAG “Touch and Go”

The Best Of
Good Eats
My Wife and Kids
King of the Hill
Hope & Faith
The King of Queens
Last Comic Standing

NCIS “Minimum Security”

Friends
Seinfeld “The Soup Nazi”

Mad TV

(9:30) College Football Teams
to Be Announced. (Live)

College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

Madeline
Reading Rainbow (EI)

Movie “The Other Me” (2000,
Comedy) Andy Lawrence,
Brenden Jefferson, Lori Hallier.

SpongeBob SquarePants
MotorWeek
Ebert-Movies
WWE Smackdown!

Stargate SG-1 “Heroes” (Part 1
of 2)

Headline News
ESPNews
Smallville “Magnetic”

Movie ((* “Enemy at the
Gates” (2001, Drama) Jude
Law. Two snipers face off during
the Battle of Stalingrad.

(:15) Headline News
Scrubs “My Nickname”

Meet the Press

America’s Black Forum
Access Hollywood

ESPNews
Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- Arizona at Miami, Dallas
at Cincinnati, Philadelphia at
Pittsburgh or Washington at
Detroit. (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- Chicago at N.Y. Giants,
New Orleans at San Diego or
Seattle at San Francisco. (Live)
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BY LISA CORNWELL

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — The long blond hair and sexy magazine
covers that forged British rock star Peter Frampton’s
image as a teen idol of the 1970s are gone.

That’s just fine with the recently naturalized U.S. citizen,
who is pouring his passion into writing and performing
new music — and becoming a political activist in Ameri-
ca’s heartland.

The 54-year-old guitarist and singer
had the best-selling live album ever
— 1976’s “Frampton Comes Alive!”
— with hits such as “Show Me the
Way” and “Do You Feel Like We
Do?” He is grateful for his early suc-
cess, but relieved to be appreciated
more today as a musician than a rock
idol.

“ ‘Frampton Comes Alive!’ was
so enormous that it almost be-
came a living entity,” Framp-
ton said in an interview at
his suburban Cincinnati
home. “I made a lot of mis-
takes like posing for a Roll-
ing Stone magazine cover
and thinking they really
wouldn’t use the one
photo I let them take
of me without a
shirt. That cover
essentially said,
‘Goodbye musi-
cian, hello teeny-
bopper star.’ It
was very frustrat-
ing.”

The Beckenham,
England, native start-
ed playing guitar as a
child and was lead gui-
tarist and singer in the
British pop group The
Herd by the age of 16.
He formed Humble Pie
with singer and gui-
tarist Steve Marriott
before moving on
to his ’70s solo ca-
reer.

Frampton’s ca-
reer began to slide
in the 1980s until an invitation
from friend and fellow rocker
David Bowie to play lead guitar on his
1987 world tour.

“I owe David a lot,” Frampton said.
“He reintroduced me to the world as a gui-

tar player, not an image.”
He started playing small clubs and amphitheaters after

that, and has released several CDs in recent years, includ-
ing a remastered version of “Frampton Comes Alive!”

Frampton moved to Cincinnati four
years ago with his wife, Tina, and their
8-year-old daughter to be closer to his

wife’s family.
“Family is what’s most important,”

said Frampton, whose family also includes
his son and daughter and his wife’s daughter

from previous marriages. “We have a rule
where if I am going to be away for two weeks, I
come home in between.”

Frampton, who said he was motivated to be-
come an American citizen by the Sept. 11,

2001, attacks, also has become active in national
politics.

He volunteered to perform at a private
fund-raising concert in Cincinnati this

summer for Democratic presidential
candidate John Kerry and appeared
on stage in Toledo, Ohio, recently
with rock musicians Neil Young and
Pearl Jam as part of the “Vote For
Change” tour.

“I was pretty naive about Ameri-
can politics,” he said, laughing about
coming out of a grocery to find some-
one had removed the Kerry sticker
from his car. “Now I have one inside
my car window so no one can take
it.”

Frampton was scheduled to leave
on Election Day
for a tour of the

United Kingdom, but
said he wouldn’t
leave until after he
votes.

“The last elec-
tion showed us that

every vote counts,”
he said.

Illness halts LL Cool J’s tour

LL Cool J has canceled the remaining 12 dates on his
tour due to an abdominal ailment.

“I am extremely disappointed to
have to cancel the rest of this fun
and successful tour,” the 36-year-old
rapper-actor said in a statement. “I
apologize for disappointing my fans
who have already bought tickets.”

No additional information was
available Tuesday about his illness.
A release from his publicist said he
is under a doctor’s care and requires
medication and rest.

Refunds can be sought at the point
of purchase.

A Beckham for your wall

British soccer and style icon David Beckham, as fa-
mous for his trendsetting hairstyles as his on-field perfor-
mances, has another feather to add to his cap — artistic
muse.

The England captain and Real Madrid player was the
inspiration for works by 25 contemporary British artists
offered Thursday at a charity auction in London.

The auction, organized by the National Deaf Children’s
Society, raised more than $110,600, spokesman Matthew
Stickels said.

Using media ranging from charcoal to glitter paint, art-
ists depicted Beckham in poses ranging from reflective
daydreamer to a godlike figure towering over a smaller
version of himself. Contributors included renowned artist
Peter Blake and former Frankie Goes to Hollywood sing-
er Holly Johnson.

Auction organizer Hugo Rittson-Thomas said Beck-
ham was chosen as a subject as he was the most globally
recognized icon of the decade. It’s not the first time Beck-
ham has filled the role of artistic muse. Artist Sam Tay-
lor-Wood recently filmed him asleep for a video titled
“David,” on display in Britain’s National Portrait Gallery.

Rugby player makes up for games

The macho world of rugby has a new look. One player
on the famed All Blacks team wears
eye makeup during games.

Ma’a Nonu told a TV interviewer
Tuesday that he recently began
wearing dark eyeliner in major
games and would continue to do so
on New Zealand’s tour of Britain and
Italy. He said his teammates gave
him “some grief,” but he will contin-
ue with his fashion statement.

Nonu said he always tries to ex-
press his personality on the field. He
began by wearing dreadlocks, but
when that became common among
New Zealand players he experiment-
ed with hair colors. Now, he applies the eyeliner in the
dressing room before games.

Beach Boys honored with monument

Just a few miles from the surf and sand the Beach Boys
celebrated, the city will dedicate a monument where
Brian, Carl and Dennis Wilson grew up.

The Wilson home was razed to make room for the Cen-
tury Freeway, so the monument will sit at the end of
dead-end 119th Street next to a sound wall built to mute
traffic noise.

The effort to get landmark status for the Wilson home
site was led by Harry Jarnagan, a construction engineer
and Beach Boys fan from Tracy, Calif. In August, the Cali-
fornia Historical Landmark Commission approved Jarna-
gan’s application.

The landmark status committee held a design competi-
tion for the monument and 16 entries were received. Jar-
nagan said most proposals, which can be viewed at
www.beachboyslandmark.org, feature images of surf-
boards, waves or musical notes sculpted from brick,
bronze and granite.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Newly naturalized American citizen and ’70s rock
icon Peter Frampton finds political calling

“I was pretty naive about American politics,” Frampton said,

laughing about coming out of a grocery to find someone had

removed the Kerry sticker from his car. “Now I

have one inside my car window so no one can take it.”

‘Show Me the
Way’… to the
voting booth

Nonu

From left: Mike Love, Brian Wilson, Carl Wilson

LL Cool J

FACES

Peter Frampton, a ’70s rock superstar

whose career has continued to flourish,

is pursuing a new interest in American

politics. Frampton, a newly naturalized

American citizen, lives with his wife and

8-year-old daughter in Cincinnati.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Views on Electoral College

The following letters are from fifth-grad-
ers at Aukamm Elementary School in
Wiesbaden, Germany, who studied the
Electoral College before Tuesday’s presi-
dential election.

*****
I think there should be an amendment

to abolish the Electoral College. The rea-
son for my opinion is the Electoral College
has too much power. The popular vote
should have a say in voting as well. If there
were no Electoral College, George W.
Bush wouldn’t have been president the
last four years. Even though I was for him
and still am, it wasn’t fair for Al Gore.
Gore got the popular vote, but Bush got
the Electoral College votes, so he won the
unfair way.

Though the Electoral College was
meant to be by our Founding Fathers, I
think it should be abolished. To make the
change, it would require an amendment to
the Constitution. I don’t really think that it
will happen because of how hard it is to
make a new amendment.

Anna Olenick

Wiesbaden, Germany

*****
I think the Electoral College should be

abolished. Even though some people
might be for it, I think it is a waste of time.
One reason is that I think the people
should have who they want to be presi-
dent. If the popular vote got whom they
wanted, the people would be more at ease.
Another reason is that if the people didn’t
agree with the Electoral College, it might
just lead to chaos. It has happened in our
past. The people of the United States de-
serve more than that.

Those are my reasons why I want the
Electoral College to be obliterated. This is
what I think is right so we can have more
say in our government.

Audrey D. Smith

Wiesbaden, Germany

*****
I am for the Electoral College. Our Con-

stitution says that you must use it. Our
Founding Fathers made it that way be-
cause in Colonial times, most people were

uneducated and they couldn’t trust the peo-
ple to make the decision for president.

If the Electoral College did not exist, the
large states with a bigger population
would control the vote. Then why should
the smaller states go out and vote? With
the Electoral College, they get more of a
say than without.

I think the decision of our Founding Fa-
thers was a good one. The Electoral Col-
lege is important. I also think voting for
president is very important!

Taylor Buck

Wiesbaden, Germany

*****
I am against the Electoral College. Al-

though our Founding Fathers set this basic
principle, they did not know it would have
so many problems. I think there should be
more discussion on this subject.

There have been at least four presidents
that the people did not elect. One of them
was in 1800, our third presidential elec-
tion, between Thomas Jefferson and
Aaron Burr. Another problem is that all
states except Maine and Nebraska are win-
ner-takes-all states, and that means that
voters who voted for a different candidate
than the one who won don’t have a say in
the Electoral College.

There are many more reasons not to
have the Electoral College. Many other
people agree with me about this subject.
That’s why I am against the Electoral Col-
lege.

Amelia Muschek

Wiesbaden, Germany

*****
I think the Electoral College should be

abolished. Although our Founding Fathers
made this system, in the Colonial times it
was very hard to vote. If you wanted to
vote you had to be male, over the age of 21,
owning land and Protestant. Hello! Wake
up! It’s the 21st century and we can make
amendments to the Constitution. If you
agree, you should reconsider this, too.

The reasons why we should eliminate
the Electoral College are quite simple.
Under the Electoral College, not all resi-
dents of the state get their vote counted. I
mean that when you vote for the president,
vice president, etc., at your legal resi-
dence, you don’t get a direct vote. Instead,
the majority of the state’s vote is what the
electors vote for at the Electoral College,
except for in the states of Maine and Ne-
braska.

If we want a direct vote for president,
we will have to abolish the Electoral Col-
lege. If the Electoral College is abolished,
then the majority of the popular vote will
determine the president, vice president,
etc. If you want your vote to be counted,
then you should reconsider this, too.

Sierra Greenwich

Wiesbaden, Germany

*****
I am against the Electoral College. It

makes it so your vote doesn’t really count.
If you vote for one candidate but the Elec-
toral College voted for another, it is as if
they ignored you.

If we amended the Constitution to abol-
ish the Electoral College, your vote could
make a difference. Only certain people get
to actually vote for the president, but if we
abolish the Electoral College everyone
would have a say. A direct vote lets your
vote count. If the Electoral College were
abolished, people would have a say in who
is president.

Braxton Chase
Wiesbaden, Germany

Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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We may say we’re looking for
spontaneous fun (especially now
that Mercury is transiting through
spur-of-the-moment Sagittar-
ius), but under the Virgo
moon, we’re really more
comfortable with a kind of
planned spontaneity — sort
of like the loose script pro-
ducers give to people on
reality shows. Be careful not
to stifle creativity in the
process.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(November 6). You’re
living life fully this year, so
you can expect your activi-
ties will be more colorful,
varied and meaningful. Give in to a
whim this month, and it leads
straight to an extra source of in-
come. Friends may be jealous of
what you accomplish in December,
so be sure to stay modest. You
have a special connection with Aries
and Cancer.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You’re concerned with issues of
credibility. Check out the people
you’re dealing with to be sure they’re
on the level. Don’t try too hard to
convince others of your legitimacy,
though, or you’ll seem fishy!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Give difficult people a second
chance. Things work out better this
time. A Chinese proverb says: There
is but one pretty child in the world,
and every parent has it. Be sure to
praise and acknowledge children
appropriately.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Timing is crucial. Pick up the phone,
and check e-mail often. Being there
for your loved ones is the most
significant gift you can give them
now. Nothing is more important than
showing up when your people would
like you to be there.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You’ll be the hero if you don’t go for
the quick fix. Make sure that what
you’re in charge of gets done the
right way, even if it costs a little
more. People ask for help, but be
judicious. Don’t throw your pearls to
swine.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Think of
a goal you have had but have not
started on, and do some initial

brainstorming about what it might
take to get this show on the road.
Use paper and pen! Until you’ve got
some intentions in writing, you’ve
got nothing.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You’re lucky! Be careful not to get

complacent, though.
Self-development is
essential if you want to
evolve. It is too easy to
put the responsibility in
someone else’s hands
(the state lottery for in-
stance!).

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Part of you
is wise to what the future
brings, but the larger part
of you is busy finding
distractions. In doing so,

you’re able to deny that soon the
hour will be upon you. Instead,
make the effort to face impending
situations head on.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Groups probably won’t function as
well as they should now due to the
fact that nobody wants to take
charge. If you can’t be the leader,
make sure you at least do some-
thing to make the leader more
accountable.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Family dynamics are height-
ened. There are politics involved
even between siblings and parents.
Tricky situations require trepidation
on your part. Stand back and study
this for a while.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Sparks fly between you and
that special someone. Does this
mean love? Well, it certainly means
something, but be careful not to
mistake physical chemistry for emo-
tional commitment. The two are
quite different!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You’re trying to be stronger in your
convictions and more disciplined in
your activities. But the company you
keep could cause counterproductive
behavior on the self-improvement
front. Recognize weakness.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Things could get boring unless
you’re willing to shake it up and see
life in a new way. Take a step back,
and view your choices from a philo-
sophical standpoint. You’re guided
by principles.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Itsy-bitsy
4 Fedora feature
8 Crazy

12 Aries
13 Modicum
14 Toast topper
15 Body part
16 Punch
17 Prospector’s

hope
18 Isn’t steady?
21 DDE opponent
22 Weeding tool
23 Bee’s product
26 Bee’s product
27 Spigot
30 Incite
31 Festive
32 Leslie Caron 

film
33 Even the 

slightest
34 Not very 

interesting
35 Bourbon recipe
36 Derisive

exclamation
37 Fa follower
38 Takes a big 

risk
45 Hideaway
46 Zhivago’s love
47 Benicio — Toro
48 Negate
49 Cardinal

O’Connor’s 
successor

50 “A mouse!”
51 Penn or Young
52 Low
53 Commercials

Down
1 Prepare for 

shipment

2 Dixie Chicks’
“Goodbye —”

3 Jane Austen
heroine

4 “The Deep”
actress
Jacqueline

5 Haley book
6 Pruritus
7 Take advantage

of the situation
8 Orphaned calf
9 Lotion additive

10 Toppled
11 Film director

Solondz
19 Bush and Clinton

have it in 
common

20 “Arrested
Development”
network

23 Sine-non link
24 Columbarium

item

25 July 1957 to
Dec. 1958, in
sci. news

26 Method
27 Up to (Var.)
28 Time of your life?
29 “Great

Expectations”
hero

31 Made an animal
sound

32 Wide gap
34 Two, in Tijuana
35 Part of J.S.B.
36 “Darkness” poet
37 Back-breaker?
38 Asset
39 Freeway 

division
40 Verdi opera
41 Othello’s foe
42 Concept
43 Saxophonist’s

need
44 Mooselike herd

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: I am 40

and never married (I still
reside at home). I have
been in a long-distance
relationship with “Emil”
for six years.

During this time, there
have been many ups and
downs, and the down
times were miserable.
Though there has been no
formal commitment (en-
gagement or relocation),
we have remained togeth-
er and see each other a few days
every month.

Lately, I’m beginning to believe
Emil may not be the person I am
supposed to live my life with. I
recently met someone at a party
whose company I enjoyed very
much. It made me wonder if the
attraction was simply the newness
of feeling desirable or if it was an
indication that I am not as commit-
ted to Emil as I thought.

I know my family will not be
pleased if I break up with Emil.
They think he’s great. I want to do
the right thing and not hurt any-
one. I would like to get to know
this new person better. Maybe it

will go further, maybe
not, but I don’t want to
sneak around. At the
same time, I realize I
cannot have my cake
and eat it, too. Can you
give me some advice? —

Desperate
in the City

Dear Desperate:
You’ve given Emil six
years to make you feel
that your relationship
has a solid future, but it
hasn’t happened. You

are a grown woman, and your
decisions should be your own.
Don’t let your parents’ opinions
dictate your happiness. If you
are attracted to someone else,
it’s time to tell Emil that you
think the two of you should date
others.

Dear Annie: This is in re-

sponse to the writer from Canada
who couldn’t find the “pound”
key on her telephone. Give me a
break! I don’t think valuable
newspaper space should be
devoted to such idiots.

— Disappointed in Michigan

Dear Michigan: You’d be sur-
prised how many people, espe-
cially the elderly, do not know
where the pound key is. We felt
the space was well used if we
helped pass along information
readers were too embarrassed to
ask anyone else. And surprising-
ly, a lot of readers are more
interested in this than we

thought. Read on:

Dear Annie: In the part of

the country where I grew up,
absolutely no one called this a
pound sign. It was the num-
ber-mark, or number-symbol.

— HSV

Dear Annie: In some coun-

tries, such as Japan, that key is
called a “sharp,” which is a musi-
cal term.

— E.V.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: My mother, who

is in her late 70s, lives alone with
her standard poodle,
“Bonaparte.” She refuses to go
anywhere unless we agree that
Bonaparte can go, too.

When one of us offers to take
her to dinner, the poodle
waits in the car. She
won’t visit family mem-
bers either, unless
Bonaparte is welcome.

For Mother’s birthday,
I planned a special out-
ing at a lovely restaurant
and a matinee perfor-
mance of a show that was
in town. Mamma refused
to go unless we took the
dog. It wasn’t appropri-
ate, so I told her no. She
refused to go and is still
mad at me.

How can I make my mother
realize that the dog is an animal
companion, and there are times
when she needs to enjoy the
company of people sans her dog?

— Had It Up To Here
in New Jersey

Dear Had It: Some people are

so fond of their pets they are
reluctant to part with them, even
temporarily.

Your mother appears to be one
of them. She has made her feel-
ings clear, and I doubt anyone —
myself included — could con-
vince her to socialize without

him. (Feelings are not
always rational.) Since
you can’t teach an old
dog new tricks, when
you invite your mother
and the dog out, make
sure there is plenty of
air circulating in the
car and a water bowl
so Bonaparte will be
safe and comfortable.

Dear Abby: My

beloved 8-year-old
niece, “Emily,” has expressed
that she’s embarrassed to be
seen with me because I am “so
big.” I’m aware that children are
easily embarrassed by differenc-
es, be it someone using a cane,
someone with a foreign accent,
or someone who is fat like me.

I don’t want to embarrass

Emily on the days that I pick her
up from school, but I also don’t
want to condone her attitude
about “fat people” by hiding in
the car.

How can I expect an
8-year-old to be free of prejudice
when even supposedly mature
adults expect all women to be
slim-slender-thin-petite? I know
Emily loves me; she just doesn’t
want people to see us together in
public. What advice have you for
us?

— Concerned in New Mexico
Dear Concerned: Under no

circumstances should you hide.
Remind your niece that there is
more to a person than just the
package — that when you love
someone, you accept that person
for who he or she is, not how he
or she looks.

Emily may be only 8, but she’s
old enough to learn that lesson.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Attachment to dog is unnerving

Long-distance relationship dead

Dear Abby
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Beauty 210

DSL and Cell service now 
in Italy and Germany.

Internet Services 600

Dental 902

Financial Services 904Transportation 944
Fly To The States for as low as

Round Trip incl. Tax!

call toll free 0800-5878359

Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:00
Sa 09:00 - 13:00

299 Euro

Travel Agencies 1002

Travel 1000Attorneys 886 Long Distance
Service 660
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Automotive 140

FIND 1000s of shops
Shipping to APOPO

www.APOFPOShipping.com

VW Polo '98 classic 107k Km,
german spec, 5 spd, winter-
/summer tires, cd 5 disc, pw, $
6,800, call 0160-6217184

GMC JIMMY '98 V-6, 4X4, cd,
pwr win lock door seats, auto
66K $9,000 obo, call Leeanne
0696997380 06969538964

APOHQ.com: Shop Secure!
Simple Directory, Outlets

--Only the Best--

VW Passat '01 GLS Wagon,
1.8L,5 spd man, cd, fully loaded
htd seats U.S spec, 64k miles, ,
$ 13.5K, call 0171-6359877

Ford Explorer '96 XLT, grn,
85K mi, V6, auto, 4wd, ac,
power dr/seats, cd cruise $
5,800 call 0621-7362901

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
in Europe for assistance call

49(0)1803-AAHELP
or www.aa - europe.net

VW Passat '00 Highline, 2.5 TDI
V6, 5 spd autow/Tiptronic, ink-
yblue perleffect, fully loaded,
excl condition, 0171-9907787

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Announcements 040 Computers 360

VW Beetle '01 black, like new,
auto, only 30K km, fully loaded,
german spec, excellent cond,
$11,500 call 06123-605863

Ford Mustang '68 Coupe, 289
eng, A/T, many new parts, runs
good/ body great $7,500 obo,

call 0621-7245056

Boxers & Rotweiler, pure-bred,
deliv poss, 0048 69426-5234 or
puppies@wp.pl eur400

Classic Autos 160

Volvo V40 '02 US spec,
blk/taupe lthr, fully loaded, dlr
maint, 27k mil, blue book
$19,1K asking $ 18,000 obo call
09725-705961

• Purchase of listed pets is at
buyer's risk. German Dog Club
e.v. recommends checking
breeder's club membership be-
fore any purchase

Volvo C70 conv '01, auto, euro
spec, 47K km, dark blue, black
top, gray leather, tuned, loaded,
$ 25,900 call 0174-3162158

Toyota Previa '93 US spec,
runs excellent, dealer maint, 2nd
owner, seats 7, new tires, needs
noth ing $  3 ,200 ca l l
0175-3588396

Pets 820

Subaru Outback H6-30 AWD
'03 & Saab 900 '94, both have
auto trans, lthr, 6cyl, loaded &
are US Specs call 01715519148

Dodge Ram '94 250 Patriot
Conversion Van, newly insp
euro.- 3,000 or $3,800 call
Marcus 0163-618-9920

Computers 360
Announcements 040

Attractive German Lady, mid
40's Frankfurt area is seeking
serious relationship with Ameri-
can male, please email sina.
monika@web.de

Chrysler Town&Country '97
3.8L, tow pkg, auto, US spec,
bge leath, 1own, 86k mil, $8,500
call 0611-503959 Wiesbaden

Saab 95 '01 U.S specs, fully
loaded, 5 spd, leather, prem
sound, on star GPS, sunroof,
under warranty, only 26k miles,
$ 17,900 obo call 06783-4448

Honda S2000 '03 U.S spec, red,
mint condition, 8,900 miles $
26,000 call 06196-907484

Looking for Live in/out nanny for
3 children, newborn - 6 years of
age, need ASAP, please call

0160-2490479

Person to Person 800
BMW 525i '02 US spec, 30k
miles, prem pkg, Xeon lights,
park control, fully loaded, winter
tires, blue book 35K+, asking
29,750 obo, call 0175-5047462

Buses/Vans/RVs 158

Saab 93 '03 2L turbo, U.S spec,
23k miles, 15 month warranty,
free shipping, fully loaded, $
21,500, call 0931-701400 or
0175-9580699

Ford Sierra '91 Blue metalli-
c,4door,pw, pl, 5 speed, new
inspec, 124K km, euro- 1,100,
Bamberg, call 0171-7361947

Live in Nanny needed for child
care and light Housekeeping,
responsible , references re-
quired, 0160-99076892 Mainz

BMW 330ci '04 US spec, all
leather, sat navigation, premium
pkg, fully loaded, $ 32K, call
0173-6952046

Wanted Truck must have 4whdr,
a/c, us spec any condition email
sappersny@yahoo.com

Porsche 944 '85 black, turbo
270hp, Z-rated racing tires, last
inspec 10/04, looks&runs great,
$ 6,900, call 069-95637660

JVC 38in NTSC color TV $400.
Teak Desk $200. Round 36in
Kitchen table,oak,glass top,2
chairs $400.Navy leather wing
chair recliner $500.Call Mike
370-7652 or 06221-589773

Ford Fiesta '01 GT, sports
edition, 106hp, 3 dr/blk, a/c, cd,
abs, $ 4,900 call 0175-5064323
or DSN 322-7821

Child Care Wanted 300
BMW 328i '97 blacik, 88K mil, 5
speed, excl cond, BMW service,
borad compu, ac, $12,000, obo
06408-62800 or 0171-6472546

Mini-Van, newer model, low
milage, good condition, auto-
matic, U.S specs, reasonable
price, call 06221-383395

CARS WANTED!
US/Euro Spec.
Cars Trucks SUV's
Vans '96-2004
Models Top Prices
P a i d  T e l :

0631-940050

PCS Sale 780
Mercury Cougar '01, V6, man-
ual, lthr, 32k miles, extras,
$10,500 obo, call 09182-931738
or mchpp@hotmail.com

Daewoo Nexia '96 euro spec,
auto, ps, pw, pb, abs, a/c, stereo
cassette, great condition , $
3,500 call 0172-7302794

Toyota 4X4 Pickup '92 miracu-
lously kept, 5spd, low miles 86K,
cold a/c, camper and extras,
$4,000 call 0174-3297013

BMW 325ci '03 32K mil, premi-
um pkg, sport pkg, premium
w h e e l s ,  $ 2 3 , 0 0 0  c a l l
01759563270

BMW 750iL '99 G specs, 144K,
blk, gps, handsfree phon, stand
hz, massage htd seats&wheel,
dsc,edc $19500, 0711- 3460211

Mercedes Vito108D '98 135K
km, runs/looks like new, euro.-
6,500 obo, call 0621-7245056 or
0172-87893139

Dependable woman, seeking
domestic work, babysitting,
house keeping, call Betty
069-56030715 or 0612-7587650

MERCEDES OR JAPANESE
CAR OWNERS -please call me
before you sell, junk it or give it
away. Kl ink.  65631564
www.klink-cars.de

BMW 7 series '93, dk blue, runs
great, auto trans, 3,000 obo, call
01605549931 or 016093022765Automotive 140

Nissan Frontier '01, 4X4 . 36K
mil, V6, 5 spd, pw, pl, pm, 6 cd,
run boards, $17,000 obo call
0170655-2530 or 09366-982878

BMW 730i '93, Germ spec,
great condition, $4,200 obo, call
0172-5771165

Jobs Wanted 640
Mercedes E320 '99 Elegance,
dlr maint, 73k mil, auto, fully
loaded, new sport wheel pkg,
$16,500 , call 0171-2219243

Audi A6 '96 euor specs, 5 spd,
abs,a/c, cd, new speakers, very
good condition $ 6,000 call
0175-1934737

Autos Wanted 156

Ford F150 '01 XLT Super Cab,
V6, cd, 63k mil, wht/gray
interior, great truck, excl cond,
$13,500 call 0160-2529983

WANTED
YOUR IRAQ WAR PHOTOS

For details visit:
thedigitalwarriors.com

Mercedes 300E '86 new brake-
s/tires plus a set of winter tires;
needs some work euro.- 1,000,
01650991750 or 01713797997

Audi 100 '94, 6 cyl, 5spd pwr
sunroof, ac, new brakes, timing
belt and battery, all records,
$4,400 obo, 0160-4090755

BMW 525i '03 5 spd, U.S Spec,
silver metallic, prem pkg, sport
pkg, Xeon lights, lip spoiler, car
cover, like new, 4,600 miles,
below book, $ 33K obo call
01798- 752945

VW Polo '02 lft hand drv, met
silv, a/c, fully loaded, am/fm
cass, 40K km, m.o.t, road tax
pait 01/05, DSN 235-4470
zafec96@yahoo.com

Dodge Ram '01 1500 Quad
cab, red, 4X4, 5spd, tow pkg,
slid rw, bed liner, 64K mil, $15K,
0175-1938236 or 09472-907738

ESTATE SALE Period furniture
and various decorative acces-
soires in excellent condition for
sale. For an initial viewing
p l e a s e  v i s i t
www.8ung.at/svdah/wal or call
0631/23562

Announcements 040 Announcements 040 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale - UK 154 Trucks 174 Furniture 510
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Jobs Offered 630

Registered Persian kittens,
w/basic shots and papers $ 400,
call 06158-916548

We need a house or ground
floor apartment in the
Vilseck/Sulzbach area min 125
qm, pet call 0162-2667718

RESUMES-RESUMIX
Service

www.polishedresumes.com
Tel: 09335-997648

Jack Russell Terrier 4 months,
good with kids, $ 400, call
06151-696705 or 0160-2587568

Apartments Wanted 858
Resume Service 928

Guinea Pig Cage & supplies
included call 0171 9898 453 or
06155 601 409 (day)

XXL App furn-kitch, 4 bedr,
garge, near Dstein 20 min to Wi,
a v a i l  D e c  1 ,  e u r o . -
1,000+uti+dep, call 06126-4694

German as second language
quick and easy (no grammar)
Bitbug/Spangdahlem area call
0175-5477882

Do you want your dog trained?
Or want lessons with your dog?
Schweinfurt and Bad Kissingen

area. call 09721-948511

Doberman puppies, great pa-
rents, pure-bred with shot re-
cord, 500 eur call 0172-6112720

Language Classes 912
2 bedrm apart w/kitchen, 69 qm,
balcony & parking, newly reno-
vated. Located in Bad Homburg
near Frankfurt, ava now 550.00
Euros+util. call Frau Coy at
069-41674746 or 0178-3861401

Boxer male 14 months fawn,
housetrained, shots, comes with
all accessories, $ 200 call
0175-8963539

Apartment Unfurn 856

Beautiful white German Shep-
herd pups, all shots dewormed,
with papers 500- 600 Euros, call
0170-5357533

Miniature Dachshund pups, long
and shorthair, various colors,
Euro 450 and up, purebred,
shots , dewormed, Wuerzburg
area, Call 0170-5357533

Events 460
Pet Grooming 824

Beautiful Labrador puppies,
pure bred with first shots and
tattoo. Black and yellow, can
email photos, euro.- 400,
0982-7928713 or 01603493324

You will Find Evelyn your Tailor
Lady/Seamstress at Friedrick-
Bauer Str. 32 Neuendettelsau

O171-7948254

Pure Bred male Collie 5 months
old, good with kids, has shots&
papers, asking $ 500,
0175-2591290 or 06033-749353

Beagle for sale 10 months old,
kennel trained with papers/shots
and supplies, prefer no kids $
300 obo, call 0621-7248208

*VACATION IN GARMISCH*
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
33eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

We Invite You to
Visit the Bible
Baptist Church

in your area. We are old
fashioned, Fundamental,

Independent, KJV.
For Information call:

Munich
089-682726

www.gocities.com/
bbcmunich

Darmstadt/Rhein- Main
06150-51783

www.biblebaptist
churchgermany.org
Wurzburg-Kitzingen

09314-62204
bigmac@hrb.de

Stuttgart
0711-6960785

baptist-stuttgart.com

Pug puppy and Dog DeBor-
deaux puppies, with all shots
and wormed with papers, call
0175-6435474

ACA registered miniature
Schnauzer puppies, $ 400 or
euro 350.- call 09367-986081 or

0171-9746780

Travel 1000Pets 820Pets 820 Religious Activities 871 Religious Activities 871Services Offered 952
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AFN TV & Radio
Saturday

AFN-Sports, 8 a.m. — College football: Air
Force Football With Fisher De Berry (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR
Trucks Chevy Silverado 150 (dld).

AFN-Sports, 1 p.m. — College football: Mar-
shall at Akron (dld).

AFN-Sports, 6 p.m. — College football:
Ohio St. at Michigan St.

AFN-Atlantic, 6 p.m. — College football: Vir-
ginia Tech at North Carolina.

AFN-Pacific, 6:30 p.m. — College football:
Georgia Tech at North Carolina St. (joined in
progress).

AFN-Sports, 9:30 p.m. — College football:
Oklahoma at Texas A&M.

AFN-Pacific, 9:30 p.m. — College football:
Minnesota at Wisconsin.

AFN-Atlantic, 9:30 p.m. — College football:
Notre Dame at Tennessee.

Sunday
AFN-Pacific/Korea, 1 a.m. — College foot-

ball: Oklahoma State at Texas.
AFN-Sports, 1:45 a.m. — College football:

Clemson at Miami.
AFN-Sports, 6 a.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR

Busch Series, Bashas’ Supermarkets 200
(dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m. — Golf: PGA Tour Cham-
pionship, third round (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, 1 p.m. — College football: Or-
egon at California (dld).

AFN-Sports, 1:30 p.m. — College football:
Maryland at Virginia (dld).

AFN-Pacific/Korea, 7 p.m. — NFL: N.Y. Jets
at Buffalo.

AFN-Atlantic, 7 p.m. — NFL: Philadelphia
at Pittsburgh.

AFN-Sports, 9:30 p.m. — Auto racing:
NASCAR Nextel Cup, Checker Auto Parts 500.

AFN-Pacific/Korea, 10 p.m. — NFL: New En-
gland at St. Louis.

AFN-Atlantic, 10 p.m. — NFL: New Orleans
at San Diego.

All times Central European Time; dld indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Some radio broadcasts not
available in all areas. Visit www.myafn.net
for more information.

Pro football
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 6 1 0 .857 168 124
N.Y. Jets 6 1 0 .857 168 116
Buffalo 2 5 0 .286 115 120
Miami 1 7 0 .125 100 162

South
Jacksonville 5 3 0 .625 128 146
Houston 4 3 0 .571 158 143
Indianapolis 4 3 0 .571 218 178
Tennessee 3 5 0 .375 151 178

North
Pittsburgh 6 1 0 .857 170 134
Baltimore 4 3 0 .571 127 100
Cleveland 3 4 0 .429 147 147
Cincinnati 2 5 0 .286 126 166

West
Denver 5 3 0 .625 168 141
San Diego 5 3 0 .625 219 156
Kansas City 3 4 0 .429 206 177
Oakland 2 6 0 .250 138 223

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 7 0 0 1.000 186 104
N.Y. Giants 5 2 0 .714 151 113
Dallas 3 4 0 .429 138 177
Washington 2 5 0 .286 98 123

South
Atlanta 6 2 0 .750 170 170
New Orleans 3 4 0 .429 154 191
Tampa Bay 2 5 0 .286 109 124
Carolina 1 6 0 .143 100 158

North
Minnesota 5 2 0 .714 183 162
Detroit 4 3 0 .571 137 154
Green Bay 4 4 0 .500 206 186
Chicago 2 5 0 .286 108 121

West
St. Louis 4 3 0 .571 158 165
Seattle 4 3 0 .571 152 118
Arizona 2 5 0 .286 126 142
San Francisco 1 6 0 .143 118 182

Sunday’s games
Washington at Detroit
Arizona at Miami
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo
Dallas at Cincinnati
Oakland at Carolina
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh
Kansas City at Tampa Bay
Chicago at N.Y. Giants
Seattle at San Francisco
New Orleans at San Diego
Houston at Denver
New England at St. Louis
Cleveland at Baltimore
Open: Green Bay, Atlanta, Jacksonville,

Tennessee
Monday’s game

Minnesota at Indianapolis
Sunday, Nov. 14

Chicago at Tennessee
Houston at Indianapolis
Baltimore at N.Y. Jets
Seattle at St. Louis
Tampa Bay at Atlanta
Detroit at Jacksonville
Kansas City at New Orleans
Pittsburgh at Cleveland
Cincinnati at Washington
N.Y. Giants at Arizona
Minnesota at Green Bay
Carolina at San Francisco
Buffalo at New England
Open: Miami, Denver, Oakland, San Diego

Monday, Nov. 15
Philadelphia at Dallas

Pro soccer
MLS playoffs

Conference Semifinals
(Two-leg Aggregate Score Series)

Eastern Conference

Columbus vs. New England
Saturday, Oct. 23

New England 1, Columbus 0
Sunday, Oct. 31

New England 1, Columbus 1, tie, New En-
gland wins series 2-1

D.C. United vs. MetroStars
Saturday, Oct. 23

D.C. United 2, MetroStars 0
Saturday, Oct. 30

D.C United 2, MetroStars 0, D.C. United
wins series 4-0

Western Conference
Kansas City vs. San Jose

Sunday, Oct. 24
San Jose 2, Kansas City 0

Saturday, Oct. 30
Kansas City 3, San Jose 0, Kansas City wins

series 3-2
Los Angeles vs. Colorado

Friday, Oct. 22
Colorado 1, Los Angeles 0

Saturday, Oct. 30
Los Angeles 2, Colorado 0, Los Angeles

wins series 2-1
Conference Championship

Eastern Conference
New England vs. D.C. United

Saturday, Nov. 6
New England at D.C. United

Western Conference
Kansas City vs. Los Angeles

Friday, Nov. 5
Los Angeles at Kansas City

MLS Cup
Sunday, Nov. 14
At Carson, Calif.

TBD

College football
AP Top 25 fared

How the top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ college football poll fared Thursday:

No. 1 Southern Cal (8-0) did not play. Next:
at Oregon State, Saturday.

No. 2 Oklahoma (8-0) did not play. Next: at
No. 22 Texas A&M, Saturday.

No. 3 Auburn (9-0) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 8 Georgia, Nov. 13.

No. 4 California (6-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Oregon, Saturday.

No. 5 Wisconsin (8-0) did not play. Next:
vs. Minnesota, Saturday.

No. 6 Texas (7-1) did not play. Next: vs. No.
19 Oklahoma State, Saturday.

No. 7 Utah (8-0) did not play. Next: vs. Colo-
rado State, Saturday.

No. 8 Georgia (7-1) did not play. Next: at
Kentucky, Saturday.

No. 9 Tennessee (7-1) did not play. Next:
vs. Notre Dame, Saturday.

No. 10 Michigan (8-1) did not play. Next:
vs. Northwestern, Nov. 13.

No. 11 Miami (6-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Clemson, Saturday.

No. 12 Virginia (6-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Maryland, Saturday.

No. 13 Florida State (6-2) did not play.
Next: vs. Duke, Saturday.

No. 14 Louisville (6-1) beat Memphis 56-49.
Next: vs. TCU, Wednesday, Nov. 10.

No. 15 West Virginia (7-1) did not play.
Next: vs. Temple, Saturday.

No. 16 Boise State (8-0) did not play. Next:
at San Jose State, Nov. 13.

No. 17 LSU (6-2) did not play. Next: vs. Ala-
bama, Nov. 13.

No. 18 Virginia Tech (6-2) did not play.
Next: at North Carolina, Saturday.

No. 19 Oklahoma State (6-2) did not play.
Next: at No. 6 Texas, Saturday.

No. 20 Iowa (6-2) did not play. Next: vs. Pur-
due, Saturday.

No. 21 Southern Mississippi (5-1) did not
play. Next: vs. Cincinnati, Saturday.

No. 22 Texas A&M (6-2) did not play. Next:
vs. No. 2 Oklahoma, Saturday.

No. 23 Arizona State (6-2) did not play.
Next: vs. Stanford, Saturday.

No. 24 Boston College (5-2) did not play.
Next: vs. Rutgers, Saturday.

No. 25 UTEP (6-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Rice, Nov. 13.

Thursday
No. 14 Louisville 56,

Memphis 49
Louisville 14 21 6 15—56
Memphis 17 16 7 9—49

First Quarter
Mem—FG Gostkowski 25, 9:40.
Lou—Russell 16 pass from LeFors (Car-

mody kick), 7:17.
Mem—Douglas 21 pass from Wimprine

(Gastkowski kick), 6:00.
Lou—Barnidge 17 pass from LeFors (Car-

mody kick), 2:50.
Mem—Scott 22 pass from Wimprine (Gast-

kowski kick), :49.
Second Quarter

Mem—Williams 31 run (Gastkowski kick),
13:39.

Lou—Russell 32 pass from LeFors (Car-
mody kick), 9:02.

Lou—Rhodes 40 fumble return (Carmody
kick), 8:01.

Mem—FG Gostkowski 19, 4:39.
Lou—Shelton 78 run (Carmody kick), 3:19.

Mem—Gideon 21 pass from Wimprine
(pass failed), 1:19.

Third Quarter
Mem—Gideon 6 pass from Wimprine (Gost-

kowski kick), 7:57.
Lou—Shelton 3 run (pass failed), 4:36.

Fourth Quarter
Lou—Shelton 4 run (Gostkowski kick),

11:54.
Mem—Wimprine 1 run (pass failed), 9:03.
Mem—FG Gostkowski 29, 6:20.
Lou—Shelton 1 run (LeFors run), :37.
A—52,384.
 Lou Mem

First downs 33 30
Rushes-yards 48-278 39-242
Passing 321 361
Comp-Att-Int 24-34-0 24-46-1
Return Yards 45 6
Punts-Avg. 2-40 1-32
Fumbles-Lost 2-2 2-1
Penalties-Yards 6-59 8-75
Time of Possession 31:49 28:11

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing — Louisville, Shelton 14-136, Bush

16-81, LeFors 7-35, Gates 10-27, Team
1-(minus 1). Memphis, Williams 26-200,
Wimprione 6-25, Doss 2-11, Douglas 2-4,
White 2-3, Team 1-(minus 1).

Passing — Louisville, LeFors 24-34-0-321.
Memphis, Wimprine 24-46-1-361.

Receiving — Louisville, Tinch 8-79, Russell
7-146, Barnidge 2-25, Clark 2-24, M.Jones
1-14, T.Jones 1-13, McCauley 1-12, Gates 1-8,
Bush 1-0. Memphis, Gideon 9-115, Avery 3-62,
Douglas 3-30, Doucette 3-17, Scott 2-30, Will-
iams 2-15, Doss 1-58, Pratcher 1-34.

Golf
PGA Tour Championship

Thursday
At East Lake Golf Club

Atlanta
Purse: $6 million

Yardage: 7,141; Par: 70 (35-35)
First Round

Jay Haas 34-33—67 -3
Darren Clarke 33-34—67 -3
Jerry Kelly 33-34—67 -3
David Toms 33-35—68 -2
Zach Johnson 33-35—68 -2
Padraig Harrington 35-34—69 -1
John Daly 35-34—69 -1
Mark Hensby 35-34—69 -1
Steve Flesch 33-36—69 -1
Mike Weir 34-35—69 -1
Stuart Appleby 32-37—69 -1
Stephen Ames 36-33—69 -1
Vijay Singh 35-34—69 -1
Retief Goosen 33-37—70 E
Stewart Cink 35-35—70 E
Rory Sabbatini 37-34—71 +1
Sergio Garcia 34-37—71 +1
Phil Mickelson 35-36—71 +1
Carlos Franco 35-37—72 +2
Chris DiMarco 36-36—72 +2
Todd Hamilton 36-36—72 +2
Ernie Els 36-36—72 +2
Tiger Woods 34-38—72 +2
K.J. Choi 36-37—73 +3
Fred Funk 35-38—73 +3
Shigeki Maruyama 34-39—73 +3
Chad Campbell 35-38—73 +3
Scott Verplank 35-39—74 +4
Adam Scott 36-39—75 +5
Kenny Perry 37-39—76 +6

Mizuno Classic
Friday

At Seta Golf Course
Otsu, Japan

Purse: $1 million
Yardage: 6,450; Par: 72

First Round
Chihiro Nakajima 33-30—63 -9
Annika Sorenstam 31-32—63 -9
Rachel Teske 33-33—66 -6
Aree Song 33-33—66 -6
Akiko Fukushima 32-35—67 -5
Hee-Won Han 33-34—67 -5
Laura Davies 33-34—67 -5
Lorena Ochoa 34-33—67 -5
Grace Park 34-33—67 -5
Karrie Webb 33-34—67 -5
Yasuko Satoh 34-34—68 -4
Heather Bowie 35-33—68 -4
Young Kim 35-33—68 -4
Michiko Hattori 32-36—68 -4
Sakura Yokomine 34-34—68 -4
Becky Morgan 33-35—68 -4
Lorie Kane 35-33—68 -4
Junko Omote 35-34—69 -3
Noriko Aso 34-35—69 -3
Chieko Amanuma 35-34—69 -3
Midori Yoneyama 36-33—69 -3
Jamie Hullett 35-34—69 -3
Natalie Gulbis 33-36—69 -3
Candie Kung 33-36—69 -3
Catriona Matthew 34-35—69 -3
Toshimi Kimura 34-35—69 -3
Keiko Sasaki 36-34—70 -2
Hsiu-Feng Tseng 34-36—70 -2
Shiho Ohyama 34-36—70 -2
Hiroko Yamaguchi 36-34—70 -2
Seol-An Jeon 34-36—70 -2
Kyoko Ono 36-34—70 -2
Kate Golden 35-35—70 -2
Mi Hyun Kim 35-35—70 -2
Kaori Higo 35-35—70 -2
Kim Saiki 34-36—70 -2

Carin Koch 35-35—70 -2
Ai Miyazato 37-33—70 -2
Michiko Mitsui 36-35—71 -1
Jill McGill 34-37—71 -1
Michelle Estill 35-36—71 -1
Yuriko Ohtsuka 34-37—71 -1
Hiromi Mogi 37-34—71 -1
Sherri Steinhauer 35-36—71 -1
Gloria Park 33-38—71 -1
Janice Moodie 35-36—71 -1
Woo-Soon Ko 36-36—72 E
Yuko Saitoh 36-36—72 E
Hsiao-Chuan Lu 36-36—72 E
Riko Higashio 35-37—72 E
Young-A Yang 34-38—72 E
Kasumi Fujii 37-35—72 E
Laura Diaz 35-37—72 E
Stacy Prammanasudh 35-37—72 E
Michie Ohba 34-39—73 +1
Mikiyo Nishizuka 36-37—73 +1
Jung Yeon Lee 35-38—73 +1
Rui Kitada 34-39—73 +1
Kelly Robbins 36-37—73 +1
Jeong Jang 37-36—73 +1
Siew-Ai Lim 39-35—74 +2
Ashli Bunch 37-37—74 +2
Kaori Suzuki 36-38—74 +2
Jean Bartholomew 36-38—74 +2
Yuka Sakaguchi 38-36—74 +2
Dorothy Delasin 39-35—74 +2
Christina Kim 39-35—74 +2
Yuka Shiroto 35-40—75 +3
Mitsuko Kawasaki 39-36—75 +3
Kelli Kuehne 37-38—75 +3
Yun-Jye Wei 38-37—75 +3
Yoko Yamagishi 35-41—76 +4
Yuka Irie 37-39—76 +4
Vicki Goetze-Ackerman 40-36—76 +4
Reilley Rankin 37-39—76 +4
Yukari Baba 38-39—77 +5

Vietnam Masters
Friday

At Chi Linh Star Golf and Country Club
Chi Linh, Vietnam

Purse: $200,000
Par: 72

Second Round
Angelo Que, Philippines 70-66—136
Jerome Delariarte, Philippines 69-70—139
Corey Pavin, United States 71-68—139
Boonchu Ruangkit, Thailand 70-69—139
Thaworn Wiratchant, Thailand 68-71—139
Thongchai Jaidee, Thailand 70-70—140
Scott Barr, Australia 67-73—140
Chang Tse-peng, Taiwan 69-71—140
Alistair Presness, Australia 70-71—141
Ashok Kumar, India 71-70—141
Anthony Summers, Australia 66-76—142
Li Chao, China 70-72—142
Adam Fraser, Australia 73-70—143
Jason Dawes, Australia 68-75—143
Lin Wen-ko, Taiwan 69-74—143
Lin Chie-hsiang, Taiwan 75-68—143
Choi Gwang-soo, South Korea 70-73—143
Bryan Saltus, United States 73-70—143
Huang Tung-liang, Taiwan 70-74—144
Craig Kamps, South Africa 71-73—144
David Gleeson, Australia 69-75—144
Somkiat Srisanga, Thailand 69-75—144
Kasper Jorgensen, Denmark 71-73—144
Anthony Kang, United States 72-72—144
Kyi Hla Han, Myanmar 72-72—144
Rick Gibson, Canada 70-74—144
Stephen Lindskog, Sweden 72-73—145
Amandeep Johl, India 77-68—145
Olle Nordberg, Sweden 69-76—145
Ewan Porter, Australia 72-73—145

Auto racing
Bashas’ Supermarket 200

lineup
NASCAR Busch Series

After Thursday qualifying; race Saturday
At Phoenix International Raceway

Phoenix
Lap length: 1 mile

1. (5) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 133.819 mph.
2. (60) Greg Biffle, Ford, 132.324.
3. (41) Jamie McMurray, Dodge, 132.319.
4. (46) Ashton Lewis Jr., Chevrolet, 132.222.
5. (27) Johnny Sauter, Pontiac, 132.163.
6. (21) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 132.110.
7. (55) Robby Gordon, Chevrolet, 132.057.
8. (23) Kenny Wallace, Chevrolet, 131.699.
9. (8) Martin Truex Jr., Chevrolet, 131.694.
10. (87) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet, 131.694.
11. (32) Shane Hmiel, Dodge, 131.617.
12. (37) David Green, Pontiac, 131.608.
13. (38) Kasey Kahne, Dodge, 131.593.
14. (66) Rusty Wallace, Dodge, 131.536.
15. (1) Casey Mears, Dodge, 131.411.
16. (12) Tim Fedewa, Chevrolet, 130.995.
17. (17) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 130.961.
18. (14) David Stremme, Chevrolet, 130.890.
19. (9) Mark Martin, Ford, 130.638.
20. (43) Aaron Fike, Dodge, 130.534.
21. (20) Mike Bliss, Chevrolet, 130.506.
22. (11) Paul Menard, Chevrolet, 130.444.
23. (59) Stacy Compton, Ford, 130.288.
24. (35) Wally Dallenbach Jr., Ford, 130.237.
25. (26) Mark Green, Dodge, 130.194.
26. (00) Tony Raines, Chevrolet, 130.171.
27. (22) Jason Keller, Ford, 130.006.
28. (25) Mike McLaughlin, Ford, 129.992.
29. (82) Dave Blaney, Chevrolet, 129.800.
30. (74) Jimmy Spencer, Chevrolet, 129.753.
31. (2) Ron Hornaday Jr., Chevrolet,

129.329.
32. (88) Jeff Fuller, Chevrolet, 129.269.

33. (18) J.J. Yeley, Chevrolet, 129.032.
34. (4) Mike Wallace, Ford, 128.774.
35. (44) Justin Labonte, Dodge, 128.663.
36. (47) Robert Pressley, Ford, 128.503.
37. (99) Michael Waltrip, Chevrolet,

128.228.
38. (02) Hermie Sadler, Chevrolet, 128.182.
39. (72) John Graham, Chevrolet, Provision-

al.
40. (49) Derrike Cope, Ford, Provisional.
41. (10) Gus Wasson, Chevrolet, Provision-

al.
42. (24) Jason Jefferson, Chevrolet, Provi-

sional.
43. (93) Steve Grissom, Chevrolet, Past

Champion.

Tennis
Paris Masters

Thursday
At Palais Omnisports de Paris-Bercy

Paris
Purse: $3.11 million (Masters)

Surface: Carpet-Indoor
Singles

Third Round
Guillermo Canas (13), Argentina, def.

Tommy Haas (18), Germany, 7-6 (4), 6-2.
Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, def. Tim Henman

(3), Britain, 7-5, 6-1.
Radek Stepanek, Czech Republic, def.

Vince Spadea (17), United States, 6-2, 6-3.
Lleyton Hewitt (2), Australia, def. Nicolas

Massu (14), Chile, 4-3, retired.
Feliciano Lopez, Spain, def. Andrei Pavel

(11), Romania, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4.
Max Mirnyi, Belarus, def. Andy Roddick

(1), United States, 7-6 (2), 6-2.
Robin Soderling, Sweden, def. Cyril Saulni-

er, France, 7-6 (4), 6-2.
Marat Safin (6), Russia, def. Jurgen Melzer,

Austria, 6-2, 7-5.

Advanta Championships
Thursday

At The Pavilion
Villanova, Pa.

Purse: $585,000 (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Second Round

Nadia Petrova (7), Russia, def. Amy Fra-
zier, United States, 6-4, 6-3.

Vera Zvonareva (6), Russia, def. Nathalie
Dechy, France, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Amelie Mauresmo (1), France, def. Iveta
Benesova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-2.

Anastasia Myskina (2), Russia, def. Rossa-
na Neffa-de los Rios, Paraguay, 6-4, 7-6 (0).

Alicia Molik (8), Australia, def. Jelena Jank-
ovic, Serbia-Montenegro, 7-5, 6-3.

Venus Williams (5), United States, def. Yuli-
ana Fedak, Ukraine, 6-4, 2-6, 7-6 (4).

Bell Challenge
Thursday

At Club Avantage Multi-Sports de Quebec
Quebec City

Purse: $170,000 (Tier III)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Second Round

Abigail Spears, United States, def. Jill Cray-
bas (4), United States, 6-1, 6-2.

Alina Jidkova, Russia, def. Stephanie
Dubois, Canada, 3-6, 7-6 (6), 7-6 (5).

Martina Sucha, Slovakia, def. Claudine
Schaul (6), Luxembourg, 6-3, 6-0.

Sesil Karatantcheva, Bulgaria, def. Shenay
Perry, United States, 6-2, 6-3.

Mary Pierce (1), France, def. Mariana
Diaz-Oliva, Argentina, 6-3, 6-4.

Deals
Thursday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

DETROIT TIGERS—Named David Chadd
vice president of amateur scouting, James
Orr assistant scouting director and Greg
Smith scout.

SEATTLE MARINERS—Named Jim Slaton
bullpen coach.

National League
NEW YORK METS—Named Willie Randolph

manager and agreed to terms on a
three-year contract.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES—Named Charlie
Manuel manager and signed him to a
three-year contract.

SAN DIEGO PADRES—Named Scott Little-
field east coast cross-checker and Scott
Trcka, Charlie Kerfeld and Dave Lottsfeldt
scouts.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

MILWAUKEE BUCKS—Waived F Marcus
Haislip. Signed F Marcus Fizer.

NEW JERSEY NETS—Signed Lawrence
Frank, coach, to a four-year contract exten-
sion.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Signed WR Richard
Alston from the practice squad. Re-signed
OL Anthony Oakley to the practice squad.
Waived OL Javiar Collins.

SAN JOSE SABERCATS—Signed WR-DB Rod-
ney Wright.

COLLEGE
BIG EAST CONFERENCE—Named Amy

Haworth assistant commissioner for compli-
ance and Jonathan Gust director of commu-
nications.

MARYLAND—Signed Deborah You, athletic
director, to a two-year contract extension
through Aug. 2010.

MEREDITH—Named Steve Barnes sports in-
formation director.

MISSISSIPPI—Dismissed DB Danny Bell
from the football program for disciplinary
reasons.

PENN STATE—Named Eldon Price director
of men’s basketball operations and Greg My-
ford associate athletic director for market-
ing and communications.

RUTGERS-CAMDEN—Announced the resig-
nation Brian Sheehan, women’s soccer
coach.

SAINT LOUIS—Re-signed Brad Soderberg,
men’s basketball coach, to a five-year con-
tract.

VERMONT—Announced the retirement of
Tom Brennan, men’s basketball coach, effec-
tive at the end of the 2004-05 season.

TANK MCNAMARA
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BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

The list of unbeatens is down to
six with a month left in the regu-
lar season.

No. 1 Southern California, No. 2
Oklahoma, No. 5 Wisconsin and

No. 7 Utah are
all favored to
stay perfect
Saturday. But
Miami’s loss

to North Carolina last week
served as a reminder to the top
teams that it’s hard to hide flaws
in conference games, especially
on the road.

USC seems to be gaining mo-
mentum every week. Since win-
ning back-to-back close games at
Stanford and against California,
the Trojans have outscored oppo-
nents 125-19.

Now they go to Oregon State,
which has won three straight
against some of the Pac-10’s weak-
lings.

Corvallis is unfamiliar territory
for the Trojans. They haven’t
played there since 2000, when the
Beavers broke a 26-game losing
streak to USC with a 31-21 victo-
ry. But that was before coach
Pete Carroll arrived in Los Ange-
les.

“It presents new challenges be-
cause we have not been there be-
fore. We are accustomed to the
format of the trip, but you don’t
know something until you go do
it,” Carroll said.

In 1967, Oregon State knocked
off No. 1 USC and O.J. Simpson
3-0 in Corvallis, one of the great-
est victories in school history.

Oklahoma barely escaped Still-
water with a 38-35 victory over
Oklahoma State last Saturday.
Texas A&M awaits the Sooners in
College Station.

“We have to come out in a very
tough Big 12 South setting at
Texas A&M and improve in some
areas,” Sooners coach Bob Stoops
said.

The Aggies slipped up last
week at Baylor, but they’ve been
waiting all year to avenge the
worst loss in Big 12 history.

Oklahoma beat Texas A&M
77-0 in 2003.

Wisconsin appears to have an
easier task at home against slump-
ing Minnesota, which has lost
three of four. But this a rivalry
game in the Big Ten, with Paul
Bunyan’s ax going to the winner.

Utah has been storming
through its Mountain West Con-
ference rivals — next up is Colo-
rado State. Coach Sonny Lubick’s
Rams were the league’s kingpin
until coach Urban Meyer moved
to Salt Lake City. The Rams (3-5,
2-2) are in danger of having their
first losing season since 1993, Lu-
bick’s first in Fort Collins.

Auburn (9-0) and Boise State
(8-0) are off this week.

The picks:

No. 1 Southern Cal (minus 18)
at Oregon State: USC’s last game
outside Los Angeles … USC
37-10.

No. 2 Oklahoma (minus 12) at
No. 22 Texas A&M: Revenge
couldn’t get much sweeter …
TEXAS A&M 31-27.

Oregon (plus 21) at No. 4 Cali-
fornia: Ducks have won four
straight after going 1-3 … CALI-
FORNIA 34-21.

Minnesota (plus 6½) at No. 5
Wisconsin: Healthy Badgers de-
fense greets Gophers … WISCON-
SIN 24-13.

No. 19 Oklahoma State (plus
12½) at No. 6 Texas: Now here’s
an Oklahoma team the Longhorns
can handle … TEXAS 34-20.

Colorado State (plus 26½) at

No. 7 Utah: Rams had won five
straight against Utes before last
season’s loss. … UTAH 48-17.

No. 8 Georgia (minus 24) at
Kentucky: Bulldogs gearing up
for Auburn … GEORGIA 33-7.

Notre Dame (plus 7) at No. 9
Tennessee: Irish’s last three oppo-
nents are combined 20-3 … TEN-
NESSEE 28-14.

Clemson (plus 17) at No. 11
Miami: Canes still smarting …
MIAMI 34-23.

Maryland (plus 14) at No. 12
Virginia: Cavaliers have renewed
hopes for ACC title … VIRGINIA
29-6.

Duke (plus 31) at No. 13 Flori-
da State: QB Chris Rix back at
the helm for FSU … FLORIDA
STATE 44-10.

Temple (plus 28) at No. 15
West Virginia: Good time for
Mountaineers to bench trouble-
some WR Chris Henry … WEST
VIRGINIA 45-10.

No. 18 Virginia Tech (minus
10) at North Carolina: Tar Heels
face better defense this week …
VIRGINIA TECH 24-16.

Purdue (no line) at No. 20
Iowa: QB Kyle Orton (hip) might
not play for Purdue … IOWA
15-12.

Cincinnati (plus 5½) at No. 21
Southern Mississippi: Golden Ea-
gles keep pace with Louisville in
C-USA … SOUTHERN MISS
38-13.

Stanford (plus 10½) at No. 23
Arizona State: Cardinal offense is
struggling as bad as Sun Devils’
D … ARIZONA STATE 31-14.

Rutgers (plus 14½) at No. 24
Boston College: BC looking to big
game against West Virginia …
BOSTON COLLEGE 34-23.

Last week: 12-7 (straight);
8-10-1 (vs. points).

Season: 135-37 (straight);
84-77-4 (vs. points).

College football schedule/statistics

Southern Cal,
Oklahoma take
perfect records
into Corvallis,
College Station

Weekend schedule
Saturday, Nov. 6

EAST
Columbia (1-6) at Harvard (7-0)
Massachusetts (4-5) at Northeastern (3-5)
Northwestern (4-4) at Penn State (2-6)
New Hampshire (6-2) at Rhode Island (4-4)
Pittsburgh (5-2) at Syracuse (4-4)
Yale (4-3) at Brown (4-3)
Lafayette (6-2) at Colgate (5-3)
Lehigh (7-1) at Georgetown, D.C. (2-6)
Marist (3-5) at Holy Cross (1-7)
Air Force (3-5) at Army (2-5)
Fordham (5-3) at Bucknell (4-4)
Stony Brook (2-6) at Cent. Connecticut St. (6-2)
Dartmouth (0-7) at Cornell (2-5)
St. Peter’s (1-7) at Iona (2-6)
Duquesne (5-2) at La Salle (3-6)
Sacred Heart (5-3) at Monmouth, N.J. (8-1)
Penn (6-1) at Princeton (4-3)
Wagner (5-4) at St. Francis, Pa. (3-6)
Temple (1-7) at West Virginia (7-1)
Kent St. (2-6) at Buffalo (1-7)
Albany, N.Y. (4-5) at Robert Morris (5-4)
Hofstra (4-4) at Maine (4-4)
Rutgers (4-4) at Boston College (5-2)

SOUTH
Georgia Tech (4-3) at N.C. State (4-4)
Virginia Tech (6-2) at North Carolina (4-4)
Duke (1-7) at Florida St. (6-2)
Savannah St. (2-5) at Coastal Carolina (7-1)
SE Louisiana (5-3) at Jacksonville (3-5)
Arkansas (3-4) at South Carolina (5-3)
Georgia (7-1) at Kentucky (1-7)
Charleston, W.Va. (3-6) at Morehead St. (5-4)
Morgan St. (3-5) at Norfolk St. (1-6)
Towson (3-5) at Richmond (2-6)
E. Kentucky (3-5) at Tenn.-Martin (2-7)
Liberty (3-5) at VMI (0-9)
Villanova (6-3) at William & Mary (6-2)
Allen (3-4) at Charleston Southern (4-3)
Delaware (6-2) at James Madison (7-1)
Howard (5-3) at S. Carolina St. (6-2)
Gardner-Webb (3-5) at Wofford (6-2)
Elon (2-6) at Appalachian St. (5-4)
Davidson (2-5) at Austin Peay (1-8)
Georgia Southern (8-1) at Furman (6-2)
Bethune-Cookman (5-2) at Hampton (7-1)
Alcorn St. (5-3) at MVSU (3-6)
Chattanooga (2-6) at The Citadel (1-6)
Florida (4-4) at Vanderbilt (2-6)
Alabama St. (6-1) at Grambling St. (4-4)
Cincinnati (4-4) at Southern Miss. (5-1)
E. Illinois (4-4) at Tennessee Tech (5-3)
Florida Atlantic (6-1) at Troy (4-4)
Maryland (4-4) at Virginia (6-1)
Notre Dame (5-3) at Tennessee (7-1)
Ohio (3-6) at UCF (0-8)
Alabama A&M (4-4) at Jackson St. (3-5)
Samford (4-5) at Jacksonville St. (6-1)
Texas State (4-4) at Northwestern St. (5-3)
Mississippi St. (3-5) at Alabama (5-3)
Navy (7-1) at Tulane (2-5)
Utah St. (2-6) at Louisiana-Monroe (3-5)
Stephen F.Austin (5-3) at Nicholls St. (4-3)
Clemson (4-4) at Miami (6-1)
SE Missouri (2-6) at Tennessee St. (3-5)

MIDWEST
Ohio St. (5-3) at Michigan St. (4-4)
Kansas St. (3-5) at Missouri (4-4)
Upper Iowa (2-7) at Drake (7-2)
Butler (1-8) at Valparaiso (3-6)
N. Iowa (4-4) at Indiana St. (4-5)
Colorado (4-4) at Kansas (3-5)
Indiana (3-5) at Illinois (2-7)
Nebraska (5-3) at Iowa St. (4-4)
Augustana, Ill. (5-5) at S. Dakota St. (4-4)
W. Kentucky (6-2) at SW Missouri St. (4-4)
Youngstown St. (3-6) at W. Illinois (4-5)
S. Illinois (8-1) at Illinois St. (4-4)
Purdue (5-3) at Iowa (6-2)
Minnesota (6-3) at Wisconsin (8-0)
W. Michigan (1-7) at Bowling Green (6-2)
Cent. Michigan (3-5) vs. E. Michigan (3-5)

at Detroit
SOUTHWEST

Baylor (3-5) at Texas Tech (5-3)
Prairie View (3-5) at Ark.-Pine Bluff (5-2)
Fresno St. (4-3) at Rice (3-5)
Tulsa (2-6) at SMU (1-7)
McNeese St. (3-5) at Sam Houston St. (7-1)
Oklahoma (8-0) at Texas A&M (6-2)
East Carolina (2-5) at Houston (2-6)
Oklahoma St. (6-2) at Texas (7-1)

FAR WEST
N. Arizona (4-4) at Montana (6-2)
S. Utah (4-4) at N. Colorado (1-7)
San Diego St. (2-6) at BYU (4-4)
N. Dakota St. (6-3) at Weber St. (1-8)
Oregon (5-3) at California (6-1)
Washington St. (3-5) at UCLA (5-3)
Arizona (1-7) at Washington (1-7)
Cal Poly-SLO (7-1) at E. Washington (6-3)
Arkansas St. (2-6) vs. Idaho (2-7) at Pull-

man, Wash.
Stanford (4-4) at Arizona St. (6-2)
Idaho St. (2-6) at Portland St. (4-4)
Montana St. (6-2) at Sacramento St. (2-6)
Wyoming (5-3) at UNLV (2-6)
Middle Tennessee (4-4) at New Mexico St. (3-5)
San Jose St. (2-5) at Nevada (4-4)
Colorado St. (3-5) at Utah (8-0)
Southern Cal (8-0) at Oregon St. (4-4)
Dayton (7-2) at San Diego (5-4)
Louisiana Tech (4-4) at Hawaii (3-4)

Division I-A statistics
Total offense

 Plays Yds Yds Pg
Louisville 460 3039 506.5
Utah 584 3970 496.3
Boise St. 637 3961 495.1
California 483 3449 492.7
Texas Tech 623 3892 486.5
Toledo 585 3843 480.4
Bowling Green 586 3755 469.4
Virginia 499 3258 465.4
Minnesota 633 4168 463.1
Northern Ill. 653 4160 462.2
Oklahoma 592 3692 461.5
Michigan St. 600 3626 453.3
Texas A&M 557 3620 452.5
Connecticut 584 3570 446.3
UCLA 555 3564 445.5

Rushing offense
 Car Yds Yds Pg
Rice 487 2517 314.6
Texas 417 2438 304.8
Navy 454 2162 270.3
Minnesota 428 2396 266.2

West Virginia 397 2108 263.5
Oklahoma St. 419 2036 254.5
Virginia 330 1743 249.0
Air Force 447 1980 247.5
California 295 1707 243.9
Northern Ill. 421 2152 239.1
Michigan St. 340 1858 232.3
Utah 359 1854 231.8
Louisville 275 1370 228.3
Boise St. 398 1825 228.1
Alabama 360 1808 226.0

Passing offense
 Att Cp Yds Yds Pg
Texas Tech 445 287 3295 411.9
Hawaii 357 200 2311 330.1
Toledo 272 193 2587 323.4
Bowling Green 309 209 2572 321.5
Purdue 296 183 2414 301.8
Connecticut 305 196 2383 297.9
Middle Tenn. St. 288 214 2378 297.3
Rutgers 338 214 2358 294.8
Fla. Atlantic 232 135 2040 291.4
Oregon St. 352 183 2316 289.5
Brigham Young 325 178 2264 283.0
Arizona St. 320 178 2243 280.4
Miami (Ohio) 281 172 2239 279.9
Louisville 185 134 1669 278.2
Colorado St. 278 166 2196 274.5

Total defense
 Plays Yds Yds Pg
Alabama 457 1774 221.7
Wisconsin 499 1891 236.3
North Carolina St. 506 1905 238.1
Southern California 516 2045 255.6
LSU 502 2052 256.5
Auburn 559 2382 264.6
Penn St. 541 2203 275.3
Virginia Tech 514 2203 275.3
Missouri 485 2219 277.3
Iowa 533 2227 278.3
Louisville 368 1679 279.8
Florida St. 516 2247 280.8
Marshall 517 2252 281.5
California 450 1976 282.2
Boston College 457 1988 284.0

Rushing defense
 Car Yds Yds Pg
Boise St. 205 513 64.1
Florida St. 264 535 66.9
Iowa 245 562 70.3
Southern California 242 568 71.0
Oklahoma 254 685 85.6
Wisconsin 249 713 89.1
California 226 641 91.6
Troy 309 736 92.0
Nebraska 275 746 93.3
Louisville 182 588 98.0
Purdue 262 798 99.8
Notre Dame 276 799 99.9
Boston College 237 701 100.1
Oregon 277 810 101.3
Auburn 307 915 101.7

Passing defense
 Att Cp Yds TDs Pts
Alabama 171 69 853 6 83.31
Wisconsin 250 119 1178 4 88.46
Missouri 189 98 1049 6 95.19
Virginia Tech 219 115 1241 5 96.69
South Carolina 245 129 1342 6 96.95
Southern California 274 150 1477 6 97.76
Fresno St. 210 102 1276 5 97.94
Oregon St. 283 121 1557 16 98.44
UTEP 293 143 1745 9 98.73
Southern Miss. 176 86 1043 7 100.40
Utah 245 128 1503 4 101.00
Louisville 186 94 1091 7 101.48
Texas Tech 272 135 1490 11 101.64
Boston College 220 123 1287 4 102.87
Maryland 239 113 1520 5 103.42

Div. I-A individual statistics
Rushing

 Car Yds Avg Yds Pg
Thomas, No. Texas 192 1215 6.3 173.6
Benson, Texas 219 1297 5.9 162.1
Peterson, Oklahoma 210 1272 6.1 159.0
Arrington, Cal 158 1106 7.0 158.0
Morency, Okla.St. 207 1246 6.0 155.8
Moats, La.Tech 182 1213 6.7 151.6
Wolfe, No.Illinois 198 1247 6.3 138.6
Williams, Memphis 182 941 5.2 134.4
Hart, Michigan 220 1160 5.3 128.9
Jones, Army 126 844 6.7 120.6
Dorsey, UNLV 153 945 6.2 118.1
Sproles, Kansas St. 188 936 5.0 117.0
Maroney, Minnesota 161 1030 6.4 114.4
Seymour, Cent.Mich. 184 903 4.9 112.9
Brockington, UConn 163 894 5.5 111.8

Passing
 Att Cp Yds TDs Rtg
LeFors, Louisville 116 89 1164 7 179.2
Gradkowski, Toledo 251 181 2386 19 174.6
Smith, Utah 203 131 1905 20 173.9
Campbell, Auburn 173 114 1724 14 172.8
Hackney, UAB 180 102 1776 18 168.1
Rodgers, California 177 126 1541 15 167.8
Jacobs, Bowl.Green 301 206 2533 23 163.0
Marshall, W.Virginia 139 84 1212 14 161.2
White, Oklahoma 223 142 1838 20 158.9
Hagans, Virginia 147 99 1372 6 156.5
Greene, Georgia 208 121 1746 15 151.5
Leinart, USC 243 159 1863 18 151.0
Marks, Middle Tenn. 272 202 2253 11 150.6
Orton, Purdue 280 173 2233 21 150.0
Zabransky, Boise St. 219 140 1967 11 148.6

Receiving
 Gms Ct Yds Ct Pg
Ridgeway, Ball State 9 90 1103 10.0
Wright, Middle Tenn. 8 63 886 7.9
Moses, Rutgers 8 62 669 7.8
Bernal-Wood, Idaho 9 69 632 7.7
Edwards, Michigan 9 69 995 7.7
Owens, Hawaii 7 53 570 7.6
Deslaurie, E.Michigan 8 58 944 7.3
Webb, San Diego St. 8 58 732 7.3
Flowers, Nevada 8 57 750 7.1
Hass, Oregon St. 8 56 891 7.0
Glover, Texas Tech 8 56 595 7.0
Moore, Toledo 8 56 663 7.0
Jennings, W.Michigan 8 55 804 6.9
Philmore, Northwestern 8 54 633 6.8
Hicks, Texas Tech 8 51 933 6.4

Top teams face final road tests

AP

Matt Leinart, 20-1 as USC’s starting quarterback, has thrown 18 TD

passes and four interceptions and has a passer rating of 151.0 this

season. The top-ranked Trojans, who have won 17 consecutive games,

do not leave their home state after Saturday’s game at Oregon State.

They finish the regular season against Arizona, Notre Dame and UCLA.

AP

Texas A&M quarterback Reggie

McNeal figures to test Oklaho-

ma’s defense with his running

ability. The Aggies, who lost at

Oklahoma 77-0 last year, will try

to rebound from last weekend’s

surprising loss at Baylor.

Saturday, November 6, 2004 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · PAGE 33



BY COLIN FLY

The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Louisville
and Memphis marched up and
down the field all night. All it took
to decide the game was Eric Shel-
ton’s 1-yard plunge.

Shelton got into the end zone
with 37 seconds left Thursday
night, allowing 14th-ranked Louis-
ville to escape with a 56-49 victo-
ry.

The teams combined for 105
points and 1,202 yards of offense,
with 15 plays of more than 20
yards.

Louisville, the nation’s top of-
fensive team at 506.5 yards a
game, was outgained despite roll-
ing up 599 yards. Memphis (5-3,
2-3 Conference USA) finished
with 603, including 361 through
the air.

Shelton ran for 136 yards and
four touchdowns and Stefan Le-
Fors threw for three scores and
321 yards for Louisville (6-1, 4-0).

“It was unbelievable. It was a
blast,” LeFors said. “It was a
great game for this team. We
pulled through it and it showed a
lot about this team’s character.”

“I wish we could have put up
some more points and won the
game. I really don’t know what to
say,” Memphis quarterback
Danny Wimprine said. “It was a
fun game to be in. ... We did some
things that were good to see on na-
tional TV, but you hate to lose one
like that.”

LeFors, the nation’s passing-ef-

ficiency leader, wasn’t as sharp

as his 76 percent season comple-

tion rate, but he still hit on 24 of

34 attempts and three first-half

touchdowns without a turnover.

It was a wild game that fea-

tured 10 lead changes, the last

when Shelton scored to put the

Cardinals ahead 54-49. LeFors

ran for the 2-point conversion,

but the game wasn’t over until

Louisville’s Abe Brown intercept-

ed a pass to seal it with 21 sec-

onds left.

“It was a big night for us on the

national stage. We earned the

right to be here,” Memphis coach

Tommy West said. “When we had

them on third down, we could not

stop them. I think we just got

whipped on defense.”

Louisville, 9-for-13 on

third-down conversions, took a

48-40 lead after consecutive
touchdown runs by Shelton, the
second with 11:54 remaining.

Memphis answered when Wim-
prine, who threw for four touch-
downs and 361 yards, ran in from
the 1 to make it 48-46. The Tigers
failed on a 2-point conversion at-
tempt.

Memphis forced a turnover
when Shelton fumbled a handoff
with 7:36 left, and Wimprine went
back to work on the Tigers 39.

He led his team to the Louis-
ville 9, but after a penalty, two in-
complete passes and a 2-yard run
by DeAngelo Williams, Memphis
settled for Stephen Gostkowski’s
29-yard field goal and a 49-48
lead with 6:20 left.

That was plenty of time for Le-
Fors, who gave the Cardinals
their seventh play of more than
20 yards when he found J.R. Rus-
sell for a 28-yard completion to
the Memphis 27. Russell finished
with 146 yards and two TDs on
seven catches.

The Cardinals then ran the ball
four straight times as the clock
ran down under a minute, and
Memphis couldn’t stop Shelton
from scoring the winning touch-
down.

The second half was downright
slow after a frantic first half that
featured 68 points and 703 yards
of offense.

The teams scored on five con-
secutive possessions, and there
were only two punts — on the Car-
dinals’ first and last possessions
of the half.

AP

East Carolina’s Bobby Good grabs the ball away from Army defender

Ray Stith (25) during the Black Knights’ 38-28 loss last Saturday.

BY MARK JOHNSON

The Associated Press

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Army
coach Bobby Ross knows Satur-
day’s game against Air Force is
crucial for both schools.

And he’s looking forward to it.

Air Force (3-5), having lost four
of its last five games, needs to win
its three remaining games to
avoid its first losing record since
1993 and it second overall in Fish-
er DeBerry’s 21 seasons as coach.

Army (2-5), on the other hand,
hasn’t had a winning season since
going 10-2 in 1996. That was also
the last year the Black Knights
beat the Falcons. Army has to win
its remaining four games to avoid
another losing campaign.

“It’s a very important football
game,” Ross said. “It’s a test of
our character, a test of our will,
on both sides. It’s the kind of
game I enjoy coaching. I’m look-
ing forward to the challenge.

“I do feel we will be ready to
play.”

DeBerry expressed similar feel-
ings, noting the schools’
long-standing competition.

“It is somewhat of a conference
to us, a second conference,” he
said. “Service academy games
and rivalries are very special.

We’re looking forward to going
back to New York and getting
back on the winning track.”

The Falcons have dominated
Army in recent years, winning
seven in a row and 14 of 15. Air
Force beat Army 31-3 at Colorado
Springs last season and has out-
scored the Black Knights 242-91
over the past seven games.

Air Force enters this week’s
game with the nation’s
eighth-ranked running game,
amassing 248 yards a contest.
Five backs have rushed for at
least 200 yards.

The Falcons’ triple option of-
fense controls the ball an average
of 32 minutes a game.

“The offense is very decep-
tive,” Ross said. “You have to be
very good at responsibility on de-
fense. We have to make sure we
play with great discipline.”

Both teams have struggled
mightily on defense, with Army
dead last among the 117 major col-
lege teams with a yield of 515
yards a game. Air Force is only
slightly better, ranking 97th at
428.5 yards allowed.

Army is also 114th in rushing
defense (241.7 yards a game),
112th in pass defense (273.6) and
107th in scoring defense (35.7
points a game).

The Falcons are allowing 33.3
points (98th), 203.1 rushing yards
(99th) and 223.8 passing yards
(72nd) per game.

DeBerry, looking to give his
team a spark, is starting junior
quarterback Adam Fitch in place
of freshman Shaun Carney, who
has at times struggled with his
passing and option choices. It will
be Fitch’s first start.

The Falcons dropped a 43-26
decision to Wyoming last Satur-
day.

Army ended what was then the
nation’s longest losing streak at
19 games with a 48-29 victory
over Cincinnati on Oct. 9, then
came back the next week to beat
South Florida 42-35. Army is com-
ing off a 38-28 loss to East Caroli-
na last week.

Army is led by Carlton Jones,
10th nationally in rushing at 121
yards a game.

Also at stake in Saturday’s con-
test is a possible share of the Com-
mander in Chief’s trophy, award-
ed to the winner of the
round-robin tournament among
the service academies. Navy,
which won the trophy last year,
has the upper hand this season by
virtue of a 24-21 victory over Air
Force. Navy can retain the trophy
outright by beating Army on Dec.
4 in Philadelphia.

Battered Army, Air Force
try to salvage poor years

AP

Louisville defenders surround Memphis quarterback Danny Wimprine during the second half Thursday night.

No. 14 Louisville taken to the limit by Memphis
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BY RUSTY BRYAN

Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Heidelberg eliminated
top-seeded Ramstein on Friday to
reach the Division I champion-
ship game in the DODDS-Europe
girls high school volleyball tour-
nament.

Rich Bennett’s Lady Lions —
who closed out their regular sea-
son with road losses at Laken-
heath and Ramstein — avenged
themselves against second-seed-
ed Lakenheath 25-23, 25-11 on
Thursday, then swept top-seeded
Ramstein 25-17, 25-22 on Friday.

Those victories clinched a fi-
nals berth for the Lady Lions,
who improved to 5-0 going into
Friday’s final pool play match
against winless Kaiserslautern.

In the finals, they will take on
Frankfurt International School,
which reached the final by defeat-
ing seventh-seeded Wiesbaden to
improve to 4-1. FIS, which holds
the tiebreaker advantage against
Ramstein and Lakenheath, lost to
Heidelberg 25-23, 20-25, 8-15 on
Thursday.

In the only other finals pairing
decided by presstime Friday, the
Alconbury Dragons, unbeaten in
this tournament, swept Ankara
25-15, 25-2, 25-19 in Friday’s

semifinals to earn a berth against
the American School of Milan
Panthers in Saturday’s Division
IV championship game, set to
start at 11 a.m.

The Dragons, who were
top-seeded for this season’s inau-
gural Division IV tournament,
have not dropped a game so far.

“I think we’ve really stepped it
up here,” said Alconbury’s 5-9 se-
nior middle blocker Caitlin Lain-
gen. “We really want to win. It’s
been a goal of ours all season.”

Milan, also unbeaten going into
the final, also has advanced with
ease.

The Panthers lost just one
game en route to the finals, dur-
ing Thursday’s 20-25, 25-20, 15-8
victory over Menwith Hill. They
blitzed Brussels 25-18, 25-10,
25-11 in Friday’s semifinals.

In the Division II and III
events, the top-seeded Aviano
Saints encountered a speed bump
in Division II pool play. The
Saints suffered their first loss of
the season Thursday night in a
25-23, 20-25, 15-18 ambush by the
Black Forest Academy Falcons,
but rebounded to reach a Friday

evening semifinal against sec-
ond-seeded Vilseck, the Division
II-South champions.

Aviano downed Naples 25-10,
25-10 to reach the semifinals;
Vilseck stopped Mannheim
25-13, 25-22.

In the other semifinal, unbeat-
en BFA was to take on Patch. The
semifinal winners move on Satur-
day’s 2 p.m. title game at Vogel-
weh gym.

Defending Division III champi-
on London Central moved into
Friday evening’s Division III
semifinals against top-seeded
Baumholder. The Bobcats, who
returned only one starter from
last year’s championship squad,
downed Bamberg 25-17, 25-14 in
Friday’s quarterfinals to remain
unbeaten.

The Baumholder-London Cen-
tral winner is to take on the Ans-
bach-Sigonella winner at 12:30
p.m. Saturday at Vogelweh.

Sigonella, led by senior trans-
fer Liz Lally, moved into the
semis with a 25-13, 25-12 victory
over Rota on Friday.

Lally, who played in Japan last
season, had seven kills and seven
aces against Rota. She had nine
kills on Thursday as the
fourth-seeded Jaguars downed
top-seeded Baumholder.

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Lakenheath’s Ashley Lariviere, right, slams a ball past Würzburg’s

Tiffany Chalupa on Friday during Lakenheath’s 25-16, 25-22 win over

Würzburg on the second day of the Division I tournament.

Heidelberg defeats Ramstein,
reaches Division I title match

DODDS volleyball
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The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Prosecutors say Hall of
Fame basketball player Calvin Murphy sex-
ually abused five of his 10 daughters more
than a decade ago. Murphy’s defense attor-
neys say the claims aren’t true and are
based on a dispute over money.

Jurors were expected to hear opening
statements from both
sides Friday in Mur-
phy’s trial on three
charges of indecency
with a child and three
charges of aggravated
sexual assault of a child.

Murphy was a guard for the Houston
Rockets from 1970 to 1983. He was inducted
into the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1993.

His daughters, now adults, allege the
abuse occurred between 1988 and 1991
Court records indicate three of the five had
been trying to claim $52,408 in death bene-
fits left in a retirement account belonging
to their mother, Phyllis Davidson.

Bucks sign free agent Fizer

MILWAUKEE — The Milwaukee Bucks
waived forward Marcus Haislip on Thurs-
day and signed free agent forward Marcus
Fizer.

Fizer, a first-round draft pick of the Chi-
cago Bulls in 2000, had his best season for
the Bulls in 2001-02, when he averaged
12.3 points in 76 games.

BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Ponder-
ing whether a close loss in their
NBA debut was a moral victory
for the expansion Charlotte Bob-
cats, Emeka Okafor did his best
cheerleader impersonation.

“I guess you see those movies
where everyone is like, ‘Yeah! At
least you guys were in there!’ ” he
said, arms in the air and mock
glee in his voice. “I guess I’d rath-
er lose the way we did then get
blown out. But I want to win.”

That might take awhile.
The Bobcats marked the NBA’s

return to Charlotte after a
two-year absence with an enter-
taining and hard-fought 103-96
loss to the Washington Wizards
on Thursday night.

“We showed our stuff. We
showed we’re going to fight and
play hard and try to win every
night,” said Okafor, the No. 2 pick
in the NBA Draft.

Replacing the Hornets after
they moved to New Orleans in
2002, the Bobcats are expected to
struggle mightily this season.
Still, they were in this one late as
they tried to become the third con-
secutive expansion team to win
its NBA debut, following Vancou-
ver and Toronto (1995).

The effort impressed Washing-
ton.

“They played really hard and
have a lot of key components — it
was kind of hard to call them an
expansion team,” said Antawn

Jamison, who led the Wizards
with 24 points. “They’ve got some
talented guys ... they will get a lot
of upsets.”

Charlotte coach Bernie Bicker-
staff seemed disappointed.

“We weren’t good enough to-
night,” he said. “It wasn’t because
we lacked or didn’t want it. Some
of them may have wanted it too
bad. I don’t know whether any of
them had stage fright.”

Actually, it was just poor execu-
tion in the final quarter, when
youth and inexperience were ob-
vious.

The game was tied at 85 when
turnovers and poor shot selection
allowed the Wizards to go on a
game-deciding 9-0 run.

Melvin Ely lost the ball while
dribbling, and Eddie House fool-
ishly fouled Juan Dixon as he
made a Washington layup. It was
a three-point swing after Dixon’s
free throw, and the Bobcats ap-
peared to unravel after that.

House missed a three-pointer
and Steve Smith missed consecu-
tive shots as the Wizards built a
94-85 lead with 4:14 to play.

Charlotte still had chances,
sending Tamar Slay to the line
trailing 96-90, but Slay missed
both free throws and the Bobcats
couldn’t make a basket after Okaf-
or battled for the rebound.

“They made shots and we
didn’t,” House said. “That will
come. I think we did all right for a
group that hasn’t been together
very long.”

Unlike the Hornets’ first game

in 1988, when they received a
standing ovation after a 40-point
loss, most of the sellout crowd of
23,319 was long gone by the end.
Even NBA Commissioner David
Stern filed out before the final
buzzer.

Gilbert Arenas added 19 points
for the Wizards, Jarvis Hayes had
17, Dixon 15 and Larry Hughes
scored 14.

Okafor led Charlotte with 19
points and 10 rebounds. Primoz
Brezec and Smith scored 15 each,
Gerald Wallace had 11 and Jason
Kapono and Ely had 10 apiece.

Not everything went smoothly
during the opener.

The sound system in the aging
Charlotte Coliseum — where the
Bobcats will play this year as
their new $265 million arena is
being finished — wasn’t sharp,
making team owner Bob
Johnson’s pregame speech to the
crowd difficult to hear.

Traffic outside the Coliseum
was backed up three hours before
the game, preventing thousands
of fans from arriving in time for
the 7 p.m. tipoff. When four fans
holding courtside tickets finally
made it in midway through the
first quarter, they claimed
Johnson and rapper Nelly were
sitting in their seats.

The Associated Press

DENVER — A raucous crowd, plenty of
pushing and shoving, and even more jawing.
The rematch between Denver and Minnesota
sure looked a whole lot like last year’s playoff
series.

One difference: The Nuggets won.
Earl Boykins hit a jump-

er with 6.8 seconds left in
overtime and Carmelo An-
thony had 19 points and 14
rebounds to help the Den-
ver Nuggets win their
home opener 94-92 over

the Minnesota Timberwolves on Thursday
night.

“We played tonight like a team that wasn’t
afraid,” said Boykins, who finished with 14
points and six assists.

Denver had trouble shooting in its first
game without Voshon Lenard, who tore his
Achilles’ tendon in Tuesday night’s season
opener against the Los Angeles Lakers. The
Nuggets shot just 38 percent against a variety
of Timberwolves’ defenses and missed six
straight attempts in overtime before Boykins’
winner from the wing.

But the Nuggets found a way to pull it out
after the disappointing loss to the Lakers, get-
ting 18 points and 13 rebounds from Kenyon
Martin in his home debut with Denver and 19
points from Andre Miller.

“It was a gutty win by our basketball team,”
Nuggets coach Jeff Bzdelik said.

“They kept hanging in there and fought
through it.”

Kevin Garnett had 25 points, 15 rebounds,
seven assists and five blocked shots, but he
couldn’t come through on Minnesota’s final
shot. Last year’s NBA MVP was short on a
turnaround jumper after tying the game at 88
on a jump hook with 10.5 seconds left in regu-
lation.

“I thought I had a pretty clean look at it,”
Garnett said. “It felt good when it left my
hand, but I just missed it.”

Trenton Hassell scored 17 points and has-
sled Anthony most of the night — just as he
did in last season’s playoffs. Denver’s sec-
ond-year star was just 5-for-25 and came up
short on Denver’s final shot in regulation.

Heat 92, Cavaliers 86: Shaquille O’Neal
had 17 points and nine rebounds in his home
debut for his new team and Dwyane Wade
scored 28 points as Miami beat Cleveland be-
fore 20,235 Shaq-crazed fans — the largest
crowd to see a Heat home game.

Coming off Wednesday’s 23-point victory at
New Jersey, the Heat never trailed and im-
proved to 2-0 for the fourth time in their
17-year history.

Drew Gooden scored 24 points and LeBron
James had 21 points and eight rebounds for
Cleveland (0-2).

Showing no ill effects of the strained left
hamstring that bothered him throughout train-
ing camp, O’Neal played 32 minutes and shot
7-for-17 from the floor.

Nuggets squeak by in OT

NBA scoreboard

Expansion Bobcats
lose debut at home

AP

Charlotte Bobcats center Emeka Okafor (50) reacts after a dunk over

Washington Wizards Juan Dixon (3) and Samaki Walker, right.

Sex assault trial
for Hall of Famer
Murphy begins

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 1 0 1.000 —
Toronto 1 0 1.000 —
Boston 0 1 .000 1
New Jersey 0 1 .000 1
New York 0 1 .000 1

Southeast Division
Miami 2 0 1.000 —
Washington 2 0 1.000 —
Orlando 1 0 1.000 ½
Atlanta 0 1 .000 1½
Charlotte 0 1 .000 1½

Central Division
Detroit 1 0 1.000 —
Indiana 1 0 1.000 —
Chicago 0 0 .000 ½
Milwaukee 0 1 .000 1
Cleveland 0 2 .000 1½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Dallas 2 0 1.000 —
San Antonio 1 0 1.000 ½
Memphis 0 1 .000 1½
New Orleans 0 1 .000 1½
Houston 0 2 .000 2

Northwest Division
Portland 1 0 1.000 —
Utah 1 0 1.000 —
Denver 1 1 .500 ½
Minnesota 1 1 .500 ½
Seattle 0 1 .000 1

Pacific Division
L.A. Clippers 1 0 1.000 —
Phoenix 1 0 1.000 —
L.A. Lakers 1 1 .500 ½
Golden State 0 1 .000 1
Sacramento 0 2 .000 1½

Thursday’s games
Washington 103, Charlotte 96
Miami 92, Cleveland 86
Denver 94, Minnesota 92, OT

Friday’s games
Detroit at Toronto
Phoenix at Philadelphia
Indiana at Boston
Houston at Memphis
Orlando at New Orleans
New Jersey at Chicago
L.A. Clippers at Portland.
Atlanta at Seattle
Utah at Golden State
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers

Saturday’s games
Miami at Washington
Orlando at Charlotte
Boston at New York
Philadelphia at Detroit
Chicago at Indiana
Phoenix at New Jersey
New Orleans at Minnesota
Sacramento at Houston
Cleveland at Milwaukee
Memphis at Dallas
Utah at Denver
L.A. Clippers at Golden State

Sunday’s games
Portland at Toronto
San Antonio at Seattle
Atlanta at L.A. Lakers

Thursday
Wizards 103, Bobcats 96

WASHINGTON — Jamison 10-22 4-5 24,
Hayes 6-13 5-6 17, Ruffin 2-6 0-0 4, Arenas
6-14 5-5 19, Hughes 3-11 7-10 14, Jeffries 1-2
0-0 2, Walker 1-3 0-0 2, Dixon 5-7 3-3 15, Peel-
er 2-5 2-2 6. Totals 36-83 26-31 103.

CHARLOTTE — Wallace 4-12 3-5 11, Okafor
5-9 9-10 19, Brezec 5-7 5-6 15, Knight 2-4 1-1 5,
Kapono 5-10 0-0 10, Slay 0-1 0-2 0, Ely 4-6 2-4
10, S.Smith 7-13 0-0 15, Hart 1-4 0-0 2, House
4-8 0-0 8, White 0-0 1-4 1, Robinson 0-4 0-0 0.
Totals 37-78 21-32 96.

Washington 22 27 25 29—103
Charlotte 23 22 30 21— 96
Three-Point Goals—Washington 5-15

(Dixon 2-3, Arenas 2-6, Hughes 1-3, Peeler
0-1, Jamison 0-2), Charlotte 1-8 (S.Smith 1-5,
House 0-1, Knight 0-1, Robinson 0-1). Fouled
out—None. Rebounds—Washington 46 (Are-
nas 7), Charlotte 58 (Okafor 10). Assists
—Washington 21 (Arenas 8), Charlotte 22
(Hart, Knight 6). Total fouls—Washington 25,
Charlotte 27. A—23,319 (24,042).

Heat 92, Cavaliers 86
CLEVELAND — James 9-22 1-1 21, Gooden

7-16 10-12 24, Ilgauskas 3-8 2-2 8, McInnis
6-15 1-2 14, Harris 0-4 0-0 0, Williams 0-1 0-0 0,
Pavlovic 0-0 0-0 0, Newble 1-4 0-0 2, Traylor
2-4 0-2 4, Varejao 3-5 1-1 7, Snow 2-6 2-2 6. To-
tals 33-85 17-22 86.

MIAMI — Butler 5-5 0-0 11, Haslem 6-9 3-4
15, O'Neal 7-17 3-9 17, Wade 10-20 8-10 28,
E.Jones 2-6 0-0 4, Doleac 1-6 1-2 3, D.Jones 2-8
0-0 5, Allen 2-4 0-0 4, Person 1-1 2-2 5. Totals
36-76 17-27 92.

Cleveland 23 26 17 20—86
Miami 27 25 21 19—92
Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 3-13 (James

2-3, McInnis 1-4, Harris 0-1, Snow 0-2, Good-
en 0-3), Miami 3-11 (Butler 1-1, Person 1-1,
D.Jones 1-6, E.Jones 0-3). Fouled out-
—Haslem. Rebounds—Cleveland 55 (Gooden
11), Miami 52 (O'Neal 9). Assists—Cleveland
19 (James 8), Miami 15 (Wade 5). Total
fouls—Cleveland 25, Miami 20. A—20,235
(19,600).

Nuggets 94, T-wolves 92 (OT)
MINNESOTA — Szczerbiak 4-7 0-0 10, Gar-

nett 8-17 9-11 25, Olowokandi 4-12 0-0 8,
Sprewell 4-12 5-7 13, Cassell 3-14 0-0 6, Has-
sell 8-8 1-3 17, Hudson 4-10 0-0 9, Madsen 1-1
0-0 2, Hoiberg 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 37-82 15-21 92.

DENVER — Martin 9-14 0-0 18, Anthony 5-25
8-10 19, Camby 3-7 2-2 8, D.Johnson 1-4 0-0 2,
Miller 8-21 3-3 19, Buckner 0-1 0-0 0, Elson 2-3
1-1 5, Boykins 5-14 3-5 14, White 4-8 0-0 9. To-
tals 37-97 17-21 94.

Minnesota 23 24 19 22 4—92
Denver 23 19 25 21 6—94
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 3-9 (Szczer-

biak 2-2, Hudson 1-3, Cassell 0-1, Sprewell
0-3), Denver 3-14 (White 1-1, Anthony 1-5,
Boykins 1-5, Buckner 0-1, D.Johnson 0-2).
Fouled out—Martin. Rebounds—Minnesota
56 (Garnett 15), Denver 59 (Anthony 14). As-
sists—Minnesota 28 (Garnett 7), Denver 25
(Boykins, Miller 6). Total fouls—Minnesota
24, Denver 22. Technicals—Minnesota Defen-
sive Three Second, Garnett, Cassell, Elson,
Martin. Ejected—Cassell, Elson. A—19,099
(19,099).
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BY BOB BAUM

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Just four days
after he was hired, Arizona Dia-
mondbacks manager Wally
Backman was fired Friday fol-
lowing revelations he was arrest-
ed twice and struggled with fi-
nancial problems.

Former Seattle manager Bob
Melvin will replace Backman.
Melvin, fired by the Mariners
the day after the season ended,
was Bob Brenly’s bench coach
on Arizona’s World Series cham-
pionship team of 2001.

Arizona’s management had
been unaware of Backman’s
problems until media reports
that followed his hiring. Dia-
mondbacks officials said they
failed to do a criminal or finan-
cial background check on Back-
man.

“It’s obviously a mistake on
our part to have made a decision
without having done the proper
background work,” managing
partner Ken Kendrick said. “I
take full responsibility for that.”

Backman, Sporting News
minor league manager of the
year this season, had agreed
Monday to a two-year contract.

After Backman’s problems
were first revealed, Arizona
said it would stick with him.
But, after several days, the team
changed its mind and said it was
withdrawing the offer.

“He’s very disappointed but
he understands and respects
our decision,” Kendrick said.

Backman was arrested in
2001 after a fight at his home in-
volving his wife and one of her
friends in Prineville, Ore. He
pleaded guilty to misdemeanor
harassment and was sentenced
to 12 months’ probation, or-
dered to undergo an anger man-
agement evaluation and donate
$1,000 to the local Boys and
Girls Club.

He was arrested on a driving
under the influence charge in
Kennewick, Wash., in 2000. He
pleaded guilty after fighting that
charge for two years.

Backman has also had finan-
cial problems, filing for bank-
ruptcy several years ago.

Melvin was let go by Seattle
and replaced by Mike Hargrove
after the Mariners went 63-99.

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — St. Louis Cardi-
nals pitcher Woody Williams filed
for free agency Thursday after
the team told his agent it will de-
cline his $8 million option and
pay him a $900,000 buyout.

San Francisco left-hander
Jason Christiansen and Montreal
third baseman Tony Batista also
were among the six players who
filed, raising the total to 196. Up
to 15 additional players are eligi-
ble to file by the Nov. 11 deadline.

Williams went 11-8 with a 4.18
ERA, helping St. Louis to the best
regular-season record in the
major leagues and the NL pen-
nant before the Cardinals were
swept by the Boston Red Sox in
the World Series.

The 38-year-old right-hander
had the fewest wins of any mem-
ber of the rotation during the reg-
ular season, but he wound up
being St. Louis’ No. 1 starter in
the postseason because of Chris
Carpenter’s arm injury and Matt
Morris’ inconsistency.

The Cardinals won 16 of Will-
iams’ last 19 regular-season

starts.
He won

twice in the
playoffs but
lost Game 1 of
the World Se-

ries.
Williams has also pitched for

Toronto and San Diego during a
12-year major league career,
going 103-84 with a 4.05 ERA. St.
Louis acquired him from the Pa-
dres in August 2001 and he went
7-1 down the stretch to help the
Cardinals win the NL Central.

He had a 2.53 ERA in 17 starts
in 2002, then went 18-9 with a
3.87 ERA in 2003.

Giants’ Schmidt honored
in Players Choice Awards

SAN FRANCISCO — Jason
Schmidt might have lost his
chance at the NL Cy Young
Award when he strained his groin
covering first base back in Au-
gust.

But the San Francisco Giants’
ace won another coveted honor
Thursday, chosen by his peers as
the league’s outstanding pitcher
as part of baseball’s 2004 Players

Choice Awards.
Teammate Barry Bonds was

named player of the year in the
National League, his record sev-
enth Players Choice Award since
their inception in 1992.

Bonds finished his 19th major
league season with 703 homers,
pulling within 11 of Babe Ruth for
second place on the career list.

In other awards, Seattle out-
fielder Ichiro Suzuki, who broke
baseball’s single-season hits
record with 262, was selected as
the AL player of the year. Minne-
sota lefty Johan Santana was the
league’s outstanding pitcher.

Oakland Athletics shortstop
Bobby Crosby was the top AL
rookie, while Jason Bay of the
Pittsburgh Pirates took the NL
award.

New York Yankees pitcher Or-
lando Hernandez was the come-
back player of the year in the AL,
and St. Louis right-hander Chris
Carpenter won the NL honor.

Philadelphia Phillies first base-
man Jim Thome won the Marvin
Miller Man of the Year Award for
inspirational performance on the
field and in the community.

AP

Wally Backman, who agreed

Monday to a two-year contract

with the Diamondbacks, was

fired after the team learned of

his arrests in 2000 and 2001

and his past financial problems.

Cards’ Williams files for free agency

Backman
fired by
D-backs

BY ROB SMAAL

The Associated Press

TOKYO — David Ortiz picked
up where he left off — this time
on the other side of the world.

Ortiz, who helped lead the Bos-
ton Red Sox to their first World
Series title since 1918, drove in
two runs Friday at Tokyo Dome
to lead a team of major league
stars to a 7-2 victory over Japa-
nese counterparts in the opener
of an eight-game exhibition se-
ries.

Kiko Calero of the St. Louis Car-
dinals got the win for the major
league stars, working just
one-third of an inning in relief of
starter Roger Clemens. San
Diego Padres closer Akinori Otsu-
ka pitched a perfect ninth to wrap
things up for the visitors in his re-
turn to Japan.

Toronto’s Vernon Wells also
had a pair of RBIs, while Moises
Alou of the Chicago Cubs and Tex-
as’ Hank Blalock both went
3-for-5.

Clemens went 42/3 innings in
his first action since taking the
loss in Game 7 of the NLCS, when
his Houston Astros lost 5-2 to the
Cardinals. The Rocket looked
rusty at times Friday, struggling
with his control and walking four.
He allowed four hits and two
runs, while striking out four.

“I did as much as I could out
there,” said the 42-year-old Clem-
ens. “I was pleased after not
touching a ball for a few weeks. I
was just glad to get through that
game.”

Earlier in the day, Clemens and
Pittsburgh Pirates shortstop Jack
Wilson spent some time at a
Tokyo elementary school, taking
part in calligraphy classes and a
Japanese tea ceremony. Clemens
thrilled a class of fifth graders
when he passed his 2000 New
York Yankees World Series ring

around the room.

“Hopefully, one day Hideki
Matsui will bring one of these
home,” Clemens said of his
former teammate on the Yan-
kees.

The teams play Saturday and
Sunday in Tokyo before hitting
the road for games in Fukuoka,
Osaka, Sapporo and Nagoya. The
series winds up back in Tokyo on
Nov. 14.

Ortiz drives in two as MLB
takes first in series vs. Japan

Manager let go
after four days
because of past
legal problems

AP

MLB All-Stars starting pitcher Roger Clemens of the Houston Astros

walked four, allowed four hits and two runs, and struck out four against

the Japanese team, but got no decision. The MLB stars won 7-2.
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VILLANOVA, Pa. — Venus Wil-
liams needed a third-set tiebreak-
er to defeat 87th-ranked Yuliana

Fedak, 6-4, 2-6,
7-6 (7-4) in the
second round of
the Advanta
Tennis Champi-
onships on

Thursday night.
Williams, the fifth seed, led 5-4

in the first set but Fedek fought
off six set points before losing on
the game’s eighth deuce.

Fedak easily won the second
set and opened a 3-1 lead in the
third, but Williams fought back
for a 5-4 lead.

She rallied from 4-2 down in
the tiebreaker.

“Girls like her come out and
have nothing to lose so they go for
broke,” Williams said. “I don’t
know if anyone else I’ll play in
this tournament will play at this
high a level.”

Defending champion and No. 1
seed Amelie Mauresmo advanced
to the quarterfinals by defeating
Iveta Benesova 6-2, 6-2.

Second-seeded Anastasia
Myskina struggled but held on to
beat Rossana Neffa-De Los Rios
6-4, 7-6 (7-0).

For the second straight match,
sixth-seeded Vera Zvonareva was
pushed to the brink before beat-
ing her opponent, Nathalie
Dechy, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Stepanek, Canas reach
semifinals in Paris Masters

PARIS — Radek Stepanek beat
Mikhail Youzhny 7-6 (7-1), 6-3 to
reach the semifinals of the Paris
Masters on Friday and secure his
best result of the season.

Thirteenth-seeded Argentine
Guillermo Canas won his quarter-
final match, cruising past Span-
iard Feliciano Lopez 6-3, 6-3 in
the Bercy Indoor Arena.

Lopez will meet the winner of
the match between No. 2 Lleyton
Hewitt and No. 6 Marat Safin.

Mississippi State’s Roberts
to sit out one basketball game

STARKVILLE, Miss. — Missis-
sippi State basketball star
Lawrence Roberts must sit out
one game for accepting — and
later repaying — expenses for a
pre-NBA draft workout.

Roberts, who attended a Port-
land Trail Blazers workout before
deciding to return to school, will
miss the Bulldogs’ game Nov. 11
against Fairfield in the Coaches
vs. Cancer Classic in Birming-
ham, Ala., the NCAA said Friday.

Roberts, the Southeastern Con-
ference’s player of the year last
season, averaged 16.9 points and
10.1 rebounds for the Bulldogs,
who won the league’s regular-sea-
son title and played in the NCAA
tournament. The forward applied
for entry into this summer’s NBA
Draft but did not hire an agent.

Roberts transferred to Missis-
sippi State last season from Bay-
lor after the death of teammate
Patrick Dennehy.

Cleveland State cleared
in NCAA investigation

CLEVELAND — The NCAA
has ruled that it found no evi-
dence of Cleveland State athletic
department officials writing pa-
pers for members of the men’s
basketball team, the university
said Thursday.

Cleveland State reported two
secondary violations that oc-
curred between 1997 and 2001.
The university did not state what
the violations were. They did not
involve academics or current
members of the coaching staff,
athletic department spokesman
Brian McCann said.

Ken McFadden, the universi-
ty’s career scoring leader, had ac-
cused an athletic department offi-
cial of helping players write pa-
pers.

McFadden, who scored 2,256
points for the Vikings from
1985-89, told The Plain Dealer in
September that associate athletic
director Chris Sedlock had writ-
ten numerous papers for players.
McFadden was fired after five
years as Cleveland State’s ticket
manager in June 2003.

The NCAA determined that
Cleveland State officials had not
provided any inappropriate edu-
cational assistance to players.

Vermont hoops coach
to retire at end of season

BURLINGTON, Vt. — Tom
Brennan, who led Vermont to the
past two NCAA tournaments, will
retire at the end of the season, his
19th with the Catamounts.

Brennan’s 18-year tenure is the
longest of the current coaches in
the America East Conference. He
has a 239-269 record. The Cata-
mounts won the league tourna-
ment the past two years.

Officials try to persuade
Turin chief organizer to stay

ROME — Government officials
are trying to persuade the chief or-
ganizer of the 2006 Turin Olym-
pics to stay, but Valentino Castel-
lani says there is “no room for sec-
ond thoughts” about his resigna-
tion.

Castellani announced Thurs-
day that he will submit his resig-
nation in a Nov. 24 board meeting
of the organizing committee
known as TOROC, saying he has
been undermined by the govern-
ment’s selection of Mario Pes-
cante as overall supervisor for
the Feb. 10-26, 2006, Games.

BY JIMMY BURCH

Knight Ridder Newspapers

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas coach
Mack Brown has had an eerie feel-
ing this week while breaking
down videotapes with his defen-
sive assistants. Play after play,
he’s struck by the dominance of
orange-clad offensive linemen
and the talented tailback who fol-
lows them to daylight.

It’s the same sensation Brown
gets while watching his offense in
action.

But in these sessions, Brown is
not reveling in the productivity of
tailback Cedric Benson and a
Longhorns ground attack that
ranks second nationally in rush-
ing (304.8 yards per game). He’s
trying to figure out how to put the
brakes on Oklahoma State tail-
back Vernand Morency, the na-
tion’s No. 5 rusher, and an offense
that runs for 254.5 yards a game.

“If you look at what they’re
doing and what we’re doing, it’s
very, very similar,” Brown said of
the two offenses that will collide
Saturday when No. 6 Texas (7-1,
4-1 Big 12) meets No. 19 Oklaho-
ma State (6-2, 3-2) at Darrell K
Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium.

“The two tailbacks are among
the leading rushers in the nation.
We both have the ability to run at
quarterback. We’re both very
physical up front and throw a lot
of play-action passes. We’ve got
big, strong fullbacks and good
tight ends.”

“But there is one clear differ-
ence,” Oklahoma State coach Les
Miles said. The orange in the Cow-
boys’ jersies, Miles said, is “a lit-
tle more vivid” and “not as burnt”
as the togs that Texas will wear.

Otherwise, Miles concurs with
Brown’s analogy about mir-
ror-image offenses. Although
there are minor differences in ap-
proach — Oklahoma State favors
the power sweep and isolation
plays, Texas leans heavily on the

zone read from the shotgun forma-
tion — there is little statistical sep-
aration between ground-based at-
tacks that rank 15th and 17th na-
tionally in scoring offense, with
six-tenths of a point separating
their weekly outputs.

Among the nation’s 117 Divi-
sion I-A teams, Oklahoma State
and Texas rank among the top 10
in rushing yards and the bottom
10 in passing yards.

The schools’ average posses-
sion times for a game are separat-
ed by 10 seconds, with the slight
edge to Oklahoma State (32:12).

Clearly, there should be ample
familiarity for the Texas defense
Saturday when it tries to slow a
run-first offense that looks a lot
like the one it faces in practice
each day. But there is disagree-
ment among Longhorns defend-
ers about how much of an advan-
tage that provides.

“We’re used to seeing it, but it’s
different people doing it (in
games). I don’t think we really
gain that much,” Texas free safe-
ty Phillip Geiggar said.

Morency, in the estimation of
Texas defenders, is a lot like Ben-

son: a punishing, physical runner
who does not fear running be-
tween the tackles. Woods, howev-
er, does not present the same run-
ning threat as his counterpart
Vince Young (69.6 yards per
game, 7 TDs).

“I don’t think so,” Wright said.
That means the Longhorns can

focus on stopping Morency first
and foremost — a luxury they did
not enjoy when trying to contain
Oklahoma tailback Adrian Peter-
son, who romped for 225 yards in
the Sooners’ 12-0 victory Oct. 9. In
that contest, Brown said Oklaho-
ma’s balanced attack forced
Texas to choose between stopping
the run or pass. Texas opted to try
to contain quarterback Jason
White, who threw for just 113
yards. But Peterson had a big day.

Against Oklahoma State,
Brown said Texas will have “a to-
tally different thought process.”

“When somebody’s coming into
a game against us, they know
they’ve got to stop Vince and
Cedric. And they’ll give up some
passing yards to do that,” Brown
said. “When you’re playing Okla-
homa State, it’s the same thing.
You have to stop the run first.”

AP

Texas’ Cedric Benson ranks sec-

ond nationally in rushing with an

average of 162.1 yards per game.

AP

Yuliana Fedak of Ukraine, above,

ranked 87th in the world, lost to

Venus Williams 6-4, 2-6, 7-6 (4)

in the Advanta Championships on

Thursday night.

AP

Oklahoma State’s Vernand Moren-

cy is fifth in Division I-A with a

rushing average of 155.8 yards.

Venus
survives
challenge
in Philly

Rush to victory in Austin
Winner of Benson-Morency matchup key
to outcome of Texas-Oklahoma State game

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — Minnesota
coach Glen Mason will get a first-
hand look Saturday at the guy
who got away.

John Stocco, the starting quar-
terback for No. 5 Wisconsin, is
from Richfield, Minn., and he
strongly considered staying in the
Twin Cities for his college career.

Stocco, a three-sport star who
was drafted in 2002 by the Minne-
sota Twins, played at Richfield’s
Academy of Holy Angels, where
he threw passes to former Pitts-
burgh All-American Larry
Fitzgerald for two seasons.

“We tried to recruit him,”
Mason said. “I really thought
we’d have a good shot because
he’s also a baseball player and we
play baseball here, good baseball

here, and they don’t play base-
ball. I guess baseball isn’t that im-
portant to him. But he’s a good
kid, local kid. I knew he’d be a
good quarterback.”

Stocco preferred playing in
front of 80,000 fans outdoors in-
stead of 30,000 indoors and throw-
ing footballs instead of fastballs.

“My decision really came down
to here and Minnesota. Ultimate-
ly, I just thought this was a better
fit for me, just with the academics
and the tradition here,” Stocco
said. “You’ve just got to go where
you feel comfortable. I liked it
here more.”

Stocco redshirted in 2002 and
played in the final three games
last season before winning the
starting job in the spring.

On Saturday, he and the Bad-
gers will try to wrest the Paul Bu-

nyan Axe — which goes to the an-
nual winner of the most-played ri-
valry in Division I football —
from the Gophers.

“We built a trophy case for that
axe and it’s empty, and that’s not
good,” Wisconsin coach Barry Al-
varez said.

The Badgers seek their eighth
victory in 10 games against Minne-
sota, but the Gophers won the tro-
phy last year when Rhys Lloyd fol-
lowed his last-second 35-yard field
goal with a sprint to the Wisconsin
sideline to grab the axe and pa-
rade it around the Metrodome.

The Badgers (8-0, 5-0 Big Ten)
hope to hand the Gophers (6-3,
3-3) their fourth loss in five
games. It’s the 114th game be-
tween the schools.

Badgers defensive end Eras-
mus James, who sprained his
ankle two weeks ago, said he’s de-
termined to return to the lineup.

Wisconsin tries to recapture axe

PAGE 38 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · Saturday, November 6, 2004



The Associated Press

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. — Minne-
sota Vikings wide receiver Randy
Moss had an MRI Thursday on his ail-
ing right hamstring, his first such

exam since he was
injured last
month.

Moss has a
slight tear in the
hamstring, which
likely will keep

him below full speed for three to four
more weeks. He has appeared briefly
in the last two games — though he
hasn’t caught a pass.

Moss is listed as questionable for
Monday night’s game at Indianapolis,
and coach Mike Tice said he won’t an-
nounce his decision until right before
kickoff.

Linebacker Raonall Smith will miss
the game due to lingering effects
from a concussion.

Smith, who has started three of the
Vikings’ last four games in place of
the injured Chris Claiborne, was hurt
on the opening kickoff of last week’s
loss to the New York Giants. He had a
mild concussion Oct. 24 against Ten-
nessee.

Rookie Dontarrious Thomas, who
has split time between middle and out-
side linebacker this season, will start

Monday night. Claiborne will miss at
least another week with a strained
calf.

Meanwhile, running back Mewelde
Moore might miss the game with a
sprained left ankle.

That would make the starter either
Michael Bennett or Onterrio Smith,
who is just back from a four-game sus-
pension. Moore leads the team with
64 carries for 376 yards.

Eagles extend Brown’s contract

PHILADELPHIA — Sheldon
Brown signed a six-year extension
with Philadelphia on Thursday, keep-
ing the second-year cornerback with
the Eagles through the 2012 season.

“The most important part is that
I’m glad the Eagles believe in me, an
organization that drafted me and gave
me a chance to pursue my NFL ca-
reer,” Brown said. “Now I’m more
than anxious to prove that I can be
worthy of the signing.”

Brown received a $7.5 million sign-
ing bonus and the contract is worth
$30 million over the six seasons,
agent Jason Chayut told The Associat-
ed Press.

Brown, a second-round pick in
2002, and Lito Sheppard, a first-round
pick that year, have developed into a
formidable duo in their first season as
full-time starters, helping the Eagles

to a 7-0 start.
Brown is in his first season as a

starter after playing in Philadelphia’s
nickel and dime defensive packages
over the last two seasons. In 39 career
games (10 starts), he has four sacks,
three interceptions and 107 tackles.
He has two sacks this season.

Entering the season, the main ques-
tion on Philadelphia’s defense was
how well Sheppard and Brown could
fill the void left by Troy Vincent and
Bobby Taylor, who both left through
free agency.

Sheppard and Brown, both gener-
ously listed as 5-foot-10, are shorter
and smaller than Vincent and Taylor,
but their size hasn’t been a factor.
They held Amani Toomer and Ike Hil-
liard to seven catches combined in
the opener and allowed Randy Moss
just 69 yards a week later.

Last week, the Eagles signed wide
receiver Greg Lewis to a five-year ex-
tension through the 2011 season. By
signing Lewis and Brown now, the Ea-
gles can assign some of the money to
this year’s salary cap, freeing up
room for the 2005 season.

BREES, FROM BACK PAGE

Flutie, the 42-year-old third-stringer, said Brees is
more confident and decisive.

“But he’s the same quarterback,” Flutie said. “It’s like
we are a better football team. Guys are actually open.
It’s given him the opportunity to show his ability, where
the last couple years, it’s been tough sledding.”

Since Brees turned it on, there hasn’t been much talk
about the Chargers firing coach Marty Schottenheimer,
who has a year to go on his contract, or Smith.

And Brees could be helping owner Alex Spanos save
millions of dollars if the Chargers’ first-round pick next
April is lower than their usual top-five choice. The Gi-
ants, who owe the Chargers their first-round pick as part
of the QB swap, are probably making Spanos happy, too,
by starting out 5-2.

The Chargers could designate Brees as their franchise
player, but that would require paying him about $9 mil-
lion next year.

Coupled with Rivers’ salary of just under $3 million,
that would probably be unlikely.

“Obviously, Philip Rivers was drafted to play,” left
tackle Roman Oben said. “But Drew is only in his fourth
year, he’s only 25 years old. He has a lot of good football
ahead of him, whether it’s here or somewhere else.”

It’s more likely Brees is setting himself up for a nice
free-agent contract.

The Chargers aren’t saying what they’ll do with Brees
at season’s end, and they really don’t have to right now.

“I have steadfastly said that I think Drew Brees is a
good quarterback and can be a winning quarterback,”
Schottenheimer said.

It just might not be here for much longer.
“I’m going to be the future somewhere,” said Brees,

who understands the business side of the NFL. “I hope
it’s here. If it’s not, it’ll be somewhere.”

NFL injury update

Injuries to prominent NFL players, followed
by team’s prognosis. (See Friday’s edition for
complete injury report provided by the
league):

Bills:WR Josh Reed (knee) and CB Troy Vin-
cent (knee) expected to miss Sunday’s game.

Bears: DE Adewale Ogunleye (ankle) did
not practice Thursday, questionable for Sun-
day.

Jets: LB Sam Cowart (knee) listed as proba-
ble; will be game-time decision.

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The leaves have
transformed into a sparkling
array of colors. There’s a bit of a
chill in the air. The golf season is
coming to a close.

Vijay Singh just loves this time
of year.

While his rivals already are
looking ahead to the offseason,
the world’s No. 1 player refuses to
let up. He’s still playing just like

it’s the middle
of summer.

“For a lot of
guys out here,
after the PGA
(Champion-
ship), they

kind of slow down,” Singh said
Thursday, standing just off the
18th green after the opening
round of the Tour Championship.
“My focus does not get any less
after the PGA. If anything, it gets
stronger.”

That’s hardly encouraging
news to the rest of the elite field
at the season-ending Tour Cham-
pionship, all given the task of de-
nying Singh his 10th victory of
the year.

As usual, the Fijian is right in
the thick of things, shooting a
1-under 69 on a soggy, blustery
first day at East Lake Golf Club.

Despite going 15 holes without
a birdie, Singh recovered from
enough missed shots to finish the
round just two strokes behind
Darren Clarke, Jerry Kelly and
50-year-old Jay Haas — all seek-
ing their first win of the year.

“It was a day where you just
have to manage yourself, get
around, not get too far from the
lead,” Singh said. “I’m right in

there, and there’s three days to
go.”

At the first hole, Singh fired his
approach into 2 feet for a tap-in
birdie. He took bogey on the
fourth hole from a fairway bun-
ker and would have been happy
with an even-par round.

But Singh rolled in a 25-footer
for birdie on the 17th, and sudden-
ly his name was where it has
been all year — near the top of
the leader board.

With nine victories already,
he’s put himself in position to be-
come the first player since 1950
to reach double digits. He’s not
letting up either, heading straight
to the driving range after he fin-
ished his round.

“I do a lot of thinking on the

driving range,” Singh said.
“When I get on the golf course,

it’s all just play.”
Tiger Woods hasn’t done much

playing since he got married in
early October. Returning from a
monthlong honeymoon, he still
had trouble hitting a fairway,
struggling to a 72.

“A little rusty, no doubt about
that,” Woods said, assessing the
state of his game. “Not physical
rust. I just made some mental mis-
takes where I needed to place the
ball.”

Woods played alongside Ernie
Els, who broke his putter while
slamming an 8-iron into his bag
and finished the round putting
with his sand wedge. He also had
a 72.

“I wasn’t making putts. I fig-
ured I might as well use the sand
wedge,” Els said, smiling. “That
didn’t work, either.”

The 67 was the highest score to
lead the Tour Championship in
the four years it has been held at
East Lake. Only 13 players
among the top 31 on the money
list managed to break par in the
season-ending event.

The scores weren’t surprising.
The day began with heavy rain

that turned fairways into small
rivers, but a new drainage system
at East Lake allowed the tourna-
ment to start on time. It dried up
so well that tour officials decided
to play the ball as it lies, leaving
players to face several shots with
mud splattered on their golf balls.

Then came the wind, whistling
through the trees and making the
closing holes play even tougher.
Perhaps it was no coincidence
that the trio in the lead had the
earlier starting times.

David Toms and Zach Johnson
were one stroke back at 68, while
the Singh-led group at 69 also in-
cluded John Daly, Mike Weir and
Padraig Harrington.

A victory by Harrington would
make him a PGA Tour member
and send Tag Ridings — No. 125
on the money list — back to
Q-school. It also would knock Jes-
per Parnevik (No. 40) out of the
Masters.

Haas hasn’t won in 11 years,
though he wouldn’t trade this sea-
son. At an age when most players
join the old-timers tour, he made
the U.S. Ryder Cup team.

“I’m weak, short, slow, whatev-
er,” Haas said. “In the field of ath-
letics, I would not be the favorite

by any means. But there’s no de-
fense out here, so that’s the good
thing for me.”

Sorenstam shares lead

OTSU, Japan — Annika Soren-
stam started her quest for a
fourth consecutive Mizuno Clas-
sic title with an eagle Friday and
held a share of the lead after the
first round.

The top-ranked Swede carded
a 63 and was tied with Japan’s
Chihiro Nakajima at 9-under at
the $1 million LPGA Tour event.

Sorenstam opened with an
eagle at the par-5 first and had
seven birdies in a bogey-free
round, while Nakajima fired a 30
on the back nine — including six
birdies.

The pair was three strokes
ahead of Rachel Teske and Aree
Song at 66.

Laura Davies, Karrie Webb,
South Koreans Grace Park and
Han Hee-won and Mexico’s Lore-
na Ochoa were one stroke further
back at 5-under 67.

Sorenstam, who has six LPGA
Tour titles this year, was Mizuno
Classic champion in 2001 and
2002 and outclassed the field
here last November, winning by
nine strokes after setting an
LPGA record for the lowest
54-hole score with a 192.

Only Laura Davies has won the
same LPGA Tour event in four
consecutive years, winning the
Standard Register Ping title from
1994-97.

Sorenstam won the Michelob
Light Classic from 1997-99 but
placed 17th when she tried to
make it four consecutive titles in
2000.

Singh just two back in Tour Championship

Brees: Chargers not
sure of QB’s future

MRI shows slight tear
in Moss’ hamstring

AP

Vijay Singh hits from the first hole during the Tour Championship on

Thursday in Atlanta. Singh shot a 69, two strokes off the lead.
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ally playing from behind.
Brees never meshed with

troubled wideout
David Boston, and de-
fensive end Marcel-
lus Wiley openly
called for Doug
Flutie to replace

Brees. Boston
and Wiley are

gone.
“Every-
one’s

mak

BY BERNIE WILSON

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — The San Diego Chargers
sold Drew Brees down the river and ended
up with a Rivers.

Their quarterback depth chart included
a guy over 40 and another one named
Lemon, yet it was Brees who was consid-
ered washed up and damaged goods. The
one-time Purdue star was so far out of the
picture in the offseason that it’d be hard to
find him even with the telescope at the Pal-
omar Observatory.

Look at him now.
Playing behind a better line, and throw-

ing to better receivers, he’s passing with an
authority not seen here since the days of
Dan Fouts. In leading the high-scoring
Chargers in the direction of a rare playoff
appearance, Brees might be saving every-
one’s job but his own.

In an incredible turnaround, the Charg-
ers can’t get enough of Brees. He’s led
them to a 5-3 record by throwing 14 touch-
down passes and just three interceptions.
His passer rating of 106.8 is third best in
the NFL.

Last week he threw a career-high five
touchdown passes in a 42-14 rout of the
Oakland Raiders. No Chargers QB has
done that since Fouts in 1982.

He completed 88 percent of his passes
(22-for-25). No Chargers QB had done
that, period.

And his passer rating of 153.1 was
just under a perfect 158.3.

“We all trust Drew,” tight end Anto-
nio Gates said. “Right now, he’s the
captain of the ship. He’s making this of-
fense click.”

The good ship Charger can’t sail without
a Brees. For this season, at least.

Even if Brees leads the Chargers to the
playoffs — which they’ve missed for eight
straight years — it’s doubtful he’ll be back.
Not with Philip Rivers sitting at No. 2 on

the depth chart, with all his promise as a
first-round draft pick and that $40 mil-
lion contract.

Brees, the one-time quarterback
of the future, drafted by San Diego
along with star running back La-
Dainian Tomlinson in 2001, is
probably past the point of no re-
turn.

“I have no idea what the chanc-
es of me being here next year
are,” said Brees, who’s in the final
year of his four-year contract. “All I
know is we’ve got a chance to do
something special this year, and I’m
excited about that. I mean, for me right
now, it’s about winning football games. It’s
about nothing else.”

The Chargers won just four
games last year, and Brees’ incon-
sistent play made him the easy
scapegoat. He threw 15 inter-
ceptions and just 11 touch-
down passes, was benched
for five straight games and
yanked from two others.

“I could
turn on
the

film and watch myself last year and
say, ‘That’s not me. That’s not the way
I play,’ ” Brees said.

In fairness, everyone but Tomlin-
son had a bad season. The defense
was brutal and the Chargers were
usu-

ing plays for him now, where last year I
don’t think we were making the plays
where we needed to, and he was taking a
lot of the heat,” tight end Justin Peelle
said.

With the Chargers holding the first
pick in last April’s draft, general manag-
er A.J. Smith said the team needed to
“upgrade” at quarterback.

The front office went on a well-publi-
cized quarterback tour, visiting Eli Man-
ning, Ben Roethlisberger and Rivers.

Rivers became a Charger on draft
day, obtained along with a handful of
draft picks from the New York Giants
for Manning, who had told the Chargers
he wanted nothing to do with them.

Brees was disappointed for about a
week, then got motivated to keep his job.

“My personality has always been
take a negative and turn it into a pos-

itive,” Brees said. “It’s only going to
make me a better player. And once I
do become the starter — because in
my mind I’ve already got it made up
that I’m going to become the starter
— everybody in this locker room is
going to know that I’ve earned it. So I
said, ‘Hey, this could be a good situa-
tion.’ ”

While Rivers missed the first
month of training camp in a holdout,
Brees had a solid exhibition season
and kept his job.

Rivers was later promoted
from third string to second, but
has yet to take a snap.

isive.

SEE BREES ON PAGE 39

Renewed confidence helps Chargers’ QB lead turnaround

Refreshing Brees

Victory on Saturday

critical for Army,

Air Force, Page 34SPORTSSPORTS

Wizards spoil
NBA’s return
to Charlotte
with victory

over Bobcats
Page 36

Diamondbacks fire
Backman after

discovering past
legal troubles

Page 37

San Diego Chargers quarter-

back Drew Brees looks down-

field during drills at practice

Thursday in San Diego.

Brees, who was suppose to

be replaced this season by

top draft pick Philip Rivers, is

the No.3 quarterback in the

league and has led the Charg-

ers to the top of the AFC

West.
AP

No. 14
Louisville

hangs on for
win against

scrappy
Memphis
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I have no idea what the chances of me being here

next year are. All I know is we’ve got a chance to

do something special this year, and I’m excited

about that.

Drew Brees

San Diego Chargers quarterback
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